
TIrhe Ctinadian C-ourler

co b, i, lie continuied bis way toward the sittiig-
room entrance. We ail instinctiv eiv turned that we
mlight see who the ne\vconer was. Wýhen lie first matie
his appearance, an exclamation of amusement cscaped
the lips of every man present, so unuisual ani tjuamnt
was the little figure which slood before ils in the door-
way.

It was that cf a boy of about fourteen, clressed in the
usual habit of the sailor ashore. In one hant ihe carried
a wooden hox, iii the other a harmonica, anti strapped
te his shoulders huing a small telescope bag. A profuse
shock cf dark curns erowned his merry litt1e fate, and
frcmi bis twinkiin«r brown eyes there danced sucli a iight
cf deviltrv anti nischief that il made one laui te look
at him.

We soon discox ered lie was Frenchi, and that hie hati
rau away from a coaisting steamship theti iii port, and
as hie was looking for an cpportunity to ship) ollt again
without deiay, Oid Dick at once sectired hïtm for car
ship.

I asked hini if hie had been loing aI sea.
"I haif heen 1<) sea Iwc years," lie answered :"When

I was leetie boy I go cne Frenceh sheep a i go hv ,za
Horn. Xou have been
by za Hern? An' I liaf
been ail ofer za worid.
I liaf been Japani - I
nal been China -I haf
1been Hlonolulu. I tell
yoîî I aux a saii-or.
My greal-fazer was a
sal or ;rny fazer was
a sail-or, was one cf
za officaire za Frenlil
sheep Burgoyne I ai i
a sailor, an' if efer. I
hal a boy, 1 want himi ý1i
to be a sali-or.''

Whien we took hlmn
abetard and showed
hiai to the skipper,
tiiere was lbit one ob)-
jection t h e latter
foaud. It was this
the boy had as an in-
sei)arable companion a
hinge gray parrot. lHe
lia< oblalueti the bird
on lis ftrst trip to
South Africa, and had
since then kept it with
hlm. The parrot~ ra
well-niigh seen as mach
of the world as the
veungrster hiniseif. But
the boy anti the par-
rot couiti net be seýp-
arated, and at iengtiî
the skipper consenleti,
upon condition that we
kept the bird as rauch
in the fc'cas'le as pos- ~
sible. This, of course,
we prorniseti faithfuliv
te do, and se bore Al
the pair te their quar-
ters, We never knew Frenchy anchis name. We called
him "Frenchy," andi
thai sufficeti te distinguish hlm frern the rest cf the
crew.

Frenchy had nameti the parrot "lBoney," anti the
latter soon became very popular among the men.

The bird was a geeti taiker, but as Frenchy had iteen
ils teacher, its vecabulary was cenfineti principally te
French, but it ceulti speak English-that is te say,
Frenchy's English, fer Frenchy was neyer se Frenchi as
when lie eudeavoured te be Engiish-and it wouid eften
cause uls ail te roar with laughter by croaking eut ln a
threaty voice, "I arn a F'renchman, 1 arn a Frenchmnan."

Aitegether, beiween Frenchy andi the parrot, we lad
entertainrnent ln pleniy te break the mnoneey of our
111e on shipboard, and it was net leng before the two
becarne very dear te us.

It would be dificuit te describe the friendship which,
hati sprung up between Olti Dick anti the yeuugster al-Most upen their first meeting. Il seemed strange that
two se vastiy different as Frenchy anti the olti mati
should becorne se attached. It was sernething more
than mere friendship, tee, as ail could see, fer the eld
seafarer could hoet have studied the lad's wetfare more

]ladi lie been lis father, anti Frenchy iii return enterîained
au equal affection for the sailor.

Dick atid 1 laid aiwa"js been the best of frientis. \'e
1 had been too x'ouug bt figlit iy own batties, lie llai
fougît themi for tue, but 1 lhad never, in ail te long~
years we had saileti together, takexi the plate lu the ohI
mnan's iweîrt whilti Frenchy it:d gr.iinedl wt'll nighi tn a
tiay.

1 w olild Olten sec Iheni, tlurilg wad beiow, seated
upai the fo'cas'ie head, enigaged iii conversation. One
day 1 caine upoti titem, seated titus together. They were
teaciîngr each o,,tier l"rec*ih ai Engwlislh, respecîiveiy.
On Frenielty's sitoîther sat the i airot Boniey, suitning
liimseilf and looking about witb a critical eye oit all lIaI
xvas going oit. A ls i ,asst'( the pair, I sturni>led, ruitiii"-g
mny foot ag flt. rinig boit.

"Great Stcott '' 1 exciaixied, and as 1 itaused to
itirise the w oititdedl ineinlîci I liear<i Frenitvh saiy to l)ick

I';iit'yii ? Voit cati say ztI it society ? You can say
,at te a lady?'

At otiier thimes thf- woitid iîrg.ue tipot the subjet t tf
Frtenchi aitl \ inerteaim shiPs' lud ,is lie lau' Wa s inteîiseiy

patri>tie, titis woîîi<i
mocre ofteti tuait iot
le. id on to a discuissicn
cI f lthe countries themi
selv es, anid the olti
tulait aixvays lotittd i
the ycuîîgster an aide
antagoîtist.

They presented a
cutrionis spiectacle asA titey sa t thîts togeliier
-ithe one so ciii, the
other so yoilîag.

A yecir 1) i ss e d
aw,îI ,.it onte motare

We Liy at anctiuur off
Taoîashotures. lThe

crew of the ,Castic-
"e"reitgli'' reniaineul mnucl

lthe saine as il Ilad
beu tweive months
before, with t1e excep-
tion 0t one cf the
btands wiîo itad lest his
lite dîiriîig a gaie cff
the eiist coast tiof Aîs-
tralia.

Ail otir cargo waîs
.,-board, andt wve were
fast makig ready for
seut. It was expeeted
we woitlt sal it a few
days, anti, butt fer the
ainiooked-for iilless of
the chief mate, weîtit
eveit then have been oit
cur way. llowever, lie
was reperleti recever-
inig, andt was exltected

M A K > E N abeard in a day or
two. Ail things were
lu readiness that we

His Parrot. imglt square e u r
Drawn by Tont 0. Marten. yards the minute hie

readheti the lead of
tle gang-plank. The mani hati served the "Castle-
reagh" as ehief mate fer as niaîy years as I hati served
bier befere the mast. Il was cntirely due te hini anti bis
treatment cf the nien iinder hlm tat tle latter stuck
by the slip as tley did, for mates such as hie were far
outside lthe pale cf the majerity. lie wss that rare
combinaticu, an efficient offleer atîd a jîîst master, andi
tle skipper was loatl te dispense with his services fer a
single vovage ; and, moreever, officers were at the lime
exceedingiy difficuit te precure.

Thus il was that while we lay at auchor, awaiting
bis comfng, eue morning we were ail seated about tle
fo'cas'le, eccnpying otîrselves iu variolîs ways. Frenchv
anti Olti Dick were iooking tlrough tle former's ancienft
serait-bock. Suddeniv lu burst eue efthe hantis, Jack
Doîti by name, whom we hati been expecting, andi whese
coming we awaiteti witi mie litIle aîîxiety. Hie lad corne'
from bringing the skipper offin a smail boat.

"tBoys,0 cried ihe, "I've bad tîews for yon. We'iI sail
wî, oit him."

Ou the instant Dick was upeti his feet.
"But how can we ?" hie quickly respendeti. "Whoe-


