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~.” i Present, His.-Excellency the Lieutenant.Governor ; the Honourable Robert Baldwin Sullivan; ~Evcl-3inNo. 1. ="~
-, the Honourable -William Allan} the Honourabl: Augistus Baldwin the Hopourable™ . <. @ ' ..~
- ' 7 _Richard Alexander Tacker. .- ~. 1 ' =~ - B T S G IR
- . His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor having ‘summoned
. Countil met at Governinent House at nine ¢clock, Py + ~ o ' - . w
. ""." His Excellency was pleased.to call'the attention of the Executive Council to the fact, that '™ = 7 = ™ (0.0
' '3 number of.criminals are in.custody in, consequence of the invasionin the western distriet, - - ~; - ' W
"""+ out of which, several must he selected for capital punishment ; .and his Excellency was further - ° P
“» - "pleased to observe, that'it may now be 2 question for' serious consideration, whether.so large'a™ - . s o

- .. number as- six persons should be{left for execution. at the same time, atKingston, as he-was: .~ . . .

'~ not-without some apprehension,:that tlie excéution of so large' a numbgr. at ouce, may, in. . -. i :
7+ conjunction with the proceedings at London;-:go beyond the public feeling, and eéxcite senti~ o e ey

. - * . - -

. ments of .commiseration, :which would produce an ill effect “in"the  province; and a feeling of_-?:. NI RPN

'indignaion-in thie Utited States, which, however unreasonable, . may hereafler associate to:the.- """ T R
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. injury. of the province, jn.provoking war, or-in making-a war, if it be inevitable, moré vindie-— . ' . .-,
. . tive and sanguinary than it would otherwise be., R oL T N e
¢ . * His Excellency was further, pleased to say; that, he saw no reason.to alter his epinion'asto™ ;, -~ ... 7

~'* - ¥hé aggregate number who ought ta be executed out of the mass of prisoners, in order to.put.. .- . " . 0 ho.

% *down, if possible, the dreadful crimes which the' American border populatior were committing; * . .- - -

.~ <'But, under_the whole of the circumstances, his Excellency, required the opinion of the Council *. - " . .7 '. -+ -

*» " ‘upon, the question, whether two of the prisoners, now under orders for. execution, mightnot_ - -7~ ¢ 77 T
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,m'pro‘e;i-l be reprieved. | U, sl el e e . .

' The Executive Couricil, after imuch deliberation,- and-after an attentive perusal of theeases .- " °. . . U
- "of"the convicts as reported, adhered io'their former recommendation, .and stated to-his Exeel- ... . - - .
”-lency, that although they. would, if the'question were'to be discussed de novo, and-with the. -+ . * - " 5

7'~ knowledge of the objection, in the mind of his-Excellency; to the execution,of so many convicts * ', .. IR
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". " at one time, have modified" their recommendation, %0 as’to. have. divided the numbertobe - *. - °, JEESE
© . "executed,. into -smaller portious, they yet cotld not, advise his Excellency to grant reprieve = . . T -7
- ' to any of those convicts; sucha reprieve, Imthe opinion of the Council; would amount toan "=+ ~ = % o
~ ¢ assurance of sparing the lives.of the persons:réprieved, and the.measure.of their guilt, would R
. necessarily become.a new scale by which to judge of fature cases. . . 5 - .+ 7.7, e A LT
. . The Council furthier sfated, thai upon the individual -merits of each’, case, they: could-mot. - >+ -+ v T LS
“make’ a-selection. fromi ‘the siv ‘ordered foi ‘execution;: -with ’whiqh_tbq;i_coul‘d Afeé] satisfied. " - " Che

_*." . They were of opinion, that those who ‘were ordered for-execution, were amongst'the'mogt + . .. .Y
.t~ ¢ guiltyof the prisoners,-and’ that none of ‘their cases offéred- any distinguishifig marks of mi-. .~ . - i,

- ‘tigation, which would. enable the Council to recommendany of them to mercy.’ That ‘the. ; "~ roo-lp o T
. " principle upon which. the government had hitherto-acted, of - exetuting the most-criminal,;and .. " Lo L O

', Teserving the less guilty for secondary’ punishment, must indeed, be entirely departed from, if © v i . Y n

"% the lives of any-of those six persons should be spared.. **. %~ i . 7 . - Toas

"', ‘The Courcil furthet stated that they-could:discover o reasons sufficient.to inducé them'to™ -0 L L.
"7 “~-alter their. recommendation'as to the numbers to be’executed ;. that they had. concluded upon e
. ;ihiir.advice in that respéct, making every aliowance for. public feeling; and that.even sup-.. '~ - 3 0 U7 .
> " ‘posing thosé in:the- imiediate-view of, the execitions'to be inclined to relent, they.conceived” = , =~ "L\ %,
. that the government was bound "by a sense. duty to!Cairy public: efamples, in’ the 'wayl of .- T - AR

s ¥ “capital punishment, so far as to prove that it is not intimidated by foreign threats.of vengeance,™- "~ ".-~- = .

. 6r swayed:from its course by sectional.demonstrations of feeling.. *.* - " .ol S0 <, s

s+ - ,The Council further-remarked, that, in advising the course.of mercy and forbearance which . . = ‘o e T
27" had hitherto been - prominent. character of- this government, .they had frequently‘to contend , © & . ooy v
- - with popiilar sentiment; ‘notwithstauding ‘thich they had advised his Excellencyto persevere. :-  “ " &1 .-
v, - They have-had no.reason to regret their advice.in this' respect, and. they riow do nofethink 1"~ " ..y PR
, "+ tHe-apprehension .of popular commiseration," if-such should be. found' to-exist;' o of, foreign = . ™~ .. =
17 indignation, of *sufficient monient “to induce’, them to alter the ‘advice which, upon:the ‘most "k o RO

+. %"~ matyre deliberation, ahd with awiew-to the:most merciful ‘considerdtionof the remaining cases -3 v Svu vt
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i of prisoners, they hadifound it their dutysto offer.: = oo o o N7 ey e
v~ The Cotncil were Jurthier” of opinion, that the'invasion-of the ‘provinte'was plotted>and ;- .U 1y
.. v “carried into exécution by a’ number’of lawless and wicked conspirators.on ‘the frontier; who, - "t S e
. * ;' taking ‘advantage of the*weakness of-the; United States-Executive Government; have trampled © ©7°.° + -« ™=
+* > " upon-their own laws with absolute'impunity,. and. 56 far. from.the condign punishment of sthes, - =, % SRS
R '-'n als, witendrey fail mrto the  irands o, justice Catada;—be: '--=e esented-b: SN :- “.‘a\?:
i % thé respectable and thinking portion of the American’ community, the Council believe that this. © . %05

<%, ", portion .of the Ameéricait people -will rejoice sincerelyto ‘see: thai-;'ghef-é egiste a”power 'in" LS4 TS 0
“'e 7. Canada; ~which can  check’ .and punish.the disorders and insubordination existing .amonpst. . o\ - o TN
. 1. ~'thie-border ,and ‘western ‘poputation, which. not only threatens, to“involve ‘theircountry-in,a' * = t-c 76 oo

h

* “/war-with "England; “but "also: seems'not unlikely to*overthrow what remains’ of .obedienceor .~ 7 ¢ Ui
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