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Ilwould the state ai things be improved by the aboli-
~5tion ai the Sabbatlî schoal, for if it is a faihure then
lit belongs ta that ordçr ai tlîings that is waxing aid

and ready ta vanislh away ?
1%. may becanceded that there is toa mucli igno-

rance ai scriptural trulli among many -'ho have at-
tcnded Sabbatlî schoil, and it iq desirable that this
deiect be c rmdied. In rccurn it miglit be asked,
Arc ai wli attend r1hiîrch iise scribes, inçtructcd in
the things ai thc kingdam ? Ignorance ai doctrinal
trutli is n--' the exclusive possession ai certain Sab-
bath shalars. That, however, is no justification ai
ir.ddequato S.'bh)atii schîooh tcaclîing and study.
Whîo arc moqt icisitively alîve ta the nccd ai more
systemnatic and effective teaching ai divine truth in

~the Sabbaîiî s:,iîuoi, si it be ;-'t thie most intelligent
~su perintondents and teachers of jur Sabbatli schohs?
JThe ineawi' oa making thc'se schools mare efficient

have oi laie yrars hec-n almnst inideriniteiy multiplied,
and ahl progressive teachers hiave increasinghy toIt
the need ai mare tharough preparatian and training
for their important work. The time when Sabbathî
schnn! tcaching can bc taken up as a kind ai mli-
giaus pastime lias gone past, anîd it can no langer
becansidered as an act af condescensian for the
best educatcd mecinbers ai a cangregation ta take
part ini a work îtseif sa delighitiui and an wbich
results ai the greatcst importance depend. No bot-
ter evidence ai the progressive anîd adaptive char-
acter ai Sabbath scliooh work is needed than that
variaus Ciîumches, aur own amang the rest. have es-
tabiished weli-coîîsidered methads for thte bighcr
Chiistian instruction ai yauthî. These schcînes are
yot tao rocent in arigin ta enable anc ta estimate
thoir resuits, but mnuch may reasonabiy be expccted
imam tbcm. Anather corrective influence wiih
doubtlcss bc fauîîd ini the young people's arganiza-
tions naw farming a part ai aimost aIl cangrega-
tianal ife. 1-itherto îo ittle intercst bas been
taken in the schiolars who in their own estimation
bave autgrawn the S41)bathî schoil. Truc, fom
neamhy liaif a century conventions have discussed
the question, Hoîv best ta secume thc aider schoaas ?
but the right ansvcr bas nat scemingiy beemi iound.
Noiv that Ohurchî'.s are awaking ta the importance
of secuing the intemcst and co-apematian of the
young in active Christian work, a practical answer
may bc faund, and in time the Sal:bathi sciîohl may
prove more than ever the nursery ai the Clîurch.

The practical gaad accomptislîcd by the Sab-
bath schooh is simply incalculable. Is the womk ai
many tbotisand Sabbath schohl teachers in vain ?
Wihh even the most unsympatbet-ic critic venture the
assertion tlîat ail the consocratcd and seli.denying
effort ai tiiese uîlostentatiaus îvorkcms is barren and
unbhesscd ? No! the Sabbath school is rat a fail-
ume. Tbousands in this haover warld, and thou-
sands in the îvarid beyand bave easan ta biess
God that their steps wvere directed ta the Sabbath
schoi. It lias been a centre af i hgt in many a
dark place. The îvork donc by it no adverse criti-
cism can belittle or efface. By ail means let the
ight in upan its methads and wvrking, imprave

these ta the utmaost, but if that be the purpose ai
the critics, the word faihume in connection with the
Sabbath scbooi is one wholtv inapplicable.

T'HE FA MIL Y IN MODERN CIVILIZA-
TION.

T HE series ci Present Day Papers noîv appear-
ing in thie Cenitury are devoted ta the consi-

deration ai questions ai vital importance. In the
cument number the second contribution ta this valu-
able seies is by S4muel W. Dyke, and thaugh some-
wvhat acacemic in tone is thoughtfuh and suggestive.
It deals with. Probhems of the Family. The iamiiy,
a divineiy appointed institution, and anc that fomms
the starting point ai aIt civiiization, is at present apt
ta be too much ovemhoked. Modemn influences are
nat sa conducîve ta the stability and wcl-being ai
the iamily as thcy shauhd be. Bath ai the chamac-
teristic tendencies ai the time seem mrather injuriaus
than beneficial ta home ie; individualisni on the
arc side tends ta lessen the sense ai espansibility,
and an the other co-operative effort in ahi industrial
and philanthropie enterprise throws the cdaims ai
famihy ile inta the background.

It cannaI be said that people are in these days
indifferent to iamily lufe. In the struggle for exis-

*tence, the desime ta secume shelter and comiomt for
th~ose cependent on themn animates most men in
wbatever sphere ai effort their daihy toils may ie.
The Iîumblest labc,irer, the skihhed artizan, the pro-
fessional mari, and those who aspire ta the highest
positians in the state, are anxious ta make the mast
ai their damestic ile. Whether it may be ta secure
a humble home or ta make a place in the higbest
ranks ai social existence men strive with unceasing
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energy tai better th,:ir position. In the very strugghe,
hawever. thcre may be the sacrifice ai much that is
essc-.itial ta the well-being ai the family. Titis very
individualism that makes self the centre round which
activity and feeling revolve goos far ta lessen inter-
est in those that are even nearest and dearest, and
taa often gives a deattî-btaw ta somre of the virtues
tiîat have hitherta ennobted and sanctiied home-
lite. Industrial and commercial caînbinations arc
cittier absarbing or extinguishing individual enter-
prise and whatcver ccc'nonîic changes and benefits
they may ulttmately praduce, ttîcir immiediate influ-
ence on family lueé is not an uniqu iificd blcssing.
The marveilous inventions, and the no less marvel.
fous acdaptatians ai scientific discavery ta andustriat
lite, much as they have advanced civîlization, have
donc tittie ta mitigate the curse af labour to tte tail-
ing millions. It is nat ailagether reassuring ta know
that in the great industrial centres ai the wvurld
thriity and temperate citizens have ta live under can-
ditions that are in some respects lharder than mad-
ern humane methods mete out ta criminais in aur
gaals. The usual off-hand expianatian ai this is
that if mnen were sober and industriaus they wvould
soan rise abave such conditians. but this does nat
explain the iact that it is yearly becaming mare
difticult for increasing numbers ai aperatives ta
obtain such accommodatian as can iairly be dignified
by thc name ar haone. Home nat merely in senti-
ment but ;n reality is rcndercd impossib!c Mien
several families are crowvded into anc or two apart-
monts. Neither can many ai the pleasures ai home
lufe bc enjayed, nor its better influenc.-s feît, Miîen
n:)t only father and eider brothers have ta devate
themsehves ta incessant toil, but mathers and young
chitdrcn have periorce ta became wage.earn crs, with
tittie hape that anything bcyand the bare necessi-
tics ai existence can thereby be sccured. Madern
civilizatian daubtless is !eading the vay ta grander
and better things, but saciety as a wvholee may have
ta say as th'e Roman officer said ta Paul, Wittî a
great sum obtained 1 this frecdom.

The writer ai the paper reierred ta drawvs atten-
tion ta the iact that recent legistation lias done but
littie for the famity, and that in anc particular such
legislatian is becaming increasingly urgent. The
marriage relation, tying at the basîs ai the family,
is being retaxed ith a growing irequency that
bodes ilI far the famiiy and the nation. It sureiy
cannat be a tratter ai indifference, iar less ai coim-
placency, ta any ance vto longs for moral advancc-
ment ta tearn that in the United States alone no
fcevcr than 328,716 divorces were granted within the
ast twenty years. The taxity which such a statc af

things implies is nat only tîurtiul ta iamity lufe, it is
perilous ta the nation. The mare thoughtful ýJr aur
neighbaurs across the bousîdary realizing the dan-
gers and apprehensive ai dîsaster, are pleading for
reiarm ai divorce haîvs and making thcm uniiorm
ttîraughout the nation, so ihat it may bc no langer
possible for husbands or ives ta abtain the sever-
ance ai the nîast sacred bonds by fraud or conni-
vance or eveti, as is sametimes the case, without rhe
knowledge ai each other. Occasianalty Canadian
newspapers plead for greater faciiity in procuring
divorce in this country, but with the experience ai
the adjaining country befare us, sureiy it is better ta
Lt matters remain as they are rather than encourage
a laxity that could only be productive ai moral and
social degradatian.

Without reflecting an modemn (hurch activities
such as Sabbatli schools and the variaus arganiza-
tians for young people and mnissianary endeavour,
the writer shows what many are ready ta admit, that
ail these activities are conducted mare or hess at the
expense ai the iamihy lufe. He daes not suggest the
lessening af these activities, nom %vould any who in
a degree e zes the urgent need ai them ail ta un -
dertakr the womk that presses for performanîce. He
thinks, nowever, that as there are many people in
spamsehy populated districts as wvctl as in densely
crowded cities, wha are, irom circumstanccs, aut-side
the influcnce ai Christian effort, mucli gaad might
be donc by diecting attention ta the family itseif as
an integmat factor in the work ai evangetization.
His remarks in bis connectian are wvrth thinking
about:

hn the judgment ai the sociotogist, that cannaI be a health.
fut or permanent adjusirnent af the forces ai the Church which
does nat distribute themn proportionately among the three great
forms ai social institutions reprcsented by the family, the con-
gregation, and thc larger bodies forrned out of the latter. Theamily is the primary social institution. Itis the mosi universal
in its inclusion ai members and in its presé.nce ; il is the mast
constant in ils influence ; il cames it b, closest contact witb
persans af aIt ages and sex, tbough it touches cseîliy the
yaung ; and it is the great Channel aifivoman's inlune. To
develap imuoaial their camplex relations thc other social insti-
tutions, ard yct keep the lufe ai the famiiy sound and duiy
vigaraus, is the great task af modern society. As aur modern
civilizatian pusbes aut ils wonderiut growtb an tbis side and
an tbat,it cantinuatlyfinds itsclf compeltedto lock ta itsprimary

censtituents and sec that the-, ire krpt at thicir vcry hcst. It
docs this an peril of dissolution. The clearest lessons from
the histary ci Aryan civilization, enforccd, too, by the stress
laid by ecarly Christianity upon picty in tbe houschold, point in
the same direction.

Hcre, then, is the place for soma practicat work i the
development of the latest religions uses of the <amily. White
wc may not cease aur talk with men about public waorship, and
the duties thcy awe it, we may wvell learn ta go ta them in
bchal( ai the Iamily. But this must flot be donc as if the famîly
wcre a beggar, with self-respect tost, waiting for the date others
may condescend ta givc it. WV have had too much ai this
sort ai treairnent ai the borne. V%1c bave made ia helptcss by
the methods ai aur charity long cnougb. Ih is timc ta bclp
the borna ta self-rcspe'nt by aur own respect for it. There is
in it a slumbcring cansc:ousness afi aseli whîcb necds ta be
callcd into activlty. hI is time wc ceased ta inaka peoplc <cet
that there is no salvation except by way af the church-daors
in simple justice, at tcast, ta Him who said, I 1arn the Door."
Where He us, there is the cburch is at least Protestant
doctrine, and no form af ecclesiasticism, neot aven thai ai the
most orthodox Protestantism, any more than that ai Rame,
Lait shut Hm wthin churcb watts, or look to the congregation
as the place for thc greater part aif His %work.

The piper thcn consid.rs the relation of the
family ta thc public school ta cconamnic and paliti-
cal science and closes with a suggestion that the
i'amily in ali its relations shauld become a subject of
systcma tic and scientific study, and that cducated
young men and wvomen shoutd cmploy their talents
in diffusing the results of such study sa that ignor-
ance af the subject may bc dispelled. Surely in the
complexities af aur miodern life the family, the Christ-
ian home, may become a Iliglier, a more influential
and a more blessed institution than àt lias ever been
in the past.

11300ks anb <flaGa3tines.
"THE BACKWVARD BOY " is aten the most difi-

cuIt member af the family. His possihilities, and
the best wvay af bringing aout his talents, are ta bc
discussed in the caming volume af the Koul/t's Coin-
panion by President J. B. Angcll, af the University
af Michigan, President C. K. Adains, ai Corneil, and
President D. C. Gilinan, ai Johns-I-Ipkins.

ST. NICHOLAI. (Nev York. The Century Ca.)
-This superb magazine for young folks presenits a
mast attractive number for this month. Its con-
tents are very varied, grave and gay, instructive and
amutsing, a" >fi them seasonable. Eminent writers
contribute and gifted artists vie with each other in
doing their best ta make Si. Nicha/as anc ai the
nîost attractive magazines for yating people.

111E CENTURY. (New York: The Century Co.)
-A very striking portrait afINMr. James Bryce, MX.P.,
author afII"The Amnerican Com-.monwealth," serves
as frontispiece for the January number, one ai great
excellence. There is aiso a stighit biagraphical
sketch ai the distinguished authar ai anc ai the best
books on the United States. AmeUta 1B. Edwvards'
account ai the recent Egyptian discoveries at Bubas-
tis is mast interesting. It is faiiaoved by another
instalment ai Joseph Jcifersan's autobiography,
which possesses a rare charim. Samuel W. Dyke
makes a cantribution an IlProblems ai the Famity "
ta the Present Day Papers ser-es. Henry James
supplies a sliîglt sketch ai the French caricaturist,
Honore Daumier, with which several specimens ai
his grotesque art are given. The portian ai the
Lincoln history is ai the most intense interest, as the
incidents ai his tragic death are fully detailed. The
fiction and poetry ai the number are ai decîded ex-
cellence ; the powerful poem, "ITo the Tsar," catis
for special mention.

SC.RIBNER'S MAGAZINE. (Newv York: Chartes
Scribner's Sons.)-Scribner's Magazine for January
begins the faurth year and seventh volume with the
promise that during the current year it will foltow
its welt-approved course af printing articles ai in-
terest in themselves, by writers who realty have
samething ta say ; and ai aiming that great variety
shaîl be secured rather than that single undertakings
shah manapalize its space. In the interest ai time-
liness and variety a department has been added
where, under the titte IIThe Point ai Vicw," an op-
partunity is given ta the best writers far a brief and
familiar discussion ai subjects ai bath passing and
permanent interest; literary, artistic and general.
The principal articles ai the number are 'Water
Storagc in the West," "The Paris Exhibition-
Notes and Impression," Tripoli ai Barbary," "The
Beauty ai Spanish Wamonen," and IIElectricity in the
I-ousehold." The seriats, " Expectation," by Octasýe
Thanet, and IlIn the Valley," by Harold Frederizc
are pawerfully written. Poetry and short stary re-
ceiv-e a due place in the number. The illustrations
are phentiful and oi a high class.


