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Cameron was finally executed, with all the severities of

J "t^i^of ti'eason; and his death remains in popular estimation
a dark blot upon the memory of George II., being almost publicly
imputed to a mean and personal hatred of Donald Cameron of
Lochiel, the sufferer s heroic brother.
Yet the fiwst was, that whether the execution of Archibald

tameron was political or otherwise, it might certainly have
been justified, had the King's ministers so pleased, upon
reasons of a public nature. The unfortunate sufferer had
not come to the Highlands solely upon his private affairs, aswas the general belief; but it was not judged prudent by the
English mimstry to let it be generally known that he came to

«^"I?/fc"*^ considerable sum of money which had been
remitted from France to the finends of the exiled family Hehad also a commission to hold intercourse with the well-knownM Pherson of Cluny chief of the clan Vourich, whom the Cheva-
lier had left behind at his departure from Scotland in 1746and who remained during ten years of proscription and danger!
skulking from place to place in the Highlands, and maintaining an
uninterrupted correspondence between Charles and his friends.
Ihat Dr. Cameron should have held a commission to assist this
chief in raking together the dispersed embers of disaffection ism Itself sufficiently natural, and, considering his political prin-
ciples, in no respect dishonourable to his memory. But neither
ought It to be imputed to George II. that he suffered the laws
to be enforced against a person taken in the act of breaking
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hazardous game, Dr. Cameron only

paid the forfeit which he must have calculated upon. The
ministers, however, thought it proper to leave Dr. iJameron'snew schemes in concealment, lest by divulging them they had
indicated the channel of communication which, it is now wellJmown, they possessed to all the plots of Charles Edward. But
It was ^uaUy lU-advised and ungenerous to sacrifice the char-
acter of the King to the policy of the administration. Both
points might have been gained by sparing the life of Dr. Cameron
after conviction, and limiting his punishment to perpetual exile,

ru TtufP^*®^ ^^^ successive Jacobite plots rose and burst
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'^"^ «°« «f *bem, at least, the

Chevaheriudged of importance enough to induce him to risk
mmseit within the dangerous precincts of the British capital.
Ihis appears from Dr. King's Ane<:dotes of his Own Times.—
September 1750. -I received h note from my IMy Primrose whoaesxred to see me immediately. As soon as I uJted on her.Te kd mo
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