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which a wise and gond Father instructs a litle ohild in mastars of the
highest impottance to 14 distinatly undarsioesd 1 Nevw, in toply, we may
conoede, that the truthe of trliginn, &2 far ax noneraary tn syivation, are,
by the tharey of Gad. made lavel 1o the hamast capacity, sl we Time
hiea far the many delightfill inetanene which prasent themeslves of pare
tone who wonld in vain havo attemptad to crapple with the mysearios of
seionce, giving evidencs that they have hoonme acquainted with the onty
ttae God, and Jeeus Chriet wham he hath ssnt, which 10 knew {a life
oternal, still it admite of n» digputa, for axpeticacs abondantly dem-m-
strates {t, that thete e mach in the séripturce which men of the highest
talent, tho greatest laaning, and the mnet hligant rescarch, havo nnt yet
boon ablo astisfactorily 1o unfold ; and that the dostrines of the grepel,
when followest eut In their tamifieations and bearings, transrend the jofs
tieet facultica af man.  Indeed, it fe not diffieglt to aceaunt for the in.
dispenaable need which theto is for eamest and patisnt applieatinn, in
under {o even & mimlerate and talotable anqanintance with the sulyeets
comprehended in a cours of theolozical study. Lot 1t be romembere).
first of all, that the eetipturos aro writlen in foreign Ianguages, 6no of
which, as a sptkon tongue, has long bLeen extinat, aud oach of Which
perisined to n peopla fas distant from ont=elvos, both in tima and in place.
anil charactorized not only by tnannote and custoine, but by modor of
thought and expreseion widely dissimilar to our ewn.  Noxt, that the
wubjectn to which those seriptites chiefly rafer, though not very tndch of
an abatract or inctaphysical desenption, ate otill far romov-d fram thess
affairs of soneo and of time with which we arc chilefly familine . furiher,
that many of them embraco the idea of infinity, and relate, in fact, to
that teanscendently glorions Being whom no creatend intolligenoo oan biy
rearching find out unto pecfoetion, and concerning whom, when we ven-
ture to epeak, cxeept inthe vory termna he himeolf hastaught us, we ato o
excacdingly apt to darken counsel by words withont knowledge, 1t
ther still, bo it rememered, that many of the doctrines of setiptura ros
pocting oursclves an guilty, depraved, and abominable in the slght of
God, as nifned, doserving only of eternal damnation, and incapabilo of
effecting, In wholo or in part, restoration and deliverance for ourselvas,
and, consequently, as capablo of attaining to holinese and happiness anfy
through freo and sovorelgn geace, and entirely by virtua of the merits of
another—all this, and much more of the samo natuze, is monifying to
our pride, and appased to our prejudicss ; and hendo wo are cansantly
in danger of contomplating it theough n scdinm which gives oa fales
and distorted reprosentations.  In a word, b it romembored, that our
minde, asblinded by ain, Iabour under strong moral disguntitications for
fairly and fully appreciating n eystem so purs and holy as that which hins
come forth from 11iin whose waord declares that ho s s conmming fice,
‘T'ha conclusion from the whole, then, Is, that thoology demanda, as well
as descrves, the most close and asaiduvus nttention and application,
iut, possibly, it way next bo alleged, that if tho suliject b 10 prosemis
neatly grand and intereating, it in attendod with these countorvalling
disadvantages, that our conceptions of its docirines aro necasearily vague
and indefinite, and that the grounds on which our conclusions rost, aro
precarions and uncentain,  Now 1o this we entizely demur, o aduit,
indeed, that our views are uccessatily lmited, Is only saying that onr
faculties are finito aml feoble. “Fo allow that it s only inconcelvably
small portions of tho whole truth which wo know, is just saying, that
whileour facultics are auch, the doetrinos in question partahe of the naturo
of tho subjects 10 which they selate, nnd streteh out into Inunensity, But
truth, though partially kunown, may bo distinctly known to that litnited
extent, and known, in some cases, with absolute and infalliblo certainty.
An illustration may bo borrowed fromn the oxactest of the seieneen, that
styled Mathematies, becauss supposed especially (o doserve the name
of learning. The tyro who has mastered only two or three of the first
propositions in goometry, has, doubtleas, exceedingly himited notions of
the science. Indecd the miost advanced of is cultivators, is probably
scarcely Leyond the boundaries of the entiro doman of trnuth, respeeting
the rolations of aumber, figare, and quantuy. 3ul), 1f our tyro has mas.
tored thoso few elementary propositions, his conceptions of what they
includo are perfectly definito and distinet ; and the evidence on which ho
believes them to bo true, is absolutcly and mfadlibly centain, Its fore.
must be admitted by cvery intelligence in the universe. Even so-in
Theology our views may bo clear and cozrect, 0 far as they extend ;
and there ts nothing in the ca3e to prevent the evidencs on which we
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ytonerd, from being porfeatly sound and estisfacteuy, suited to the nstnte
of the estgoet, aod fited 1o produes a sourd and statde bodiol

1t us adrert fot A mement o the grounds on whish enr daotrines in

Therdagy ate dasad.  And, &1 the outest, it 1s slmmt sopsr(luzos \e too

matk, that we have the same faculiiss tn eaesalsa, atul the xums lngie 1o

Aply, in tefatonme ta the prgreist v in this saetrel department as in

any of the sejenees  We hare alan afl the farte af nature aroundeccre-

atirn aod prrridancaaeand all the inward phenemana of capssisuences,
14 be nsel (1 whatsver war they can be leguitmaraly made available.

We have basidas, what in the ssienoes je wanting, and tile Ta A gratid

peoshiarity of anr esen, we have the inwired Reriptores av gar chief indie

eator of touth, andl in tham alsy wa find tha dimplest and mon ecertain

evidoneo on whigh this truth is 10 be sutely beliosed, fornemuch ne wo
Loaw them tn e (Gead's eveny tons and frithfal wonl.  Dut this, 18 will bo
aid, Is jrst ounfarsng aml glorging in the vary thing which fe alloged
againag us, nanaly, that wo avand m raasan, and shavidily yleld implieit
faith 10 A moro fatmula wineds has falleninio cur hagda Neaw, whitle thie
is A vory cothm. aned prvvalent idea amenge a cortain clase of wenldbes
Philnenpliors, we ata proparesd to deinansirats that nathing ean be wider
of the thih.  Instaad of a%and aing tensn, we never for a tmoment ree

fusn 1o Yaton (o ita dictates,  For, first of all, by the best exetcise of
teaan of which we ate capable, wo have satisfied ourselves, gn strley
and tigatota gronmds, that the Sariptuces actually ara what they cladu
ta be=the wonl of (21, and sseanlly, b the otorciso of the samo reas
s, wa satiefy gursaives that such anl suah, 1 the maoating of that wand,
and then, by a prosess of reasaning, the simpleet frnaginaile, wo conclude

that what tensan has shewn to Lo cantained in a rocond which reason
in satisfindd i the tossimany of the Cod of truth, teason aannot refuee to
neknowladge to bo trutli, inwever different a supposition reason aifght
have made re probable, had that clear aid rimplo teain of evidotice bedn
wanting. Ihe enlightencd thaslogian, then, isnat lese detatmined than
any of the voiatias of safence, 1o hinll by the guidanca of ranson,  [fut

white the Chriatian Divine alfirme, an | the infidel 'lloephor denten, that
the Hariptarea nre suparastarally and authoritatively the word of God,
and ara thetofore the st patfeat dizostory of Lelief, tho question, Which
of tho two liae hare tha truth on hie side? 1aust first be determined befote
the cancluelom is anme 1o, that we are the pacty who abandoen teason,
anl believo withoat evidenss.  Not does it atfeet thin arguinent 10 sy,
that we aler raly nn the tesching of the [loly Spidt. Vot we utterly
repudiate all §dea of the Spirice teaching, which gnes In any degreo
ty «upesasts tha ox ereisc of our own facultice.  We oxpect it only 10
aid and guida ue in our own mental aperations. 1t follows, thercfore,
that if thare be, a1 wa finnly huld, any reality in the inlluances of
the Holy Chnst=if there he any dependence to be placed on the doe
clamsion, that the Fathier giveth the Holy Ghost ta thesn that ask him
~if we ho warranted to tolf on the Spirit of Truth 10 Yead ue Into
the truth, thon just =n far we have the advaniage over the mero cul-
tivators of selense, inasmuch as wa have our own facultion unfottered
and unimpaired just ns thoy have, and, morcover, this spocial anelst.
ance which they want.  Aad i€, on the other liatl, as many of them
would maiatain it bo fanatician and delusion for us to imagine that
nny sach abd is to be hopod for, still we are, ot least, on a lovel
with themeclver—they and we having in cominon the nateral powers
of our own winds, 10 cmploy in the Invastigaion of truth,

We glory i1 the Scriptures, then, ay the infallible standard of truth ;
yet wo hold by the adage, wwrp Oureor 73 aAnfeg.  “T'o “I'muth alono snust
wo sactifice.  In fact, we do homage at no othos altar than that which
we holil 10 bo the altar of ttuth.  For, first, we are satbsficd it s &
trath that . e Biblo i« the wotd of (iad, and next wa ata easisficd it in a
truth that the Billo contains the atuicles to which wo submeribe ; and in
coming to these coacliuans we ttust wo have freely exercised our own
facuities and avaded ourrolves of ail sorts of Icgitimato argunients to
guido us 1o sound and aatisfactory results. Nesher do we ot all suppresa
or dread the freost 1nquiry end discussion.  * Provo all things” is the
dircetion of wur great vraclo nself, and firmly do we beliovo that * Truth
hike a torch, the mure 11's shook 1 shines.” Theaids of all Jearning and
scicnce too, wo carnestly invoke. ‘Theology, as of old, atill claims thesn
as har handmaids.  And in regard to all geauine discoverios of any kind
whatevar, we are prepared to say, ia the wonds of vur sublimest poet,



