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MONDAY, FEBRUARY, 9, I874.

COLPORTAGE.

It is to be hoped our readers are weekly
pondering the words which have appeared
on this subject in our columns. Let it be
understood that the scheme originated with
those who had practical knowledge of the
necessities which press upon the attention
of men who see our work in its various
pbases. Like our Home Mission and other
projects it sprang from a consciousness of
need ; it found a voiee at a time and under
eircamstances which clearly indicate that
Providence leads the movement; and we
-are confident it only requires a fair experi-
ment to render it greatly successful. We
now write earnestly because, having no
share in originating a scheme of Colportage,
and having hesitated to learn clearly the
duty and privilege it presented, the convic-
tion is forced upon us that an opportunity
of abundant usefulvess is offered to us by
the Head of the Church. Some fifty to
eighty oew fields of labor have receotly
been entered upon by youog ministers. A
perpetual cry has been reaching us for
Tracts and cheap literature. Ouly io a
very limited degree have we been able to
meet this demand. There are family libra-
ries prepared by our publishing Offices in
Eogland which afford at very cheap rates
the choicest biographies of Methedism.
By means of the ** Dollar Parcel ” we have
sent out some hundreds of volumes of these,
besides thousands of the monthly sheets
Meth.dist Family, Christian Miscellany,
&e., &c. This, however, is but a tithe
of what may and must be done if we are to
obey the manifest call of God at this mo-
ment.

Fiom the experiments made thus far, we
are now in a position to -state that for
every hundred. dollars given towards Col-
portage, we can send five hundred dollars
worth of good, religious literature, at cost,
into the country. There are quantities of
the monthly papers we have mentioned still
in the Book Room, which might be sent
out immediately but for the toil and time
which the business would require. In
makiog up parcels of this kind hitherto
‘we have cheerfully worked at extra mo-
ments without any advantage to the Book
concern. The limit has now been reached,
because time can no longer be obtained
with our present assistance.

Ten thousand dollars worth of Metho-
dist literature should be sent out at once.
A fund ought to be established by which
this can be dove. A few good subscrip-
tions have been promised, rather offered,
and this is & most hopeful feature: they
were never sought by us, but generous
means ought to be furnished if the work is
to be doue effectually.

Pending the establishment of this enter-
prise, we bave been looking to the opening
of spring as a most suitable period for send-
ing out cheap bovks. We now make an
offer which ought to stimulate benevolence :

For every five dollars sent to us towards
this object we will send out twenty-five dollars
worth of books at cost, and an equal value of
Methodist Family, Christian Miscellany,
Guide to Holiness, dc , for which no charge
will be made. For larger sums we will send
quaatities in proportion. The sum of five
dollars would ensure the circulatien of about
seventy volumes of our cheap Biographies,
and two hundred and fifty back numbers of
our mouthly publications. This plan would
merely save the Book Room from any loss,
and would entail upon those working the
concern some additivnal amount of work
which they would be willing to meet for the
sake of 8o good an object.

Or, for any sum that may be sent us we
will send out its full value in books, &c ,
for free circulation, or at half cost as the
donor may desire, at a rate which will leave
the full substance of the gift unimpaired,
that is, we will retain only the actual
amount which the literature may have cost
the Book Room.

We appeal, then, to our readers in bebalt
of our Brethren in the outlying Districts.
They bave pressed us to furnish them with
the means for giving their ministry greater
effect. Our cheap Hymn Books, Theology,
Biography, &c. is admirably adapted to the
purposes in view, but in the absence of any
_authority, and without the means, we have
been obliged to make repeated denials which
have been more puinful to us than those
whe addressed us. “The privilege of meet-
ing this necessity, or the rcsponsibility of
denying its claims, we now devolve upon
those who have received means at the hands
of God. »

By a look at the Minutes of Conference
any’ one may select a field for benevo-

ences. The convert is but a child in many
respects,—may be guided, couneeled, train-
ed. Likechildren, if left without oversight
converts are apt to wander and grow care-
less. Not one in ten will insist upon the
possession of privileges which of right be-
long to the followers of Christ. And much
of their future lives will be regulated by the
habits of earlier montbs in their new ex-
perience.

The wise * overseer” will, therefore,
 take heed to the flock,” will guard them
against dangers, gather them into the folc,
lead them by green pastures of instruetion
and still waters of refreshing. Our Church
economy, if properly followed, will be
amply sufficient to do the rest. Leaders of
undoubted piety, and possessing a fair
share of good, common sense, with system-
atic habit and a wholesome sense of re-
sponsibility, are always preferable to those
of erratic and impulsive temperament, no
matter how brilliant may be their talents.
Let the best be selected. Then, the Church
should be made a home for converts. All
Christian Sanshine should be thrown about
them. Brought frequently into contdet
with pastor and seniors of ripe experience,
they will gradually take a proper mould.

Tuus speake the new Roman Catholic
Paper—The Maritime Catholic :—

“The Presbyterian Presbytery of Halifax
have issued a document agaiost the Pastoral
of the Archbishop and Bishops of the Ke-
clesiastical Province of Halifax. The Pres-
byterian Witness tnd the PRovINCIAL Wis-
LEYAN have endeavored to tear it to pieces, edi
torially, Some of the writers, when professing
to be Christians, should use the language of
Christians : ** Love thy neighbor as thyself,”
is a Christian maxim.”

If those who profess to be the only true
christians, and deny that others can be
christians,would but keep within the bounds
of christian toleration and ambition, their
neigbour’s words would not so frequently of-
fend thew. For our part, we did not write
for Mr. Menaghan's approval :—that would
have been treason te principles which all
Protestants cherish very sacredly. We do
love our neighbour, and shall always endea-
vour to show it by dealing very faithfully
with bis errors.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT.

SackviLLe, Fes. 6, 1874,

Dear Mr. Editor: From the iaterest
which our friends evince, in the work of our
Home Missionaries, I am sure they will be
glad to hear from our excellent brother who
came out to us in December last. Block
House Mines, &c., were once before occu-
pied by us; but, owing to the lack of min-
isterial agency for several years afterwards
were left without a supply. It is matter
for gratitude that our work there has been
resumed, and is being 8o hopefully presecut-
ed. Let our churches generally, and par-
ticularly those who, thanks to the Hearer
of prayer, are enjoying times of spiritual
refreshing, bear up this and other parts of
the Mission field in their supplications to
God. Then shall the hearts of His servants
be strengthened, and * the word of the Lord
shall have free course and be glorified.
Yours very truly,

CHARLES STEWART.

Exzxtract of a letter from Rev. E. H. Simpson,
daled Sydney, C. B., Jan. 30th, 1874.
* The climate suits me admirably, and m
bealth is remarkably good. I bave mot m
to say about my Circuit, except that the pros-
pects seem much more cheering than when I
wrote you last. At Block House Mines we
have a congregation ot 60 or 70, and about
the sawme at Reserve and Lorway. . . .1
think good is being done, and hope before
Conference several who are seriously disposed
will be meeting in class. I feel that there is
reason to thank God and take conrage. The
people receive me cordially. and I am very hap-
py in my work amongst them.”

[
(]
HALIFAX NORTH. d

ANxvuaL MEETING OF SABBATH SCHOOL
SocieTY.

Oa Thursday evening, 5th inst., the an-
oual meeting of this Society was held in
the Basement of Brunswick Street Church.
After half an hour, speat in prayer, spec-
ially for the blessing of God upon Sabbath
School efforts, an excellent Report was read
by the Secretary, Mr. W. H. Webb; and
short but suitable auddresses were delivered
by the Brethren McArthur, Strothard and
Sutcliffe. The Society has under its care
four schools : Brunswick St., Kaye street,
Charles St., and Beech St.” The last is the
latest mission school, numbering some sixty
scholars, and just now taken in charge. In
all the schools the year has been marked by
cheering success. The only note of dis-
couragement is the financial ove. So
much machinery involves necessarily heavy
expenditure. The year has been one of
unusual pressure, and this department of
work equally with others has suffered em-
barrassment. Taken as a whole, Sabbath
school work in this circuit is more satisfac-
tory, and gives promise of greater results
than at any former period of my ministry I
bave been permitted to witness.

From a laborious and faithful adminis-
tration of nine years, carrying with him the
love and confidence of all his associates,
Mr. Sheriff Bell retires. As a slight tri-
bute of esteem aod gratitude, a beautiful tea
service, appropriately inscribed, was pre-
sented to him, at the meeting last evening,
by the teachers of Bruuswick St. Schoel.
Such a testimonial fully deserved will con-
stitute a treasured memento of years of as-
sociated Christian work, more happy, har-
monious and successful than usually falls
to the lot of toilers in earthly service. Bro.
Bell takes charge of the senior Ladies’ Bible
class rendered vacant by the resigoation,
on account of distance, of Miss Nordbeck,

METHODIST UNION.

No. 7.

Never perhaps, even in the Millenial
days of the Church of Christ, may we ex-

to see oue ecclesiastical orgauization.
Had such been the Divine purpose the
structural idea would bave, in inspired
teaching, been brought into clear and sharp
outline. Each section of the Christian
Church has a distinctive character of its
own, in the outlooking of which a noble
fidelity has been exhibited. The order and
reverence of the Episcopalian, the intelli-
gence and loyalty to the Word of God,
which characterized the Presbyterian, the
freedom aod liberty of Congregationalism,
and the activity and fervour by which Meth-
odism has ever beea distinguished, are ele-
meots of Christian life and of church organ-
ization, which in a greater er lesser degree,
are to_be found in all evangelical bodies,
but not having the same marked type, in
proportion as these exist, they win the sywm-
pathy and carry with them the conviction
of minds having constitutional and spiritual
affinities in harmony with them. Collect-
ively they present a grand and spiritual
unity.

For the sub-division of these great and
influential Denominations no good reason
can be found. Baptists are Baptists wher-
ever their spiritual home may be, and by
whatever denominational name, Close or
Free, General or Particular, they may be
designated. No one unversed in the pecu-
liarities of Presbyterian discipline could un-
derstand why so many Scottish Churches
of different name and order should exist,
some of them struggling for existence, inde-
pendent of each other. The movement in
the direction of a united Presbyterin Church,
which has been carried forward so nobly
during the last few years, is one of the
cheering signs of the times—a movement
which in its beneficial influences, cannot be
limited by any denomiunatioual lines.

The Methodist Church perhaps more than
any other, has been weakener by its several
divisions. These churches have a common
origin. They are typically alike. Their
doctrinal standards are the same. Their
forms of worship and social means of grace
are peculiarly their own. In church order
aod discipline they have one mould. The
family likeness is strongly marked in doc-
trive, discipline,'worship and development
of spiritual life. To them division and se-
paration are weakness and reproach. * If
the forces of Methodism,” says the Recorder,
in relation to the National Church, * in-
stead of being cut up into half-a-dozen
self-acting and independent battallions
were united in one compact army, how dif
ferent would be the proportion ! Methodis
with its union in the faith, its well-tried or-
ganization, its characteristic activity, its
facility for setting every member to work
would be each a power for the instruction and
salvation of men as this realm of England
has not yet gazed upon.”

In the Dominion of Canada the divisions
of Methodism are not so numerous as in
England, but to the extent to which they
exist are equally unjustifiable and in the
same way a source of weakness. A united
and fively consolidated Methodist Church,
extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific,
with i's missionary eaterprise in regions
beyond, would not ounly be the most numer-
ous but the most influential denomination
io British North America. Its strength
could be readily centralized for the accom-
plishment of great Missionary and Educa-
tional projects. And when great principles
were at stake, equally important to all
Protestant Churches, the voice of this one
stroug aond united communjon would be
heard with a clearness and distinctness
that would compel peliticians and states-
men to listen. * We have no trouble with
Protestants ” said a gentleman trained at
the bar—now an influential representative
at Ottawa, in auswer to a protest against
the action of government in some matter
of importance, ‘‘ we have no trouble with
Protestants, they are divided. The other
side brings centralized power to bear upon
the Legislature. As politicians we can
caly carry out our prineiples when practi-
cable. With divided constituencies we
must yield to strongly organized action.”

This great country of ours is entering
upon a new history. Its vast and varied
resources are being rapidly developed. It
must soon become the home of many more
millions of people. The opportunity is af-
forded for testing the system of voluntary
churches, free public schools, and govern-
ment by the people, to far greater advan-
tage than in the older countries of Europe.
We should not forget that the Legislative
action of the pext few years will largely
give character and complexion to all the
future. It is not desired that as a Denom-
ination we should commit ourselves to any
political party, but when questions of vital
interest are being determined, we should be
in a position to stand forth in one compact
organization, spreading through the Do-
minion, and speaking, if need be, a lan-
guage sufficiently explicit for the Legisla-
ture to hear and heed. This is ouly the
aspect of Methodist Union. It is scarcely
touched in Conference discussions, but it is
one which has to do with our dearest rights
as citizens and Christians. J. L.

(For the Provincial Wesleyan.)

The following extract has been made by
an honored brother, who does not wish his
name to appear with it. Some of the
points presented are of great practical im-
portance. I have reason to believe that,
when read at one of our special meetings,
a good impression was produced. In many
Circuits revival work is going blessedly
forward. Very timely in such cases is the
suggestion that we should not interfere
with the work of the Holy Spirit in the
awakening of sinners.

To me personally Harrogate has pleasant
memories. It was one of the last places
in which I had the privilege, at the request
of the minister then in charge, the Rev. T.
Vasey, of preaching to an English congre-
gation. Mr. Vasey was one of the most
snccessful ministers of modern times. The

ioned to its object—that objeet'ﬂm in their respective School rooms.’nnl'u Bank on the corner of St. James and
Afierwards some om foot and others iu|$t. Peter Street. Lo l
Large posters were placarded on the walls|enormous sleighs extemporised for the aud is thought by some to be the finest an.
of Harrogate :rnenococing the services.|occasion, drawn by splecdid teams, orna-  most thoroughly equipped buildinz for bauk-

beiug to save souls from everlasting death!

They were headed “ Jesus ONLY,” and the | mented by ritbons and small flags, chme iu

heading was made a blessing to some who |imposing procession to the mother church. even in North America
In the front of the| The spacious galleries and the centre pews

read while they ran.

sew mansion and Mission Room these bills | below were appropriated to the schools.
were especially conspicuous, being display-| There were over 2000 scholars, besides

ed on boards attached to posts stuck in the
ground close, to the public thoroughfare.
Small handbills were also distributed pro-

teachers, parents, and visitors. It was a
spectacle! When the Rev. Dr. Doauglas
saluted them with * A happy New Year to

fusely throughout the town, and some who | you,” and the scholars responded, ‘“The

were familiar with * society” called
ou visitors at the large hofels, and requested
their attendance at the Mission Room.
Others entered the houses of working men
every day, and induced them, by Christian
love aod highest reason, to come. Evan-
gelists commenced to preach in the open
air an hour before each evening service,
and, when marching to the Mission Room,

dress was by

same to you,” the sound was stuuning, their
voices were as the sound of many waters.:
The pastors followed with addresses, which
were excellent. Some said the best ad-
the youngest minister,
whose face is at once so round, and fair,
and bright, as to show that he has not yet
travelled so far on the journey ot life as to
have forgotten what were his own opinions

sang the praises of Ged all the way, and |and feelings when he might have sat with

much people heard them. There was no
diminution of vigour in the use of these
means, and there was a continued increase
of success, so that fresh hearers always
swelled the list of inquirers on one side as
the list of anxious inquirers was diminish-
ed on the other side, by the salvation of
tens, and scores, if not hundreds. The
workers and many of their Christian friends
gave themselves to much secret prayer, and
the Lord heard them, and often the Mis-
sion Room was filled with the glory of the
Lord. Many persons, hearing of the great
things that were being wrought by the Holy
Ghost, came from distant places, and some-
times could not get within the doors of the
place, and had to retire because there was
o room for them. When five sermons
on five successive week nights are called
« Special Services,”” and no really special
effort is made to fill the place with outside
people, nor any really ** special prayer” is
offered for the conquering power of the
Holy Ghost, why should we wonder if all
concerned reap what they sow and as they
sow, and nothing more ? The merest extra
services should not be called ** Special Ser-
vices.” Such merely extra services are
often special failures, semi sham sorties on
the hosts of hell, dishonouring and dis-
heartening to all concerned—proofs that
such lukewarm devices are not mighty
though God. IN DEALING WITH PENITENTS
SPECIAL CARE was exercised, especially as
the work advanced. There are some in
judicious and zealous people who, it is to
be feared, are unwilling to let the Holy
Spirit work * REPENTANCE UNTO Lirg,”
and to work together with Him in conduct-
ing a penitent inquirer through the whole
of this stage of repentance. They try to
get a siuner to find peace with God before
he has found *'sin to be exceeding sinful.”
They appear to wish to help the Holy
Ghost, rather than to let the good Spirit
work His own awakening work in the
penitent’s mind. They get the inquirer to
assent to the truth that Jesus Christ died
for all, and therefore died for him, and
pronounce a kiond of absolution, by declar-
ing that his soul is now all right, although
the ill-guided seeker has not * believed with
his heart unto righteousness.” Many ex-
cellent cases are thus spoiled. After a
sort, these ill-guided seekers *¢ for a while
believe, aod in the time of temptation fall
away.” They are a source of weaknese to
the Churches while they remain in them,
and of deadness when they leave them.
Wherever these immunities are, there will
be ¢ re-action;” they bring revivals into
contempt by their manifest failare. These
half converted beings deserve pity, for some
of them would have become giaunts if they
bad been *‘led by the Spirit,” instead of
being led from the Spirit, when He was
convincing of sin, of righteousness and of
judgment, aud thus working repentance.
Job’s comforters did him as much good as
those who cry * Peace, peace,” to mourn-
ers for sin, when God has not spoken
peace. None but God can tell a sioner
when his faith is saviog faith, for none but
the All-Wise knows. Nooe but God can
tell a sinner when he is pardoned, for noue
but God kuows.- Man caonot do God’s
work, but he may counterfeit it as effectu-
ally as a Popish priest, and be a soul-de-
luding Revivalist. It is the office of the
Holy Ghost te bear witness to a sinner’s
pardon ; no mortal should presume to utter
it. God tells the newly pardoned sinner,
not his instructor, when He forgives ; and
the newly-pardoned sinner will declare it
as soon as he really knows it. Wesley
called these vain teachers, who mislead in-
quirers, ‘‘ Gospel-mongers,” and spoke
strongly against healing those that never
were thoroughly wounded. His note on
Hebrews iv. 12 contains his idea of deep
wounding.  “ For the Word of God—
preacbed, verse 2ud, and armed with
threatenings, verse 3  Is living and pow-
erful—attended with the power of the liv-
ing Geod, and counveying either life or
death to the hearers: ‘* Sharper than any
two-edged sword — penetrating the heart
more than this does the body. Piercing—
quite through, and laying open. T'he soul
and spirit, joints and marrow—the inmost
recesses of the mind, which the Apostle
strongly aud beautifully expresses by this
heap of figurative words. And is a dis-
cerner—unot ouly of the thoughts, but also of
the intentions.” Men who are thus deeply
awakened will seldom become backsliders ;
they are likely to become ** living epistles
koown and read of all men’” outside of
Churches, because of their cousistency and

the boys of the senior classes before him.
It is comforting to aged ministers to see
that the good work which they cam no
longer do, is taken in hand by young men
of education, talent, and sterling piety.

The interest culminated by the announce-
meant of the Missionary offering from the
various schools. The total sum was $3,-
154.32, being an increase of 8623.96. But
you should have heard the cheers as the
contribution from each school was stated,
and the burst of gladness and gratiwude
when the increase over last year was de-
clared. Well may all concerved go forward
in this prolific form of well doing, with
firm step—npward look, and joyful hape.

The Union Sabbath School Tea Meeting
was held on the next evening in the lecture
room, which was filled. The report of the
Sabbath Schools proper work was read.
The namber of schools is 16, teachers 250,
and 2,500 scholars. 207 of these meet in
class. The special attention of the teach-
ers will henceforth be directed to this last
item. Prayerful endeavor will be made,
that many more of the scholars may soou
become obedient to the call of the good
Shepherd, and follow him into eternal
life.

May it be permitted me to enquire if our
Sabbath Schools in Halifax, Charottetown,
St. John and Fredericton have a yearly
gathering similar to the above 7 It not,
why not? What a rapturous sight would
our Brunswick Strect Church present if
once in each year all the Wesleyan
Sabbath Schools in Halifax were to meet
init! To what better use on New Year's
day eould our Church in Charlottetown.be
put? It would contain the schools of the
city, Pownal, Little York, and Cornwall
too. Apnd how would the Centenary in
8t. John ring with the harmony of sacred
song from the sweet voices of the scholars
belonging to all our schools ia the city and
in Portland, if couvened in it? Who will
at once cherish the expectation of this being
accomplished, work in reference to it un-
til the time shall come, and then report it to
the Provincial Wesleyan as a fact full of
blessing ?

There is a great deal of visiting in Mon-
treal at the beginning of every year.
Formerly wine was given to visitors.
There has lately been a revival in the total
abstinence movement, one outcome of
which was the kindly exhortation to people
by their ministers to discootinue the pre-
sentation of intoxicants (o their callers on
New Year’s day. Happily, these were
rarely found on any tabie. Many to whom
wine was a welcome stimulant in former
years have expressed their satisfaction at
its almost universal absence this year. In
other spheres the tragedies that are still
perpetrated through drunkeness are count-
less and fearful. We should /eel them to
be shocking were we not so sadly familiar
with that sort of intelligence. Should our
own sons or brothers, our own daughters
or their husbands become its victims, our
hearts would break. The calamity is not
the less because it darkens and crushes
other social circles. Abstinence is the
surest way of safety for ourselves and those
who are dear to us as life. May the good
Lord, therefore, still speed the ouward, and
upbeariog march of perfect temperance.

We have been favored with a unique
entertainment and souree of instruction in
the way of a lecture on ** Our dumb anim-
als,” by G. G. Angell, Esq., of Boston.
The lecture was truly delightful to those
who are merciful to beasts, because it ad
duced many select aond authenticated in-
stances of considerate kindoess to all do-
mestic animals. It was almost startling te
hear Mr. Angell state that he saw at the
Derby races probably fifty thousand horses
coming and going, oot one of which was
abused. Io the heart of Londopn he used
to hear the song of birds every morning.
In the small square in front of the Guild-
hall, one may any day see a flock ot pigeons
flying up to the roofs and dows again, feed-
ing in the midst of thousands of men day
by day without any fear, for no one molests
them. It is common in Scotland for many
persons to feed the sparrows and insect-
iverous birds in the cold season. Beautiful
did the learned and eloquent Dr. Duncan
appear when himself, too infirm to go
abroad in the last saffering winter of his life,
he said to his lady friend and nurse, ‘' Re-
member the birdies.” It was a pure pleas-
ure to the writer during the winter that he
spent in Edinburgh to be in the confidence of
birds of several species that cameto the grass
plat in front of his breakfast room for their

It is in the Italian style,

ing purposes in the whole of Cauada, or

the Young Men’s Christain Association,
admired by every one who sees it, a sul-
ficient description was given in a former
* Letter from Montreal.”

It may be added that last summer the
foundations were laid for a new City Hall,
designed in the Freoch Renaissance style.
It is in a good site, where was formerly
the Governor's Garden. Nearer the
centre of the city the new post office is well
advanced. It is in the same style as the
new City ‘Hall, in judicious compliment,
perhaps, to the French origin and tongue of
the great majority of the people in the Pro-
vince, if not in the city. When these pub-
lic edifices shall be finished, there will be
found few towns in the new world with
which Montreal need be afraid o be
brought into comparison. Indeed, the im-
provements of the city in all directions are
rapid, costly, and substantial.

It remains only to write a concluding
paragraph cooncerning the * week of
prayer.” The invitation of the Evangelical
Alliance on this subject was early published
in the newspapers, and favorably considered
by the leading men of the Churches Daily
meetings were appoioted in one or more pla-
ces belonging te all the Evangelical bodies.
These were numerously attended, especially
considering that the weather was often un-

the services were conducted by wiunisters.
Suitable addresses on the topics for the day
alternated with portions of the word of God,
and prayer. The hymns were selected
from the books ordinarly used in the church
wherein the meeting was held. In some
the organ was played, in others it was not.
It was a foretaste of heaven to hear Chris-
tians who, throughout most of the year,
worshipped in divers sancturies, uniting
their traived voices, impelled by hearts
warm with love to Christ, and to one anoth-
er in the praise of the God of our salvation.

The prayers were usually brief. The
meeting on January 7th was rendered
more tuan usually solemn. That was the
day of Mrs. Taylor's funeral, her husband
being the oldest minister of the city. Dean
Bond, by request of the President, made a
particular prayer for the comfort and snp-
port of the venerable bereaved. Ah, me!
I remember Dr. Taylor a comparatively
young mau. He then cultivated ecience as
well as theology. He is now gray-headed,
solitary, and with his strength greatly
abated. He has long been relieved of the
chief burden of the ministry of -his church,
by the effective services of a capable junior
assistant and co-pastor.

Oone of the best of the meetings was
the last! The influence of all of them
has been eminently gracious. Some long
to have these union coucerts for prayer
and praise oftener than once a week in
the year. But perhaps, counsideriag the
incessant claims on the time and euergies
of city ministers in this age, and the beauty
and profit of Christian fellowship by the
members of all the churches respectively,
it may for the present be better that they
should each pursue their own holy, chari-
table, benevolent way throughout the year.
Then during the first week of 1875, they
may again come together in one place, with
one accord, and breathe towards each other
a still more fervent love, and to their com-
mon glorious Lord yet more fervent praises,
and more ardent prayers. Thus will they,
to the glory of His name, who is worthiest,
exemplify the purport of his great request,
and accelerate the consummation of his
magnificent hope—*¢ That they all may be
one; as thou Father art in me, and [ in
thee, that they also may be onein us ; that
the world mag beliewe that thow has sent me.”
—John xvii. 21. Yours truly,

January 21, 1874. g

To the Editor of the ProviNciaL WesLeYaAN:
DeAr Siz,—I must in common fairuess
conclude that quite undesignedly in the last
number of your paper you gave an incor-
rect notice of my letter in the Christian
Messenger, concerning | Sir Walter Scott
and certain portions of kis writings. You
say: ‘‘Judge Marshall bas written to the
Christian Messenger severely condemning
Walter Scott, and all who read his wri-
tings, or lecturer on his life and work.”
My letter merely related to his Sixzteen
Romances, showing that he had wilfully
invented, and therein given, about (wo Aun-
dred and forty-six oaths, curses, and ex-
clamations, in which the Divine name, or
‘“ By Heaven,” is profanely used; and I
therefore earnestly advised all young per-
sons, male and female, and all others who
have a veneration for the Divine name, and
the sacred oracles, and desire to observe a
consistent Christian profession, to refrain
 from attending at the proposed Lecture.”
And to *“ the Young Men’s Associotion, to
the Lecturer himself—a minister of reli-
gion, who will have to travel a thousand
miles on his very unsuitable and improper
mission,—and to all others, I earoestly re-
commend the solemn consideration of the
following passages of the Sacred and autho-
ritative Scriptures, as being directly ap-
plicable to the whole subject.”” (The Scrip-
tures were given at the conclusion of the
letter) In oo part of my letter did [ make
the slightest reference or allusion to any of
Scott’s other writings, but confined my
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Of the Hall of [ be
have done even more than their share 1o
erect a Minister’'s howme, which is
an.ornament to the Cireait,
rial of the generosity of its people.

cord.
and revival brought to us by the WesLEYax

propitieus and the walking very bad. All|’

of his dissent.
measure his doworight assault in argument

The
e ditfer

limits.
ch !

whaole-hearted
ol the
1~ bevond all

the «offorts put forth

ent parts

mention
by any oue person or any oue place would
to make invidious distipetions All

al once
aud & memo-
Thanks to the Great Head of the Church,
financial success is not all we have to re-
The weekly accounts of l'h-i»mg
(which you have made worthy alike of
vour head and vour heart) have stimulated
us to renewed efforts in the cause of our
Divine Aud now we, too,
come with songs of triumph. During the
'\:1\‘: two \\(‘\“k* we l\ll\\‘ ln‘hl ser\in'vs at
one ot our week-night appointments, and
the result has been a ge®erous outpouring
of the Holy Spirit.. Professors have been
abundantly quickened. backsliders reclaim-
ed, and a goodly number have given them-
selves to Him who hought them with His
blood. At each service the
Scheol-house is crowded attenfive
listeners, and great grace rests upou us all,
This Circuit- i1s too large to be worked
by one person, and now that our llome
Mission Secretary has announced that the
ranks are filled up, we contemplate giving
the Conference a chance to extend stll
further its ** limited pastorate.” We must
have avnother Minister on this shore next
year.
But I almost forgot that your columns
are limited.

Redeemer.

ev Q‘Hl“:‘.‘l
with

\'nnrsf &e.,
/ E. B. Moogk.
Burlington, N.S 29th Jan'y, 1874,
A/

¥

WiLsor Circuir.—This is an extensive
Circuit, but the kindness of the people and
deep interest manitested in our services en-
courage us to anticipate coutinued succeas.
Some triend has informed you ot the good
work at Laurencetown. Last evening we
enjoyed a time of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord. Bro. Evaos is abun-
dauot in labors, ** a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed.”

Feb. 4. Ji J. T

Miscellaneous,

OUR EXCHANGES.

From the 7Toronto (Fuardian on the Ux-
ION QUESTION :—

The following are the returns from the Quar-
terly Meetings on the Union question so far
as they have been reported:

Yeas. Nays.
1. Does the Quarterly Meeting ap-

prove ot a Union withthe Con-
ference ot Eastera British

2. Does the Quarterly Meeting ap-
prove ot a Union with the New

3. Wili the Quarterly Meeting,
for the sake of Union with the
Methodist New Connexion, ac-
cept Lay-Representation in the
General Conference, instead of
the power now possessed by the
Quarterly Meetings relating to
legislation as specified in the
Discipline ? 331 29

4. Will the Quarterly Meeting, for
the same reason, accept the
proposed change in the Con-
stitution of the Quarterly Meet-
ings, as specified in No. 47, sec-
tion vii., ot the plan of Union
with the New Connexion
Church? Page 186 of the Min-
utes . . . . . . . . .

5. Will the Quarterly Meetings ac-
cept  Lay-Representation in
the General Conference (Re-
rrt-m-nlnuon to be elected by
aymen only) instead of the
power now possessed over cer-
tain acts of legislation by the
Quarterly Meetings ? 298 63

In making up returns of individual action
in the Quarterly Meetings I ficd there were
present 3,427,  Of these/ there were nays,
Ist. question, 65 ; 2nd question, 205; 8rd
question, 376 ; 4th question 855 ; 5th ques-
tion, 665. which expresses the mind of Indi-
viduals on the subjects considered.

On the minutes there appear to be 47€
circuits. I bave bad no returns from dis-_
tant missions, Indian (save two) German
and French. There isa very e iderable
vumber- unsupplied, and otheis without
Quarterly Meeting Boards. I have added all
these together and think that the number from
which reports should bave been received
would be about 330, I bhave received from
360. It is possible that some have sent re-
turns which have failed to meet me. If any
of ithe following have been sent will the Super-
intendents be so kind as te duplicate them ;
Aliston, Arkona, Bayfie!d, Blenbeim, Cham-
bly, Clarendor, Cliuton, Hanover, Montreal
First, Second and Sixth, Newcastle, Sarpia,

Sherbrooke, Smithfield, Stayner, Spencer-
ville, Toronto Second, Winchester, Wyoming,
Wellington.

Sam. D. Rice, President,

Tue Northwestern Advocite has a eriti-

cism upon Dr. Curry’s views of the Resur-
rection as conveyed in the New York Advo-
cale.
worde :—

The article closes with these significant

There is, too, special peril'in the manner
All would understand and

faithfulness ; and they will become pray-
leaders, class-leaders, and teachers of vari-
ous kinds, according to their gilts —Rev.
A. McCAULAY, tn the Methodist Family.

Cnrrts:i!_od&rnét.

= == — ——————|That served bim right.
LETTER FROM MONTREAL.

Dear Mr. Eprtor,—The great holiday
of the year, the first day of Jaouary, was
here one of the finest days of winter.
Sleighing was good, the cold bracing only,
not all inconveuient, the sky was clear, the
atmosphere calm, aod the sun showed his
peerless face, as if he, too, by sharing in the
common gladness, would enhance and pro-
long it. The aonnal assembling of the
Sunday Schools on New Year’s day, there-
fore, was under very-favorable circumstan-
ces, conducing to a larger attendance of

daily portien, and were never sent empty
away. Frederick, of Russia, ordered that
all the robins in his kingdom should be
killed, because some of them had eaten his
cherries. losects multiply as birds de-
crease. The consequence was, that in two
years the king had no cherries at all.
Many humane
societies exist, and even ioternational con-
gresses have been held to promote tender-
zess in the treatment of animals. Prizes
have been given in Eaglish schoels for the
best essays on this subject. These have
been distributed by their Royal Highnesses

the Princess of Teck, and the Princess

Louisa,
Queen.

noble daughters of our noble
All this is adapted and designed

to direct attention to the needless injuries

which are often thoughtlessly ioflicted on

voiceless creatures, and to keep us in mind
of their capability of enjoyment whilst min-
istering to mau's use. We may find our

tween your

that [ need

Jjournal.

strictures, carefully and exclusively to his
profane Romances.
The many differences, Mr. Editor, be-

notice of my letter above given,

and the above citations from the letter, and
the other parts of it, are so plainly manifest

not specially notice them. In

common justice, I request the insegtion of
this short letter in the next nnnbe\{;f your

Yours truly,
JouN G. MaRsHALL.

cuit,

~ Civenit Wutelligence. |

but encouraging.
something of the feelings which agitate the

/

" LETTER FROM BURLINGTOX.

Dear Mg. Eorror, — Reviewing my
work for the past six months I am not
sorry that Conference sent me to this Cir-
At first the prospect was anything

Perhaps you know

and exposition, but the editor simply bints
his feare thac all the generations are wrong,
and that in mercy to the faith of the Chris-
tian world he does not just yet proceed to
hiurl the resurrection oi the dead and its de-
pending doctrines into atoms His manner
creates the imgression that with the mighty
energies of his intellectual engtees he can
shape a thunderbolt potent to smash the eonfi-
dence of all the weak believers who hav e been
deceived for eighteen centuries. The editor
advertises without accdrately defining his act-
ual difficalties, and 8o ereates the impression
that since the doctrines of ** death, intermedi-
ate state, the resurrection, the day of judg-
ment, and the final destiny of the good and
bad ’ need ‘‘re-examination and restate-
ment,” possibly death may be eternal ; that
the soul sleeps in the intermediatoe state, that
there are tome doubts about a general jodg-
ment, that possibly rewards and penalties
after death, as well a¢ the resurrection, will
remain misstated und conscquently misunder-

a most valued teacher, whose loss to us own comfort increased by guarding the in-

lence, all outlying stations being now occu-
pied.

We have received voluntary effers toward
this object from four individuals, amounting
in the aggregate to about $120. This dees
not include a sum previously given by one
of the four named for the purpose of testing
the Colportage System.

 Taxe Hexo 10 Tae Frocx ”"—There is
much probability that considerable neces-
sity will exist in several pastoral charges for
prudent oversight during the ensuing few
months. Great loss to the church has oft.
eu followed revivals of religion through lack
of discretion and acxious care in training
converts. We forget that misde newly
awakened and hearts newly changed are
very susceptible of impressions and infla-

will be the gain of Grafton Street, in which
sbe contiues the good work. Oun account
of distance also, Mr. John Starr has had
to retire from an office well and worthily
filled. We may hope to see him often, how-

ever, as a welcome visitor.

The new superintendent, Mr. W. B. Me-
Nutt, brings to his arduous office well tried
capabilities. Mr. Rutus Sweet, who has
grown up in the school, is chosen as assis-
tant superintendent. Thus the work goes
on. While deeply impressed with the
changes wrought here during an absence
of years, and the vacancies left by the death
of honored servants of Christ; my heart
has many a time bounded with gratitude to
God in finding yonng men of intelligence
aud piety standing forward to fill their
Places ; and to find myself surrounded with
tboughtful, earnest and devoted mission
workers.  The best of all is God is with us.

Halifax. J. L

Sunday evening prayer meeting conducted
by him was a model service. The ordeal
of preaching in that beautiful Harrogate
sanctuary was somewhat a severe one.
The previous sermon had been preached
by the venerable and accomplished Dr.
Heory Cooke, of Belfast. Dr. Cooke’s
sermon left an impression on my mind still
vividly realized : J. L.

REVIVAL AT HARROGATE.

A mouth of revival services was com-
menced immediately after the Bibles were
distributed, and meetings were held every
uight except Saturday, in the newly opened
Mission Room. The means employed to
gather congregations of working people
and visitors were wise and bold, not un-
likely to procure a little of the * reproach
of Christ” from those who, both by precept

and example, dissuade men from holy zeal

children and friends than usual.

The schools of the Canada Suonday School
Uuion met in St. Aundrew’s Church, the
Rev. Gaviu Lang presiding. After the
new year’s hyma was sung, prayer offered,
and portions of Scripture read, several
ministers delivered appropriate addresses.
Oge told of an aged daughter of Scotland,
who, though mearly deaf, attended church

ly, because there she often heard |years. :
regularly o ned conld hoar ol | hanced eost of building, and the great rise

in the value of ground, in which some have
speculated perhaps extremely. Houses are
expected to be scarce and dear in the spring.
High rents and taxes are a serious addition

the word * Jerusalen,” and could hear also
the *“Sough of the psalms.” How
characteristic of Scottish Christians—how
devout and suggestive of happy days past,
and happier still to come in * Jerusalem ”

gress of the city in baildings.
briefly stated that io the last building
season fewer houses were added to the city
than for several immediately preceding

ferior creatures from veedless pain, and
protecting them in their few and limited
enjoyments. .

A survey is made every year of the pro-
It may be

This may be explained by the en-

above * the Saints abode, whose founder is | 10 the cost of family residence in this grow-

the living God.” Another speaker gave
the scholars for a motto, * This year for
Jesus.” A collection was made at the
close.

of the Wesleyan Sunday Schools, in the

ing emporium of the Dominion. Among the
buildings of note which have lately been
complsted, may be mentioned a block of
warehouses built by the Nuns of the Hotel

But the event of the day was the meeting| Dieu on their valuable property off Si.
Sulpice Street; an Episcopal Church in

St. James Street Church. They gathered|upper St. Urban Street; and the Merch-

parsonage, and very little prospect of se-
curiog one. For some twelve or fifteen
years our Ministers on this Circuit have
been like the Patriarchs, moving from place
to place with oo certain dwelling, no set-
tled home. One has lived in one locality,
another in another, while some have moved | f,
two or three times in the course of their

stated removals caused by our itineraat
system are oft-times painful enough in
their suggestions of impermancy, but to be

like Noah’s dove, finding no rest for the
sole of one’s foot. DBut, thanks to the

who gatbered round us when we entered
upon this field, that reproach is now wiped
away. Since August last we have built,
paid for, and taken possession of one of the

Minister’s soul on coming to a new field | sio0d until, as be says, ** the desired re-exam-
with an almost belpless family, to find no | ination and restatement ”” have become ‘¢ the
Jogous oceupation of our latest days.”

This matter beloags to the universal Meth-

odist Church, and we should remain faitbless
in the absence of this sad, earnest protest.
No journalistic courtesy toward a brether edi-
tor can command our silence, and we, tnere-

ore, in view of the representative pretensions

. of the journal whose power we believed to be
two or three years’ incumbency. The|abused in this instance, do carnestly hope the
editor thereof may have the blessing of con-
version, the grace of silence, or beautitude of
frank warfare !
compelled to move between moves is to be | rage because an abuse of trust.

The entire thing i3 an out-

The Christian Messenger, (Halifax) thus

liberality and energy of that host of friends | o) o.es a review of the Bishops Edacational

Pastoral :

It may be that more is at stake in regard

to these parental rights, than appears at first

most comfortable country parsonages in the ®

ight. Who are the men, whose names are
o




