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By JAMES

JAUGUSTUS PERKINS is an inventor. Ido -not abject to this. I realize tliat ever>'
a'man lias a riglit ta' select lis own occupa-

tion, ta build lis own pathway to the stars,
s0 ta speak, but I do object, and witli reason, wlien
J. Atigustus uses me ta exploit lis infernal1 con-
trivances. Yes, I know I am secretary of Perkins,
Ltd., and tlie job is a good one, stili I earned it

About a niontli ago lie came into my office, lis
bat on tlie back of his head, and a ratlier offensive
air of success surrounding liim. 1 'requested liim
ta put away lis cigar, as my directors would not
like it. 1 was secretary at tliat time of the Society'
for the Preservation of Postent>, and man>' of My
directors were maiden ladies. In repi>' lie leaned
forward and tapped me an the cliest.

"Tliat's just it," he said, "tliat's just it. You
give away too much ta tlie opinions of oChers. à You
are ceasing ta be a free man and becoming a slave.
Cultivate your individualit>'." Resuming bis first
position lie puffed lieavily at bis cîgar.

«'It's al] ver>' well," said 1, "to talk of ni> idi-
vidualit>', but if Miss Grimes cames in and smells
this smoke, I nia> be dismissed. I have ta obe>'
orders."

"You do not have to aIe>' orders," replied Per-
kins. "I grant yau that for centuries the rule lias
been for the strang ta order, and the weak ta oîey.
But a new era lias dawned. Henceforth tliere will
neither be ordering, nor obeyig of orders. The
words 'aIe>',' and 'command,' will become obsolete.
Tlie dornestic, business, and social arrangements of
if e will praceed smootbly, and liarmonious>'. In-
tellectual co-operatian will replace tlie present sys-
teni of master and serf. Tbanks ta Perkins' Syn-
chronic Teîepatliist and Infallille Harmonizer."
His air was more' offensive than ever.

"Just what," I answered quite aliorti>', "do you
mean b>' that jumble ?»

"This is wliat I meati" ~r.W.
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monizer from ni> pocket, and irom studying it,
began ta daydreami of love and liappiness. How
long I remained in this state I do not know, but I
was aroused by tlie voice of Miss Grimes calling
me. Even then I was 'struck by a different note
in it. Usual>' it was loud,' nasal, and if I nia> use
tlie word, boss>'. Now it seemed softer, more
humanized. .Witli the Harmonizer in my liand I
w ent into the inner office.

Miss Grimes smiled mast kindl>', and asked me
ta draw up a chair leside lier. She made some in-
quiries in a tentative manner, paying no attention
ta ni> replies. She seemed nervous, and eni-
barrassed, blushing frequentl>', and hesitating in lier
speech. She would glance at me f rom under lier
eye-laslies, then away. A strange sensation came
stealing aver me. Miss Grimes ceased ta appear
the formidable creature slie liad lieretofore been,
and lecanie pleasing, yes, lavable. She inclined
lier liead toward my shoulder; unconsciaus>' I
placed ni> liand upon liers. ' In a moment we were
clasped in each otlier's armns.

I have only a dim memnor>' of that afternoon, but
I know that we vowed eternal fidelit>', and tliat aur
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tne scene oni>' ta join the revel. 1
hall, in and out of tlie rooms we
gong rang for dinner. l'bat Iroke
and dishevelled, we niade for thie c
Professor panting, and ejaculatiný

I ami extreniel>' fond of raast
Tooties bad provided ane for this
b> a leg of park. As soon as I
e ermined ta niake i-t the chief

dinner. To. my disgust everyone E
The result was that each oortion

loves

rcon w

the fatal effect my appearance had wrought. 'He
deplored the stringency of Mrs. Tooties' ideas a&-
to pocket-money. Sadly, we agreed that we were
waif s of misfortune, drifting on a sea of miser>'.

.The sharp voice of Mrs. Tooties broke up our
communion. Tootli turnied away,, giving me one-
last look of deepest sympathy.. When lie had gone
my mood changed again. I was angry witli myseif
for making a confidant of Tooties. 'I was angry
with Tooties for intruding on my grief. 1 paced-
the room, my indignation growing botter. Another
tap, and Mrs. Tooties bounced in. My anger seemed.
to communicate itself to lier. 'In a sneering >way
she apologized for Tooties. I 'sneered back'tliat
Tootles' ,actions were easily accounted for. In a
moment 'we were at it, liammer and tongs.' Her-
deliver>' was sa rapid, and lier utterance so velie-
ment, that 1 was at a disadvantage. Stili I miade
a few remarks as to lier general appearance, the
board whicli she provided, and ber capacity in
every way, which took effect. After a last scathing
harangue, she departed, banging the door.

T HE boot-boy brouglit me a telegram. It a
Abrief. It was from Miss Grimes. It read as

follows:
"Consider yourself discharged for insolence. Dc>

flot report ait office again. Your salary ,will be sent
by mail."

"I read this witli mixed feelings. I liad
regained my liberty; but I had lost my job. But
as a vision of Miss Grimes floated before My eyes,
1 threw the telegram into tlie air, and executed a
pas seul of jo>'.

Tlie room next ta mine was orrnipd liv n nnrflv


