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this end could possibi>' be taken than,
forthwith declaring oui entire rock>'
Laurentian area, a permanent forest
reservationl

Lakes that teem with Fish.

Proceeding south from the Kapi-
tongwa River, we entered Lake
Manitou, the first of an entrancmng
series of six beautiful lakes. These
lovel>' sheets of wild water dotted
with, islands are ecd fromn eight to
twenty- miles in length, and three
to eight miles wide, and yet the
first two we explored-Manitou and
.Upper Meta-are not shown as yet
on an>' officiai map. In these lakes
and connecting streams it is possible
to catch sturgeon, maskinongc, pick-
erel, speckled, black and salmon
trout, whitefish, percli, lîng, pike,
etc., in fact most of the finest food
and game fish except black bass, and
one cannot but hope that the author-
ities ma>' shorti>' take steps to in-
troduce this "bonnie figliter" and se
complete the list. Oui largest
specklcd beaut>' weighed between
four and five pouuds, but one cauglit
this season in the Kowkash River
which ruse through twe, of these
lakes, namel>', Abamasagi and O 'Sul-
livan, tipped the scale at eight
pounds!

On lUpper Meta Lake 1 was sur-
prised te come upon the blackened
waste of a recent fire, and decided to
trace tic boundary of this lire, and
determine the cause, area hurned
over and resulting damage. One of
the plates reproduced herewith shows
thc spot where this lre started on
Lily Lake Portage, and from this
point it swept northeast around
Marshall Lake and f ai beyend, a
distance of twenty-five miles, killing
from thurty te fort>' square miles of
fine timber. Moreover, the ensuing
plague of fiat and round-headed
borers had within onesummer se
riddled these dead trees as te, almost
preclude the idea of profitable
salvage.

Bear fat versus Timber.

It is incredible, but nevcrtheless a
fact, that this great flice was de-
liberatel>' set b>' a Cross Lake Indian
"for make a blueberi>' pasture to
draw tic bears " as he said. Fane>'
millions of feet of pine, spruce and
peplar timiber,-ties, legs and pulp-
wood-being thus destroyed in order
te provide a little bear fat for an
Indian fryîng pan! In the same way
ruineus ires are set te 'draw" the
meese and deer, b>' inducing the lush
young grewth which the>' crave. The
Oiibwav Indiaxis anxd half bi'Oeds are
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ideed a peculiar people--the>' seem
in general te have little conception
of thrift, that is, eof consîdering their
future needs. With- utter ieedless-
ness of tie future, tee mnan>' of them
leave their unquencied camp lires te
spread at will, and destrey the fîend-
1>' forest that shelters and clothes
and feeds them, and naturally thej'
give ne heed whatever to the future
timber needs of the white man. On
oui ten day trip we came on live
camp lires lef t blazing b>' Indian
packers along the Ombabika-Foit
Hope trade reute,-four of these had
already started inte tic forest and
as tic woods were dry asý tînder,
oui>' after much bard werk were we
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able to trench around and extinguish
them.

An impression one gets is that if
warning lire and game notices writ-
ten ini Ojibway and Cree syllabie
were posted througieut the north
woods the red men might be muci
more careful ef the natural reseurces.
Again, why not send a qualilied
speaker, cut with the treaty-paying
part>' each suminer? At the great
Indian gatheîings i Mammamattawa
and elsewhere, lie could come ite
direct contact with ahl the natives in
the r 'egion and it is just possible
that earnest appeals couchcd in their
mo ther tengue, migit reuse their
self-iterest iu forest protection.
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