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On Friday last, 4th June, one of our country 
parishes was the scene of an eccL siastical cere­
mony, always dear to Churchmen, whether clerical 
or lay ; viz., the consecration of a Church to the 
service of God. On this occasion the place was 
West Potton, and the Church one that has been 
erected under the direction of that, as is acknow­
ledged on all hands, zealous missionary and hard 
working priest, the Rev. John Kerr. 'Vliis is the 
second Church he has built in the mission allotted 
to him. The first was that of Glen Sutton, the 
headquarters of the mission. We were given to 
understand on this occasion that the Church, just 
at this time consecrated, was hereafter to be con­
sidered as attached to Mamonville ; passing from 
Mr. Kerr’s charge, muuh to every one’s regret. But 
if the work he has begun should be, as possibly it 
may, carried out in the same spirit and with the 
same object, that is, the bringing together into the 
one fold the people there that have before this been 
“ tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine our 
regret will not be of long continuance. In these 
changes, however, it is well for Churchmen to re­
member the work of building up the Church is not 
of man, but of the will of God, though man is 
God’s instrument, and the ordained priests the 
stewards of His mysteries and the under shepherds 
of His flock. As of old time, there were those who 
bore the ark of God ; carried the curtains of the 
tabernacle and its furniture ; yet were all under the 
guidance of that pillar of the cloud, that silently, 
mysteridusly, yet majestically moved onward in the 
clear air above them and before them, and by the 
Divine Majesty therein enshrouded their move­
ments were directed ; so it is still with the Church 
of God.

“ Men may come, and men may go,
But it goes on forever.”

To return, however, to what was done on this 
occasion. At an early hour, the clergy and laity 
interested might be seen coming from various points 
of the charming country around. The locality is 
indeed beautiful, and the little Church with its 
gleaming cross-crowned spire, adds an additional 
charm.

One of the first arrivals was that of his lordship. 
There were besides the bishop and the incumbent, 
the following clergymen present :—The Revs. T. 
W. Fyles, Rector of Cowansville, I. Constantine, 
M. A., of Sianbridge East, Robt. Kerr, late ol 
Man son ville, now of Trinity Church, Quebec, 
Charles Bancroft, M. A., of Knowlton, Wm. Ross- 
Brown, L. T., of Iron Hill, and Mr. Watson, M.A., 
Oxon. The services were characterized by solemnity 
and heartiness. The clergy having robed proceed­
ed in due form to the main entrance where the Bi­
shop was received by the incumbent and the war­
dens, and escorted to the sanctuary. Here the 
petition for the consecration was read, and the ser­
vice was then carried out according to the form 
provided for the “ Consecration of Churches.” By 
the sentence of consecra^iqb pronounced at the al­
tar, we find this Church is set apart for worship, 
under the name of Christ Church. The services of 
Morning Prayer and Holy Communion were allotted 
in parts to the different clergy present ; one reading 
the confession, another the first lesson, and a third, 
the second, and so on. This arrangement is not 
open, perhaps, to criticism, so far as regards choir 
offices, but it is not at all the arrangement to follow 
in “ The Divine Liturgy.” In this office most of 
us understand that there is but to be one priest, the 
celebrant, assisted by two others. On this occasion 
the Holy Communion office was divided and sub­
divided among so many that that it *vas hard to 
see how it could be parcelled out much farther. 
But this was not the fault of the Incumbent.

The services throughout were characterized by 
heartiness of responding and chanting, though to 
mauy of the congregation still, the services of our 
Church are something novel, a something viewed 
with prejudice. These prejudices have been won­
derfully removed from the minds of some. A 
knowledge of the true Faith as a deposit given to 
an organization and historically handed down by 
written and unwritten tradition, has begun to ex­
pand the minds of some and enlarge their “views.” 
The Church now consecrated is of wood, clap- 
boarded. The style early English. It has a spire 
covered with tin that makes it glisten in the sun­

light and attracts attention from afar. A gleaming 
spire in a voumry village seems to the writer al­
ways charming, and very suggestive. It seems to 
suggest the light that carnot be hid : it suggests, 
from its radiance reflecting from various points 
the sentiment that the Church is bound to send 
forth her bright beams, those beams that she ga 
thers from her Sun, Christ. On this spire there is 
planted that world-recognized sign of Christianity, 
the Cross. How much more appropriate this, sug­
gestive as it is of firmness, fixedness, than the 
wind-tossed arrow, telling of the flight of time, and 
telling, too, of death, or the barnyard b id, more 
suited to Churches in subjection to the Sec of Rome 
than those in communion with Canterbury. There 
stands the cross, ever the same, no change of face, 
no wavering of frame, fit emblem of the lixidity of the 
Church’s teaching and of her Catholic character, the 
same everywhere and at all times. And yet there are 
some, even of the clergy near us, as well as else­
where, whose professions are very Catholic at 
times, but who shrug their shoulders and look 
askance because they find men who will show their 
principles by act as well as by word. These are 
the men whose rule has been, and who advise 
others accordingly, “ Don’t hurt yourself “ Don’t 
damage your prospects.” If everybody wait by 
their advice there would be little advance as to 
anything that would proclaim distinctly to the 
passing multitude the Church’s claims. Thank 
God. we have had some even in these townships 
who have had the courage of their principles, Slid 
whose work remains. They dared, they did, they 
won ; and as all such winners do, they have 
made it easier for others to “ go and do like­
wise.”

The interior of this Utile Church is very neat. 
Every window is brilliant with stained glass (quu- 
saille pattern on rolled glass), and the chancel win­
dow has in its centrq light a figure of our ascending 
Lord. The other Ughts and spaces are filled up 
most effectually with patterns and with well-known 
symbolic designs. The chancel is divided into 
choir and sanctuary, each furnished appro 
propriately. The latter has a retable to its altar, 
and a credence. On the former stood the cross of 
Calvary with a vine around it. On either sidt 
were vases of flowers. We were sorry to see that 
the sacred vessels were those ugly and ungainly 
vessels that are suited, it may be, to love-feasts, or 
those sects that make a love-feast merely of the 
Holy Sacrament ; but not at all suited to us. As 
they were a gift, the incumbent had to receive. 
The giver doubtless did his best. The fjict is, if 
any of our people go into our cities to buy commu­
nion vessels, they are presentedNurith these things 
at our stores, and told that they are in general 
use. And they buy accordingly. It is within tin- 
writer’s own experience, that when in a leading 
silversmith’s store in Montreal, and cogitating as 
to the purchase of a chalice made after a correct 
pattern, he was told that they did not purpose to 
keep such things on hand,as they were only for the 
Puseyites, &c. Of course if such language is used 
to our country people they will be alarmed and 
forthwith buy what they are told is the right 
thing.

The services were closed by the benediction, the 
clergy moving out first slowly while the Nunc 
Dimittia was chanted. So ended a most interesting 
service. It was indeed with regret the incumbent, 
as it were, bid farewell to the building whereon he 
had spent so much time and thought. May his 
successor add to but not take from what he finds 
already done.

ONTARIO.

[From oar Own Corrrbpondent.)

Last week,two of the younger clergy of this Diocese 
visited a portion of the “ Wilds of Ontario”—L’Amable 
—where they held service to a large and attentive 
congregation. They were very much impressed with 
the hearty response^and superior singing of the in­
habitants. On their return home the above gentle­
men were very much interested in watching the 
movements of a large bear, which crossed a clearance 
on their right hand, passed over the road in front of 
them to a clearance on their left and disappeared into 
the bush.

TORONTO.

Synod Ofkivk. —Collections &u., rvevivt.l «'.i;vb.g he 
week emling 5th Juue, 1880.

Mission Fund.— In uumrer to SI.OOO <>0)ï — Clarkson 
•Tones, Toronto, balance of subscription. KH).(X). 
l’iimchiiil Collection*—St. John’s, Norway, additional, 
1.00; Seymour and Percy, balance. 6.50; Galway, Kill- 
mount, 3.00; Swamp Lake Road, 4.30; Puttie’s Bridge, 
'2.10; Lindsay, balance. 30.0"). diiivumi Collection*— 
Port Whitby, l.f>0; Dutliu's Creek, 08 cents; Lindsay, 
( 5.00.

Widows' and Ohvhans' Fund.— October (\dlcctions— 
St. John’s, Toronto, balance of assessment, ‘24.40; St. 
Stephen's Toronto, balance of assessment. 14.21; Holy 
Trinity. Toronto. 53.10; Churchville. 10.00: Seymour 
and Percy, balance, 42 cents; Whitby, •27.1)0; Picker­
ing, 0.00; St. Philip’s, I'nionville, .">.7.">; St. Philip’s, 
Toronto, 25.37; Atherley, Sebright and Longford, 
3.80. A n n mi I Siihsiiijitinji — Rev. Geoi go Malien, 5.00.

Divinity Studk.nts' Fund.—Afiril Collection»—St. 
Luke’s, Toronto, on account, 10.00; St. John's, Nor­
way, 1.38; Port Whitby, 1.00; Dutliu’s Creek,80 cents; 
Lindsay, 3.00.

A loom a Fund.— l toy of I ntenession t'ollectionx—St. 
Stephen's. Toronto, 5.90; St. Peter's, Toronto. 41.55; 
West Dysart, 21 cents; Guildford, 25 cents; Lindsay, 
5.00; St. Philip’s, Union ville, 75 cents.

Mkktino or Synod.-—The annual meeting of the 
Synod took place on Tuesday, the 8th inst. After 
Mattins,. the Venerable Archdeacon Whitaker 
preached in St. Janies’ Church in the morning, 
from 1 Timothy (>: 20, nftqr which the Holy Com­
munion was administered.

The Lord Bishop took the chair in the school­
room of the Church of the Ascension at 8 p.ra. 
The Rev. John Pearson and Mr. F. D. Bar wick 
presented their report on the certificates of the 
Lay Representatives. The Court on Contested 
Seats was constituted of the Rev. Messrs. John 
Pearson, Septimus Jones, Dr. Snelling, Geo. M. 
Evans, and liusou W. M. Me Murray.

Rev. Mr. Roe, from Ireland, Rev. Mr. Mock- 
ridge, from the Diocese of Niagara, and the Rev. 
( diaries Darling were invited to take seats on the 
floor of the House.

His Lordship then delivered the following ad­
dress :—
Reverend brethren and brethren or rue f.nity :

By the gracious providence of our Hoavonly Father 
we are permitted to meet once more in Synod, to de­
liberate upon the affairs of the Church in our diocese, 
and legislate for its better government ; and it is in 
devout recognition of His loving caro which has watch­
ed over and preserved us that I greet you to-day with 
the congratulation that no inroad has been made by 
the hand of death into the ranks of our clergy during 
the year since we last mot. Changes, however, have 
occurred in our clerical staff through removals from 
the diocese, and transference from one parochial or 
missionary sphere to another ; though, I am happy to 
state, the losses we have sustained in our active forces 
have been more than compensated by the accessions 
we have received. Five clergymen have severed their 
connection with ns. The Rqy. W. M. C. Clarke, of 
Alliston, has resigned his charge to accept a curacy in 
England. The Rev. P. Clementi Smith, assistant on- 
rate of St. John’s, Peterborough, has returned to Eng­
land. The Rev. W. S. Young, of the Church of the 
Ascension, Toronto, and Edward Warren, of Sunder­
land and Brock, have gone the United States and ob­
tained appointments in onr sister Church there. And 
the Rev. C. H. Mockridge, assistant curate of St. 
George’s, Toronto, and Clerical Secretary of this 
Synod, has, greatly to my regret, left ns, to assume 
the charge of Christ Church Cathedral, Hamilton, 
though we cannot but congratulate him on hie promo- 
tion to so important a position, The Rev. Canon 
Ritchie has signified his intention to resign the palish 
of Georgina at the close of the present month, on es- 
count of increasing age and infirmity. On the_ other
hand our gains nave as follows ;—The Re?.
Thomson, pf All Saints’ Church, Hamilton, has been 
appointed to the charge of the parish of Weston and 
Carlton, in the incapacity through ill-health of the in­
cumbent; the Rev. W. A. Johnson. The Rev, John 
Famcomb has been ordained to thé mission of thé 
Batteau ; the Rev. Charles L. Ingles to St. Mark’s, 
Parkdale ; the Rev. Henry G. 1 
of the Ascension, Toronto ; am 
W. Kerr to the Assistant Curacy of Grace Church, 
Toronto. The Rev. H. T. Leslie has been licensed,torr‘ 
assist at St. Matthias’, and the Rev. Edward Rains* 
ford at St. Matthew’s, both very pod» parishes in 
this city. On Sunday last I also admitted to, 
Diaconate Messrs. Ogilvy G.
Bell, and Bernard Bryan. These gent


