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war-sbip, the Constitution, whieh had doue
such noble service for the Union in the
war of 1812. These verses ran like wjld-
tire through the nation; they were pubi-
lislied iii ail the newspapers, and were
even circulated on bandbills. So strong
was public sentiment thereby aroused that
the Secretary of the Navy was coiîstraiîîed
to order that the Constitution 1)0 iepitired
and presert'e(.

As bis time was îîoiv occupied iii bis
inoedwal studios, we hear littie more front
iiiiî in the way of literature until 1836,

whiei the lirst editioti of lus poemns was
issued. Sooii afterwards lie gained tbree
valuabile prize iiedals for dissortatiotîs on
iiedical subjects. The esSay on interujiit-

tout feyer is yet a standard work. Vari-
ous otimer essays, addresses aîîd poius ap-
poaro<l (dur-ing tue subsequett l>eri<>d. lie
also tlelivered a course of lectures in sev-
oral et)stei-it cities on the English poets omf
tlàe niîîotenth century. Tliese were iii
goiinra very much apreCiated. He makes
mny aniusirig references throughiout luis
books to bis experiences as a pulic lee-
turer.

But the year 1857 marks the heginiig
of a new era) iii our autbor's life. It wag
then that the Atlantic Mon t/ty 31ugazine
was esitablislied. James Russell LoweIl
was appoiiited edito)r, and among his cluief
contributors were Longfellow, Motley, aimd
Emuersoni. But it is afhirrued that the en-
terpriso would have been a complete fail-
tire liatl it 'lot been for the extraordinary
interesît which wita excited iu the public
inid lmy a series of sketches from the peu
of Oliver Wendell Holmes, entitled IlThe
Autocrat of the Breakfast Table." These
sketches were followed iii 1859 by a sinti-
lar series under the naine of ilThe Profes-
sor at the Breakfast Table,") ammd still an-
other ini 1872, "The Poet at the Breakfast
Table." So Popular 'were these articles
that immediately after their appearance
in the Atlantic they were republished lu
book forni.

Takiug raîîk nlext to these, bis most
faînous literary works are the two ro-
mnces, "Elsie Venner" (1861) and "The-
Guardian Augel" (1867). The former
b>ook is generally considered the botter.
It is a weird, tlînillitîg, and strikiugly
original story, lu wbich romnance and sen-
timnît are blended with moral psychology,
podagogy, auid satires on New Etiglanci
characters andi Society.

Dr. Ilolînes coîtipleted last year a criti-
cal study of the life, cliaracter and writ-
ings of Raîpli Waldo Emierson, wbichi was.
published in the "Autmenican Men of Let-
tors " soties. Duîriîg recent years lie bas
eontributed essays and reviews to varions
literary and muedical joimrnals. Most of
Itis poorus liad their first appearauce iu
tiie2ltlaniic. Ho is now writing for that
muagazine a senies of pleasiug sketches, ext-
tîtled IlThe New Portfolio."

Lt is scarcely nlecessary to Say that Our
author's Iiterary reputation rests înainly
on the Il Breakfast Table" series ; but the
mlore obvious excellences of tliese books
have been lauded so niuch by the critics.
that only a bare reference to themo is.
called for bore. Lt 'will be fitting toý
dwell more at length upon features whichi
bave not been so geners.fly commented
Upolu.

In passing, thon, lot ns say that it is
doubtful wliethor, iii the whole range of
Euglish prose literature, thero is a work
of groater and more iuteresting original-
ity, or one which couttributes in the sane
degree to, the higu intellectual eujoymoîît
of so great a varioty of readers.. The fa-
mous "lNoctes Ambrosiaine" most neanly
approachi thoni in character; but wh.ile
the works of Professor Wilson excel those
of Hommes li a certain masculine vigor
and directiuess, yet in general excellence
the latter must be allowed the precodonce.

0f those three books, "The Autocrat
is most widoly known ; but IlThe Profes-
sor " is quite as good a book, and, indoed,
sente critical readers considor it botter


