
PSAhas head'-start here,

by Kari Wilberg

Often disabled people and.
their programs suffer in a

society wbere priorities for
funding do not include the-
disabl cd. -the situation in'Albcrà-
ta W'as sïilar, but a co>re'of-
dedicated workers bave made
cbanges. For example, Dr. Bab
Steadivard, and bis staff, bave
created the unique Paralympic
Sports Association (PS A) train-
ing center.

Tbe center is an internation-
ally known. up-to-date
research and training area at tbe,
U of A, wbicb represents -a
realistic approach to, tbe dis-
abled. Steadward says tbe center
was formed te -put togetber.
ebjective information to train
disabled athietes." In addition,
bie says, tbe center overcomes
awkwardness encountered by
disabled athietes "attempting to
train in able-bodied centers."*

Altbougb the center's pur-
pose is simple, the conditions
bebind its creation are
numerous. In spite of the
center's obvious benefits, its

creation is unique and, is the result
ofdedicated workers and net

cunu ïrom a WM»iUetv~y otsroee.
progressive governments. - *-

Steadward points out one
of the .Iargest problemns en-
countered in gaining.upprt ha
been the disabled atblete's low
status. He comments, "The
media concentr4te-_- on
professional and then amateur
sports"~ and littie on sport for the
disabled.

Consequently, gaining sup-
port can be difficuit., Steadward
has approached govenments;
business, and the university. Se
far, thecenter receives help fromf
the ACT, the 3AU- fund, the
Muttart foundation, and the U
of- A sport grant. prograr». In
addition, the Phys Ed faeul t y has
donated the equivalent of $15 te
$20 tbousand in office and
laboratoryspace.

Surprisingly, Steadward
claims the mnoney was g!ven
"with no, strings attached." He
says he believes contributors
trusted in his màny years of
experience and bis reputation as
"the only person pqibi shing"
disabled sport information.
Whatever tbe reason, Steadward
bas been successful: He says he
believes mucb of bis fund-raismng
success is the resuit of "taleni and

Specal tmalnlng techniqu« I.ad to asetonlshlng meuults.
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