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the Lady of the Manor, ini whoegift
the living lay.

This lady bad always ishown a mnark.
ed preference for the, vicar's second
daughter.

"'Mary Neville," she 'would remark ta
ber friends, "is severeiy handicapped by
circumstance, but abe 'vili make her
mark in apite of it. Her beauty is ex-
traordinary, and I cannot believe that,
Providence lbas destined ber for a.
faxiner's wife!"

It was on a foggy afternoon at tbe
end of November that Lady Caryi's
carriage turned in at the Vicarage gates
for the second,-tate eall of the year.

Molly received the vIsitor alone. Her
mother was upstairs with sd bronchial.
attack.

Lady Caryl, bandsexne, elderly, and
aristocratic, entered the sbabby draw-
ing-room witb ber most gracious air.
Sh e st and talked for a while upon
varions casual subjects. Molly poured
out the tea and responded with ber
usual cbeery directness. Lady Caryl
did not awe ber,.lier father was won£
ta rernark that, Molly was impudent as
a robin and brave as a lion.Àfter a slight pause in the conversa-
tion Lady Caryl turned fir parish
affaire with an abruptness' somewhat
characteristie of ber, but by no means,
impetueus.
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Wyverton, my dear MaryT" sIte inquir-
er. . 'Be spent a few days bere in the
summer."1

"Yes," said Molly. "lie came te see
us severai tine s."0

Thwe beautiful celer rose slightly as
she replied, but she iooked* straight at
bier questirtuer with a directness almost
boyish.

«'Ah!" said Lady Caryl. "I was away
frorn the Manor at the time, or 1 should
have asked hirn to stay there. 1 have
always liked him."

«"We liked bim toc," said Melly,
simply.

«'Be is a gentleman," rejnined Lady
Çaryl, with emphasis. "And that makes
bis niisfortune the more regrettable."

"Mlisfortune!" echoed Molly.
She started a littie as she uttered

the .word-so littie that none but a
very keen observer 'weuld bave noticed
it.

"Ah! said Lady Caryl. "You have
net beard, 1 see. I suppose you would
not bear. But it bas been tbe talk of
the town. Tlîey say hie has lest
practically every penny hie possessed
over seme,-gigantie Arnerican specula-
tien, and thiat te keep bis head above
water hie will, have to seli or let every
inch of land hie ewns. It is particular-
ly regretted, as hie bas always taken
his responsibilities serio 'tily. Indeed,
there are xnany who regard. bis prin-
ciples as eccentrkally fastidious. 1 arn
not of the number, xny dear Mary. Likze
you, I have a hi-h esteern for him, and
hie bas, muy most heartfelt symipatby-."

Slie ceased te speak, and tliere M'as
a little, pause.

"How dr-eadlful!" Molly said then.
"It must bie far worse te lose a lot cf
money 'than to bue poor frein the be-
ginning."

The flush hiad quite passed fron iber
face. SIte even looked sliglitly pale.

Lady CarYl laid down bier cup and.
rose. "That %otild lbe se, ne douht,"
she said. "I tbink I'shall try te per-
suiade hiîn te corne to us at the end cf
tbe year. And your sister is te be
înarried in Janrîary? It will be quiîte
an event for you ail. I arnnitre you

tievery* bîsy-eî'en more se than
isii, ni>, dear, Marv."

Slie iade lier stately adieu and swept
awav.

After bier depnrftîre 'Mol bore the
teacups te the kitebien aud %waqbed tbern
-withl esn tian lier uisial chieerv rapid-
ity. And wliîen the daýv's -ork ý%vas
don(,.she sat for a long wbile in lier
iev he(r(oni, with l iiotligbht flooding
a bout lier, thinkiiîkig deeplv.

It NNw:s the ci-e of Pli vIlis's weddling
dlay, and molî-w-slir at work in
thie kitebien. 'Plie clildren were all at
loîîîe. but slie lad rei.oliitely tiîrned
Pvery one ont of this, lier ou-n partieui-
lar doittain. tliat ie itiglit vomîlete
let txgp etaskof 1 raation undis-

turbed. Th. whole honsehold were in
a state of. seething exciternent. There
were guests in the bouse' as w»11, and
every room but the kitchen seemed
crowded ta its utmost capacity. Moliy
was busier than she had ever been in
ber life, and the wbiri of work had
iiearly awept away even ber serenity.
She was very tired, tee, thougli she was
scaroeiy conscieus of it. lier hands went
from eue task ta, another 'with aimost
inechanical akill.

-She was bending over tbe stove, stir-'
ring--a. dlicacy that required her minute
attention, when~ there carne a knock on
the kitchen door.

She did net even turu ber head as
she- respended to it. "Go away!" she
called. III can't talk te anyone."

There 'was a pause-a s peculative
pause-during wbich Melly bent lower
ever ber saucepan and concluded that
tbe intruder bad departed.

Then she became suddenly aware that
the door bad opened quietjly and some-
one bad entered. She couid net turn her
bher at the moment.

."Oh, do go away! " abe said. 911
haven't a second te spare; and if this
goes wrong 1 shail be heurs longer."

The kitchen door closed promptiy and
ebiigingly, and Molly, with ý littié sigh
of relief, concentrated ber full atten-
tien. once more upon the matter in

The Iast oritical phase of the opera-
tien arrived, and she lifted the sauce-
pan from the fire and turned round
wvith it ta the table.

In that instant she saw that whieh so
disturbed ber equanimity that she near-
ly dropped saucepan and cont enta upon
the kitchen floor.

Earl Wyvertoa was standing with bis
back against the door, watching bier
with eyes that shone quizzicai under
the meeting brows.

He came forward instantly, and
actually took _the sausepan out of ber
lhands.

"Let meIl he said.
Molly le! birn, being for the moment

poweriess to do otberwise.
"Now," bie »aid, "what does one do-

pour it into this glass tbing? I see.
Don't watch me, please; I'm nervous."l

Molly uttered a curijous littie laugl!
that was not wholly steady.__

"lHow did you corne here T" slkCsaid.
lie did not answer ber tili be bad

accomplished wbat he had undertaken.
Then be -set down tbe saucepan and
looked at "ler.

«'I arn staying with Lady Caryl," hie
told lier gravely. "I arrived this after-
noon. And I bave corne bere to prescrnt
a humble offerîng to your sister, and
te make a suggestion equally humble
to you. I arrived in this room -by
mieans of a process called bribery and
corruption. But if you are too bXisy
to listen te me, I will wait."

"I can listen," Molly said.
He had not even shaken -bands witb

lier, and she feit strangely unçertain of
bierseif. Shie was even conscious of a
chuildish desire to riin away.

lHe took lier at bier word at once.
'lTbank you," hie said. Now, do you
remiember a certain conversation that
took place between us six months ago 7"

"I remnember," she said.
An'odd sense of powerlessness had

taken possession of bier, and she knpw
it bad beconie visible to 1dm, for she
saw bis face alter.,

111 know l'miuii," lhe said, abruptly;
"but Fimn not frowning, believe nie."

Slie understood the illusion and laugh-
ed rather faintlv. "I'm not afraid-of
you, Lord Wýyverton," she said.'

Ho smiled at lier. "Thank youi," hie
Aaid. "Tbat's kiîid. I'm corning to the
point. There aie just two questions 1
have to ask you, and I've d4une. First,
hiave tlbey told you tbat l'in a ruined
mnan?

Nollv's face lîccanip trouhlecl. 5Yes."
slue said."ad CarYl told nie. I was
%Verv sorr-v-for voii."

Sbe uttered tlie la-t two wordq with
a conseloiis effort. He was iiîaýterin-
lier in sonie siilîtle fiishîion, drawing lier
1wý soîne mens îr 4bl Sefelt
almiost as if somneo occlt force Nvere at
work îîpoi<hePr. lie did not tiank lber
for bier sypatiiv. 4 Wtliot comment
lie passed on to bis second question.
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