
4 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE

CANADA. lous, rejected conservative in favour of liberal candidates. On a question of
confidence raised at the commencement of the session, immediately after the
genéral election, the Administration was defeated by a majority of more than
two to one, and, a change of Government, as a matter·of course, ensued.

5. This alteration in the political complexion df .the Assembly, and the
change of Government consequent upon it, were therefore clearly and dis-
tinctly traceable to a revulsion of sentiment in the British constituencies o.ý
Upper Canada. In Lower Canada nothing had occurred to account for either.
This circumstance has, however, failed tosecure for the decisions of the popular
representative body either forbearançe or respect from a certain section of
those who profess to be emphatically the supporters of British interests. To
densc;-nce the Parliament as French in its composition, and thé Government as
subject to French influences, has been their constant object, and the wildest
doctrines have been broached with respect to the right which belongs to a
British minority of redressing by violence any indignity to which it may be
subjected from such a source. I have now before me:an article that appeared
in one of the principal English newspapers of Montreal at a very early period
of the session, of which I transcribe the concluding paragraph, as illustrative
of the temper and language in which, even at that time, and before the public
mind had been excited by the discussion of the Rebellion Losses Bill, a portion
of the press ventured to criticise the proceedings of the local Parliament. The
article treats of a measure affecting the townships, to which, I believe, no great
objection was raised in Parliament. It terminates, however, in the words-
"We are very glad of it-the sooner the cloven foot is made visible the better:
"the obvious intention of that majority, composed of Frenchmen, aided by
"traitorous British Canadians, is to force French institutions still further upon
"the British minority in Lower Canada. The intention is obvious, as we said,
"and we are glad that it is openly shown. We trust «that the party of the
"Government will succeed in every one of their· obnoxious measures. When
"French tyranny becomes insupportable we shall find our Cromwell. Shef-
"field, in the olden times, used to be famous for its keen and well-tempered
"whettles; well, they make bayonets there now, just as sharp and just as well-
"tempered. When we can stand tyranny no longer, it will be seen whether
"good bayonets in Saxon hands will not be more than a match for a mâce
"6and a majority."

6. To persons accustomed to the working of constitutional government in
well-ordered communities, it may seem incredible that such language should be
employed by the organs of any respectable party in reference to a body compris-
ing the freely-chosen representatives of a constituency, formed on a most popular
basis; but the cause of the anomaly is apparent enough to all who are acquainted
with the history of Canada. For a series of years the popular representative
body and the Executive, supported by the Legislative Council, were, in the
Lower Province especially, in a condition of almost constant antagonism. To
revile the one was the surest test of patriotism; to denounce the other, of
loyalty. In a society singularly democratic in its structure, where diversities
of race supplied special elements of confusion, and where consequently it was
most important that constituted authority should be respected, the moral in-
fluence of law and Government was enfeebled by the existence of perpetual
strife between the powers that ought to have afforded to each other a mutual
support. No state of affairs could be imagined less favourable te the extinction
of national animosities, and to the firm establishment of the gentle, and benig-
nant control of those liberal institutions which it is England's:pride and
privilege to bestow upon her children.

7. I arn not-without hope that a steady adherence to the principles of con-
stitutional Government, and the continuance of harmony between the co-ordi-
nate branches of the Legislature, may lead in process of time to the correction
of these evils; meanwhile, however, I nust ascribe mainly to the cause which
I have assigned the tone of arrogant defiance with which*the resolutions, not of
the Government only, but also of the Parliament, are treated by parties who
happen for the moment to be unable to make their views prevail with either,
and the acts of violence to which this inflammatory language has in the present
instance led.

8.~ That many persons conscientiously disapprove of the measure respecting
rebellion losses in Lower Canada which hias been introduced by the.Govern-


