
weren’t doing Kelley hopes they will listen long 
enough to rethink some of theiralbum, Go Figure, has a great deal decided that 

of what SOTW’s Geoff Kelley po- nearly enough.
litely calls “crunch.” It’s a hard “There are lines in “Far Too bebets- 
electric sound quite unlike any- Canadian” that are hard for us to I thmk we challenge a lo 
thing heard from the band before, sing, like ‘We never march in dem- concrete ideas people may have 

Thenewsoundshockedanddis- onstrations/ We hold out breath he says. Theycom* 
mayed longtime fans who bought for arbitration.' That's true, we the show and they enjoy the - 

when it was released^ don't go out and demonstrate.” sic, but then hopefully a couple of 

the late spring, listened once, and Kelley says the band members 
put it away. have begun to take that kind of

But Kelley wishes that those action as people, as 
people would give the band a cians. For example, at gigs last year 
chance. they encouraged people to sign

“If they really care about the postcards protesting Canada’s mill- 
band they’ll let us do what we taristic role in the Gulf War. 
want,” he says. “If we hadn’t done The political tone of Spirit of 
this we would have broken up. the West’s music has always been 

“We needed the change so badly, an important element of their popu- 
We’d been doing the acoustic thing larity, and Kelley says that the band 

We felt it had takes this role seriously.

we

well as musi-

for so many years.

“We’re able to give people some 
reinforcement in their beliefs, peo-

really run its course.”
And offended fans can take

heart: Kelley says that Spirit of the pie who might believe things that 
PIRIT OF THE WEST played West hasn’t abandoned folk for- are left of centre,” Kelley says.

“We get accused of preaching to
October 23. It was the kind of “I think that the next album will the converted a lot. That may be 
energetic, no-holds-barred per- be a melding of the two styles,” the case,” Kelley says. “But when

formance the band is known for. Kelley predicts. “It’s kind of like we you believe in something slightly
But long-time fans who came an- did album seven before album six.” different you need support.”
ticipatingnote-for-note renditions Spirit of the West hasn’t aban- Kelley says they sing songs like
of folk classics from Labour Day or doned their political edge. But in- “Take it From the Source” and "Far 
Tripping up the Stairs , would have stead of the dark anger that colours Too Canadian” to give strength to

songs like “Dirty Pool” and “Profit- those who share their ideas, 
eers”, on earlier releases, their new “People feel that its like having 
material is personally political. a big arm on the shoulder saying 

“We use ourselves as an exam- ‘it’s OK to feels this way, this coun-
ple,” says Kelley about the new try can be a lot better of a place.”’

That mellow folk sound is gone, attitude. “For a period there I think 
Spirit of the West has abandoned we
the lyrical acoustic power of their with a political slant, we were do- 
previous five albums. Instead: roots ing our part. And then we took a 
rock meets acid house. Their new good hard look at ourselves and not share the band’s opinions, but

BY KATHRYN MORRIS 
AND STEPHANIE NOLEN

sa sold-out show at the SUB on ever.

been disappointed.

MUSIC
Spirit of the West 
Mclnnes Room

Kelley says that the entertain- 
felt that if we sang anything ment role of the band is also impor­

tant. The vibrant energy of their 
music attracts listeners who may

The defiant mood that pervaded 
previous Spirit of the West albums

more

days later they start to think about 
a line that stays in their head.”

The opinions which run so close is gone. Kelley says there is
to the surface in much of Spirit of optimism in their music now: “It’s 
the West’s music are genuine. hard now to summon up that same 
Kelley says that playing “Home- anger and angst." 
lands" (about land claims) to a And the acoustic sound is down 
largely Aboriginal audience, or 
“Save This House" at the Stein social and environmental issues, as 
Valley Festival, a fundraiser for the well as powerful and stirring music,
preservation of British Columbian 
Rain Forest, is gratifying.

The band has always taken a last Wednesday’s show proved, 
special interest in Western Cana- there are many people who appre- 
dian issues like these. ciate the band’s new, harder sound.

“For our songs it has ~ affect us And Spirit of the West is still out
to show them a great time.

for the count. But a concern for

remains.
As the enthusiastic response to

personally, and hit very close to 
home," Kelley says. “I think that’s 
why a lot of our songs do deal with 
British Columbia and why we origi­
nally called the band Spirit of the 
West.”

Thinking 
Law? I 
Think I
Toronto t(IPS:,

J**

*

Law at the 
University of Toronto
• admission requirements
• special programs • housing
• financial aid • after the LL.B.

But he is comfortable with the 
diversity of material which has been 
evident in the last two albums. He 

that the travelling the band

When: Friday, November 8, 1991,11:30 am 
Where: Student Union Building, Council 
Chambers, Dalhousle University 
Who: Joan Lax, Assistant Dean and Director 
of Admissions, Faculty of Law, U of T.
Dean Lax will be joined by U of T law 
graduates who are members of the Nova 
Scotia bar.
Come for an Informal discussion on 
opportunities at U of T law school.

says
has been doing, including recent 
gigs in Germany, Switzerland and 
England, has brought a more glo­
bal outlook to their songwriting.
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Spirit of the West: “Far too Canadian ”?
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First Baptist Church Halifax
1300 Oxford Street: 422 - 5203 (across from Shirreff Hall)

An ecumenical Church offering students a home away from home.

November 3rd - 10:30 a.m, - 
Sermon: For All the Saints... - Rev. John E. Boyd 

Music: Weaver, Faure
November 10th - 10:30 a.m. - Remembrançe Sunday 
Sermon: A Memory For Sacrifice - Rev. John E. Boyd 

Music: Purcell, Brahms
Adult Bible Class; Sundays at 9:30 a.m. I—

Free Student Luncheon Every Sunday After Service
Ministers: Rev. John E. Boyd, Rev. .Adele Crowell 

Director of Music: David MacDonald

SWAP TALK
Student Work Abroad Programme

Working Holidays for 1992 
All your questions can be answered

November 5th 
12:00 Noon 

Room 224 & 226

Date:
Time:
Location:

Dalhousle SUB
Travel Cuts 
Main Floor

Student Union Building 
Dalhousie University 

494 - 2054

Presented By: Canadian 
Federation 

CeO °* Students

Fédération FCE 
canadienne

des étudiantes ^^1*
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