European

thought and action
promulgated

at Assembly

The Council of Europe is composed of
two main bodies: a Parliamentary Assem-
bly and a Committy of Ministers, assisted
by a Secretariat. What really makes the
Council different from the other inter-
governmental organizations is the fact that
the Assembly is composed not of govern-
ment representatives but of parliamenta-
rians from each country. The Assembly is
the first European parliament, and perhaps
the first international parliament; it brings
together 147 parliamentarians and sym-
bolizes a new approach, the representation
of peoples, not governments. Even though
it has no legislative power, it promotes
European ideals by adopting resolutions
and by presenting the Committee of
Ministers . with recommendations that,
because of the high priority given to im-
proving the “quality of life”, are often
surprisingly bold and original. Even though
it is only a consultative body, the Assem-
bly acts, nevertheless, as an initiator, -
communicating to others its enthusiasm
for European unity. It is, in fact, a “lab-
oratory” for new ideas. Tt meets three
times a year and once with the European
Parliament. Its 13 special commissions sit
more often. The Assembly deals, among
other things, with all major international
problems of the day, thus making Stras-
bourg a useful listening-post. It is no
surprise that many statesmen — Churchill,
Robert Schuman, Spaak, Senghor, Ade-
nauer, De Gasperi and U Thant, to men-
tion only a few — have addressed the
Assembly because it is an excellent plat-
form for the promulgation of European
thought and action. The current Secretary-
General of the United Nations, Kurt
Waldheim, is to speak at the next session
of the Assembly, in May.
1t is the function of the Committee of
Ministers to follow up the Assembly’s
recommendations at the government level.
The Committee, a diplomatic body in the
traditional mould, is composed of the
ministers of foreign affairs from all 18
member states. Each minister appoints a
delegate, usually of ambassadorial rank,
who also acts as permanent representative
in Strasbourg. The ministers meet twice a
‘year; the delegates, for roughly one week
every month, Furthermore, the Committee
has, over the last few years, promoted the
organization of ministerial conferences in
fields such as education, the environment,
justice, culture, land use, family life and
labour. As a general rule, the Committee
has the decision-making powers required
to resolve all questions involving the
Council. The scope of its political activity
is extensive. In particular, it approves the
work program and the conventions drawn
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