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jolei'ation as lier lîusband. Reînaining
upoîî the Tlirone for a brief period, slie
(lied in 1868, and Wvas aglai I suiccecied by
Qucen Ranavalona JI. wlio stili reigns.
Not longr after lier itccssion to, tlie
Thirone, suie wvas baptized, becanie a Pro-
fecqsedl follower of Christ, and a publie
burning of the old national idlols took
lace~. eSettled Coligrcgations nlow grewv
rapidly large, aemssions werc mnade to
the communion of the Clinli, hand the
profcsscdly Christian population is now
nunlberef ait 60,000.

No sncbi instance of remarkable pro-
gress in tlie history of' missions lias ever
been i vtncssed in tliese modern tinies
as iwlat WCe nom sec takilng place in
Madagascar. (od ]lias abinidantly
hlessed the labours of blis servants, aîîd
nmade tîhe wratli of mnan to praise Mîin.
Filft) >-cars ago idolatry reigned supremle,
there ivere n0 seliools, nôt a hisin i
the land, and tlhe wliole pieaple stink la
ignorance and crime. 'Vo0-day lîow
ciatiged tie scenle. Now in liuindreds
of plates idolatry lias been uîperseded
by Chrstîanity, seli10l5 baive, beea es-
tablislied, and tlie Seriptures scattered
tbrougliotit the land. Clîristians arc niow
nuinuered by tens o? tlîousands, and so-
cietv is being leavened by the pri neiples
of Chiristan niorality. Of c'ntrse, mueli
yet remains te bc donc before tlîis p>eo-
ple are thorougbly christianize'. And
even anxeng timose whlo, have left thme
ranks of hecatlmendoin, wve are niot to look
for as liigh a position iii scriptural know-
ledge or for as higi tonled inorality, as
among tlioso more higlily favoureml.
Tîxerée are fuatures, liowever, whieli
characterize this Mis-sion Chutreli, that
may -well eiamne coînmumties in these
Lower Provinces. li tlîe capital of
Madagascar we are told tbat ali thîe
Clbristian faniilies regularly observe fil-
ly worslîip. 0f lîow many congregations
withîin tlie pale of the Churcli o? Seot-
land can tlîis be said ?

WVe cannot but look back upon the
past 50 years in thbe bistory of the gond
cause in thîe Island oMdgsa.witlî-
out a feeling of the lîveliest gratitudce andl
svontier. The clîurch tberc.. lias been
cradîcîl amnid the raging storm, it lias
passed tbrougli severe trials and come
torth strong and pure. Let us, whilst
learning o? wbat bas been donc, bce n-

couragrei te, do our part and sustain our
mnissionaries witlî ceaselees prayers anîl
enlarged contributions. OitsEaRvE.t

Albion Mines and Westviile.

The coînbined congregations ofAI
bion MNines and Westville, sensible of
tbecir obligaition to, the Ihomie N-ission
Board for the Supplemient of Stipends
tlîey have received for their present

iniister and lus predecessor. liî ve îîxîani-
mously resolveil, lienceforth, not offh' to
relieve the Home Mission Board of t1iat
burden, but raise thueir iniisttvr's ,tiliitl
to, S80'0 pur annumn, exclusive of' lime
Manise.

Tiiey felt uincomfortable wbile timer
received that supplemeunt. Thîcrt! %vere,
boivevcr, iseveral extenuati ng ciriiiu-
stances in their case. Tliey wvere coin.
parat:v-ely- a neiv congregation, fonred
froin niaterial of dIiffe>reirt deseriptionis;
a considerable proportion of thcin nuier
identifiemi tbenmsclves witlî an), congi-
gation of chiri.3tians until now, othmers.
recently froin Scotland nceded to bv
trained into our volunîtary systeun of
supporting the statud ordinaitmxs otf
religion. ý

aThie înigrating dlisposition pectiliar.to
aiininîng population, lbas bLeun yer' Ili-
jrions to the prospt rity of' tîmis congre-

gaLion.
As a new cong-regation, %ve wec

obligedt to assume tlitI ires-j>)libility of
building two comamodious ch uime;t(s.anil
a sîlendid M.Nanse, involviiig a cust of
sotte $8000 writhin the last êiglit N cam~
But tlîe most uisheartening event tîmatt
bas occurred to us wvas t1w reimoyal of
our former pastor, the 11ev. W. M.
Phiilip, wlîo was behd in sucli ligh esti-
mation by alI bis congregation tîtat wc,
really fcarcei tbat It wvas mmnpos>mimhe to

procure the service of a successor, %vlmo
wvuhd supply bis place in thie afflectioas1
of thîe people ; andi tîuis -%vas tîme imîca
wbielh indtice(' us to renew our apmîl.ea-
tion for a supplement to our Iprecmit mini-
ister. It is a natter of sinec ,iatifim'a-
tion, tbat in tîmis respect %we lhave been
most agreeably <isappoin, uld; for cmii

prescrit niinister is deservedly belove(l
and increasing lu popularity everl' da.-t'
We ail feel grateful to AmgmyGm
for providing se speedily for us a urna
to go in and out amongs,.t us to break tlîe


