THE PEACE—KILLER

By this t)me Julie de Clmte]et had returm'd
.. to consciousness, and enquired in a faint voice
- where she was, and whcre they were wnvey-
" ing her.”-

- De Belmont althongh ‘his heart mwgave
~ bhim, assured ber that she was among fricnds,’

and waa on ‘her way to a plm,e of safety.
Kondiarak directed de Belmont to cause the

- girl to lie. down in the bottotn of the canoe,,

_ and cover her with a couple of buffa o robcs
The young man obeyed.
+ And now, young warrior, you will remain
. ‘in‘'the bow und keep your cyes fastened on the

- /Abenaquis canoe, while my brother and I are’
«If we get -}
. alongside, he and I will leap- aboard, kill-the |
Serpent aud_afterwards take our Lhance you

. will remain in the canoe, with the girl, and no |-
" .- matter what happens to us two, you can brmg !

" at the paddles,” said the Huron.

" her to'a place of safety.”

-« T will stay with. you fo the Iast ” raid e

‘Belmont, 41 detest the Serpent as much as
you do. The coward! He was in the stone
“house with us to-night, and two. hours before
it was fired, he skulked-away by a door in the
. Tear, loadcd with plundu‘ He is worse than
.an Iroquum L
e “ You "know him at la,st " dnly obserwd
--Kondidrak.- In the meantime the canoe of

- -the. Huron, urged by the vigorous arms of him .
- and TambUour, went flying through the water ;
and, from time to time, de Belmont, from his
) post in the bow, rppmud that the bk:ﬁ” of the

- Abenaquis was sull in sight. :
"After about an hour's bhard work at- the
paddles, the Huron-who, at first; had trusted

" to the lightness of. hls canoe to - -overhaul

".the more heavily -Jaden craft of bLis enemy,

came to the conclusion merely to keep the.
Abmaqms in sight until daybreak ; for he saw’

" it was useless to try to come up w 1th them.

At length the East began .to show the signs

" of dawn ; and, by degrees, the stern, and after-
. wards thc entlrc Iength. of thé enemies’-canoe

e - became visible, better than a quarter of a mile

ahead. 1t carried five of ‘the Abenaquis.

Ata Hig’nal from thé Huron, de Belmont left -

: . his post of observation at th( bow; and took
Tambour’s paddle, with which he managcd to

keep stroke wzth the unyleldmg and unw umcd'

"Huron.
- Tambour ‘went forward to the - bow ralsed
. hls rifle; and; _]uatas the Abenaquis canoe rose
‘.on a swell, fired, " A. yell followed the report,
and when the feesh morning breeze blew the

smoke . aside, there was one paddle lcss on |

. board the canoe of the enemy,

" Kondiarak, with a proud smlle on his ex-’

-.pressive countena.nce looked towards Tam-
- ‘bour and .said ¢ Brother' of the Hurons, you
.-have dome well.”
© .. Tambour loaded the gun and tben re]leved

_the.Huron of his paddle. The chief went for-
~ ward to the bows, and, leaning his. rifi¢ on the
" gunwale, aimed straxght for the Indi:n who
. worked the hindmost paddle. -~ A
* -of agony ‘arose, and the next moment, the
- “stricken Abenaquis full- headlong into his
© . grave beneath the waters. -

Havm" Ioaded theriftesthe Huron a,dvmm-d '

.“3\
o .

i formed a despe rate. resolve.
head of his canoe on a line with ‘the flow of

" his t(fmaha“'rk at .the Huron's head.
' weapon missed’;

_enemy.

A loud shrick -

and took the padd!e from .cve T'elmont and -
the chief and Tambour, rcdoubling their ene
ergnes, were’ gatified to find that they were

-gaining upon their cnemies.

The Scrpent, finding that he was losing dis.
tance, suddenly turned his canoe and headed

Afor the South shore, with the intention, if he’
‘gained - it, of vscaping into the - woods.

But
tbe Hurun who penetrated the design the in-

[ Btant its author attempted to put it in execu- -
I tion, put_forth a tremvndous . effort, and . got
] betw“n his enemy and the shorc

‘The DL r=

pent, cut. off frum this. ‘means of escape,
-Bringing the

the current, he made btralght for the Lachine
Rapids, H’]tx ndmg to gain the City.of Montr.al;
whither he knew his sncmy would not-care t.o
follow him. _ a
The Hurén instantly comprehended the o
motives of the Serpent’s resolve, and directed
Tumbour to 8it down in the lgow; and de Bele .
mont'to take a seat in the middle of the canve; -
and bade Julic not to make a single move- - -
ment as she valued her life. - Taking the _

" paddle in his own hands, Kondiarak headed

his skiff for’ the rapids. ‘1t was a terrible

‘venture, but the spectres of his kindred, slain

in.cold blood and in. treachery, by the band
of the b&rpent—-and the memory, too, of
Isanta urged him on with an impulse which
set death, fear and prudence alike at defiance,
And Tambour .also partook of the Huron's
batred of the murderer of Isanta; and hesitated
at no’peril.which presented the faintest pro~

"“sprct of revenges——""

-—Trder the cagle éye and iron band-.of Knn-
diarak, the skiff sped through the thundering -

and preu,ntous waters with the buoyarnt velo-

city of a bird.

" At the foot of the raplds. the Humn closed
with the canoe of his envmy, and bounded
aboard, tomahawk in hand. The Serpent sent

then uftering -a yell of,dig- '
appointed rage, the Abenaquis chief, taking -

~his knife between bis tecth, leaped overboard,
. to swim 'to the thore, not over a quarter of a

mile distant. Kondiarak, burying his toma-".

| hawk in the head of the Indian next him,also ...~

placed ‘his knife between .his teeth, and

-plunged into the river after the betpent The -

latter, looking behind, saw that Tambour and
de Belmont bad boardcd his canoe, and over~ .
powered the three remaining Abenaqu:s By .
this time, the Huron was close  to.him'; ‘and
the berpent ﬁndmg escape 1mp0»1blc tumed
to bay.

¢ Dog and coward I have you ‘at. last,” .

roared the Huron as be closed with his mortal
They both went. down,. locked ‘in
each other’s grasp, and each brandlshmg his .
knife in his right hand. | . )

Tambour and-de Belmont rowed to the place R
where the chicfs dxbappeared and which they
could discern by the rising of the death bub-
bles. Anxiety was on .their. faces, for they
supposed that both bad perlshed But it was
not wholly so. On- chief rose to the snrface,
and in his rig 'ht b"nd was aknife Wh’Ch he wav-

y

.The -



