
The Canadian Courier

bias flot been i(leallv stuccessful. But genuine progress
lias been made. ail -along the fine. Its operation is

gradually becoming more effective eachi vear. l)uring tue

first few years alter its adoption the toiaiissioners

were feeling their way and soundmig public opIiioxi. The

systemn of appointment by mienit was enieynew tu

American polieis. "Festina lente" appears to have been

the guîding motto cf the dav, lut as tlie %'ears roilld

on public men began le, find the conmmiss'ion a cunveit-
jent dumping ground for their hetxvy burden of patron-

age. It enaibled the politicîan lu, replv to hunigry appli-

cants for jobs, that he coulI inot recorrnmrend appoint-

inents which later on iuigbt be exposed by the civil ser-

v'ice commission as illegal. Oin the other balud tbe coin

mission could nott place the applicants on the eligible

list for eniployienl, until they hatl cuînplied witb t1e

requiremenîs of the civil service law. This lias prox ed

to bie a good tbîng botb for the politician and the pubî-

lic. Ont mav galber somne idea of the growilg impur-

tance of the 'civil service in Ibis state, bv a glance aI

somne of the work duringr the vear fromn October i, 1904

to Sept. 30, 1905. In that period 3ý,oio persol)is weI'c

examined for positions in thie difierent grades cf the

classified service, 65 nun-compe)ýtilixt e.1 aîd A uiipcti-

live examiînations were held aind 581 mn atnd 168 wo-

men received appointments. The ion-co)npetitix'e exam-

mations largely related le malter of Iranisfer and pro-

motion according to the rules. The averag,,e age of those

examined was about 39 years.
It is true that there are violations of the civil servic e

aw going on aIl the timte. Just now we bave ami illus-

tration iii the attempt cf the Democralie officiaIs in

Boston to exact a political subscription of 3 pier cent,

from, ail emplovees, receiving salary of St 200 or more

per aanum. The malter has been reported to the I)is-

tniet Attornev cf Suffolkt County, and it is duhtful if

tiiese officials xx dl persist in their dciiand. Bat w'i. ist

remeiner that ail iaws art' x ilatedi, suint to a. greater

and 50111e lu a lesser (lcgrce. aîccording to their nature.

lu this inoindaîne splitrt, xxe ca.nnul scC tr ideal perfc-

l ion, il iino't flot lit Ittigottdn that iii '.Massachusetts

no0 less thaîxî ,ý c ities and 1 tovviîs lhave accepted the

pru 11015of the civil serxvice law.\ At the preselit tflhte

wt' hu,\x a tapjahit' and cîiergt'tic buard aj i iiiiUissioners.

Tfht'v aire zealous for the public xvcal and are doing Inost

e'xcellenit w ork,. Bv the' faîir and consistent admuinistra-

tion of tItis 1a,t ur public. serv ice i the (>4 l3 ay State

is undt ubtt'dlxý impruxing. M7e have a bel ter t'ducttte

;nid motre' t îiipi'tt'tt class of ia'rsuiis in that service

ta11 xx t ex ur ltaul utîdier tht' old ntletiîods of politica i

X h co Iint t liIssttn ers SAY' ni t heir last rt'port "nu

stetof testitng mnen for puiti.i office is perfect,'
t but

Llit' prt'sent sxsteii (loes represtiit an innieasurabie ad-

ane pon lthe 'Sîsnls' int'thod of former days, id(er

x iias I'rcsidcïit lý oosQeet has justiv obserx'ed, l'ont-

sie politit ians reatliv made the appoinîments noininally

mtade 1w lthe executix e uflicers, the appointees being

tbostu bx tht' politiciatiis ini quetstionl iii the great m'a-

ioritv of cases, for reasolis totaliv unconnected with the

neds of tilt service dor of the public."' The reigil of the

graft and pul-iîtit ai deais is ntît yet over in Massa-

chiusetts but ils powver is certainly more restricted than

ît otherw ise would bave been without our present civil

sterx'ice law. Tue Provinces of Canadia have much to

gain by tut' adoption of such a law. Nt) state, provine

or coiinunxeallh con do its best work without an i-i

telligent conîpetent botdy of permanxent officiais in the

public service. No gov\ernietit is truly free which per-

mas a giant svsten (>f patronage to hamper and t'on

ti'ol ils po1ttical ;amhliti(tns andi to discourage intelligent,

efficient service.

The Last of the Season Through the Sault Ste. Marie Canal.

Though Lakes Superior and Huroin noer freeze over, the St. Mary',,, River wvhîch cominects theni froozes solid, as do the two canais

'which afford a passage around the rapids, The lat baats comiiig dowu f rom Port Arthur and Fort William in November

musuaIy have se'vere experiences 8s this photograph of the - Alexander McDougal' t1 indicatea.


