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it's *i books or i real ife, there isn 't
any, mystery about any of tbese tbings
when you get te -tbe bottorn of 'em."

"When you get te the bottom of 'em,
there isn't," agreed Packe. "But it's
gettlng te the bottom of 'ern, my son.
Now, frankly, -when yeu were reading
my last novel, did you really know
wbo, the murderer was until you got
to the last chapter?" -

"No," answered Trlckett, 4'but wbe.n
1 got te the last chapter l tbougbt I
was an awful ass-that I badn't spotted
hlm long before.".

Packe iaugbed with genuine amuse-
ment at bis guest's disingenuousness.

l"Maybe you'll run up against a full-
blooded mystery i real life- one of
these days, Jimmie," bie said. -"I know
of one or, two now that would take
soe- solving. Tbere'sý one outside
this very bouse. Do- you -know ýthat
fer thirty years -a -certain, man-you
can see hlm for yourself any morning
-bas corne every day, Sundays .in-
cluded, a-t exactly twelve eo'clock, te
tbe corner of this street, wbere- it runs
Inte- St. James' Square, andý bas paced
Up and down a certain-stretcb of pave-
ment for precisely bal! an bour and
then gone away. Wbo la bie? Wbat
does hie corne for? Wby dees bie pace
and repace -tbe ,very samne bit of
street? Who knows- what is object
is, wbat be's tbinklng, what tbe whele
tbiug amounts to? -Come!'

"Wby not ask hlm ?" suggested
Trickett.

"Tbat's just what one.can't do, my
son! If you could go straigbt up te
a mystery and ask it- te expiain itself,
wby, tben-"

"There weuldn't be any mnystery in
it, o! course," said Trickett. "And
tbat'e what 1 say, There isn't any
mystery, wben you've got te the bot-
tom of It, For exaniple, tbere's ne
mys1tery about tbis mysterieus cbap
yeu're telling about, la bis ewn mind.
Hie 1knows what hie's; after. If you
spolie te hli be'd prcbably tell you
that be came there and did bis per-
formance because be iiked to, unles
be told you te mind your ewnl busi-
ness. I guese yeu can make mysteries
eut of nothing, and-"

At tbat moment' Rells came back
wltb another telegramIn la is hand,
saying tbat it had just been delivered.
Packe tere tbe envelope open, and
immediately began te frowa over the
message. Hie looked across at bis

tais isnT rnys-
aid. "This is a
e saine source.

111 bepe this will catcb you before
you leave. By wbatever means yeu
come te Brychester, wbetber by
train or motor, don't show yourself

neyer ernpty of borse-flesb. Room
after room in this old bouse.is neyer
used, neyer, indeed, opened save at
race-meeting times or wben the Yeo-
manry come up for their annual train-
ing; wbat trade is done in the place
ceuld well be carried on ia a quarter
of its ample dimensions. Nevertbe-
less tbere it stands In tbe beart of
the old city, maintainlng is outward
aspect ef eld-werldliness under tbe
protecting sbade e! the great catbe-
dral wbicb saw It built and will prob-
ably see it pulled dowa te be replaced
by sometbiag more in accordance witb
twentietb-century notions.

Nicholson Packe, piloted by Jimmie
Trickett into tbe stable-yard cf the
"Salutation" at preclsely twe o'clock,
was quick to espy tbe well-knewn
figure of the eld bead-waiter banging
about the back deer of tbe betel. Hie
sprang out ef the car, threwing off
bits travelling ceat.

"New, Jimmie," hie said, '"let's ar-
range matters. Yeu'll lunch at once,
ef course, and you'll be semewbere
abeut-coffee-roem or smokîng-room,
afterwards. V've a sort cf notien tbat
you may be wanted--a sert e!itul-
tive feeling tbat you baven't corne
dewn bere for nething, you know. Se
don't rua away, tbere's a goed bey."

"WTben you want me, you'll find me,"
answered- Trickett. 1I reckon there's.
nothlng te rua away te, in tbis place.
Go and flnd eutwbat your precieus
mystery là."

P ACKE walked quickly dewn the
yard, te be received wltb smilles
and bows by tbe bead-waiter,

wbo knew him o! old.
"Ris iordsbip's waitiag fer you la

Waterloo, sir," hie whispered confiden-
tially. "This way, sir."

Hie led the way Up ene flight of
stairs, dewn anotber, up a third, along
one desolate corridor, across another,
and fInally usbered Packe intn a Inug
private parleur where windows looked
upon the Catbedral Close. There, with
bis back warming at the fire and bis
eyes fixed meditatively on the
luncheon table, steed the Marquis of
Scraye, wbo seemed pleasantly re-
lIeved wben Packe walked lu aad'tbe
bead-,walter shut tb e door on hlm.»"What en eartb le ail this mys-
tery?" demanded Packe as' the two
young men eboek bande. "Wby arn
I te sneak lato Brycbester by the back
entrance?"

Scraye jerked a tbumb at tbe win-
dow.

"Popular nevelists," hie remarked
sententiously, are xot unknown, either
te fame or te eigbt. Tbey have tbelr
portraits in the papers; a lot of peo-
ple knew thern whem they don't know.
I dida't want certain persens-or at
any rate a certain person-to see you
in Bryclhester this merning, Packe-
tbat's wby. low did you cQme?"

"Jimmie Trickett ran me down la
lxis car," replled Packe. "We dld it
to the minute and kept a yard under
the regulation twenty miles ail the

"And who,
mie Trickett
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