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When the hand of God is laid upon us,
my brethren, the

first thing we are

likely to do is to complain and to won
der why we are so much afilicted. We
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brings sorrow upon u nd sulfering we
know, and that it 1s for our good we
know al He is no angry God sitting
in judgment to punish us all the time

Sickness, loss of money, friends, and of
all that is near and dear to us, isno sign
at all that God is in any
way angry with us. v whom the
Lord loveth He and He
scourgeth every son whom He re-
ceiveth.”

St. Paul appreciated this so much
that he could say, *1 glory in my in-
firmities ;" ard then he went on to
describe his chastisements from the day
he had been a Christian up to the time
of his writing. Aud in spite of all his

dislikes us or

chastiseth,

hardships, of all the base ingratitude
with which he had been treated,
in spite of perpetual bodily pain,
in spite of temptations of satan,

he would glory in his infirmity.

He knew that out of proper submission

of spirit to all this a man's soul is
elevated to God, merit is gained and
greater glory to God.

And we, alas ! how do we act to-day
in similar circumstances? Which one
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plain, and so plain that St. P

“1f you do well and suifer for it, this i
acceptable wi God.” For thi- ren
ders ts like t y Whe snffered for us,
the just for the unjust. St. Francis of

Assisi says that perfect joy eonsiste d in
being despised and ill-tre ated by the

men of the world,

Now, this treatment of the world
which we receive, how do we bear it as
a rule? Most men resent it. Most
men will stand no ill-treatment from
their fellow men. They talk big about
their dignity. Yet the Psalmist says :
* What is man that Thou art mindful
of him 2 and the Soa of Man that Thou
s0 regardeth him?" Men  speak of
their being insulted and talk of

apologies, and they insult God and have
not made the
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that of the
clear voice of the eloguent lecturer.

Navier was speaking save

During the six evenings of the mis-
sion the leetures included, besides that
of the opening night, talks on * Purg

tory,” Copfession,” * Marriag
Divores ‘Hell” and “Why I am a
Catholi At the close of the third

lecture all the books carried by Father
Xavier, to the number of one hundred
and forty, had been distributed, and
Father Virnich, pastor at Santa Marie,
also distributed a number of copies of
¢ Faith of Our Fathers.”

Although Willow Hill had been flooded

with such Books as *Thirty Yearsin
Hell " and the ministers of the town
held spectacular revivals during the

mission
lecturer

given by Father Xavier, the
was prevailed upon to give two

extra lectures, the hall being filled to
its capacity at each of the eight lec-
tures,
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FATHER VAUGHAN ON
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

1 ABSOLUTELY DEN 1T LAIM  TO

EITHER CHRISTIAN OR SCIENCE'

[ read somewhat lately, writes Father
Bernard Vaughan in the World, that the
chief requisite for dealing effectively
with Christian Science is a keen sense of
bumor. The it is true,
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Your Best Gift to the State

Give to the state sturdy men and women
by giving the youngsters plenty of

power of mind over matter, of soul over
Kveryone knows that our minds
have an immense power of lnlluvm-ln;:'
our bodies, though how far this power |
extends is not yet fuily known, Hypno-
tism is teaching us not a little about |
this matter. Skilful suggestion under
suitable eonditions can, indeed, work
wonders, Christian  Seience  builds
largely on this truth, which, although
it has always been known, has come |
more especially to the front in our day.
Christian Science makes stronz pro-
nouncements too, on the value and effi-
of prayer, Enthusiastic professions
of belief in these truths of genuine re-
ligion, and tueir adroit mixture with
modern religious errors, enable
Christian Science to appeal powerlully
wnd successfully to man's patural erav-
ing for a religion of auy sort rather than
none at all !

If human nature

caey

some

is weak ang liable to
be duped in the department of religion,
U is ;« rh qm xL\Il weaker and still more

ake , the department of

medicine. There is no need to pursue
point. Quacks we all know, with
their nostrums and panac are legion,
and, to judge from their ubiquitous ad-
vertisements, they evidently drive a
thriving trade. Christian Science pro-
fesses to be able to cure all ills and dis-
cases, both of soul and body. No won-
der, then, that it succeeds with many ;
the wonder wonld be if it did not make
converts, when we take into considera-
tion the helpless weakness of human
nature in the presence of quacks pnsilu:
before the public either as doctors of
medicine or of divinity.

[ am then, at no less to account for
the progress made by Christian Science,
though I absolutely deny its elaim to be
either science or Christian,

It is not science because it denies that
on which science is founded—fact and
experience. Theastonishing lengths to
which Christian Science goes in this
direction would be incredible if we had
not the more express statements of Mrs,
iBddy and her disciples, An extract
Mrs. Eddy and another from Mr,
rick Dixon must
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Dixon, which appeared in The World of
November 23. In his reply to Father
wrote, “The mind of Christ is
exactly in the proportion in
man destroys his own belief in
the reality and power of evil, and grasps
exactly what Jesus meant when He said
of personified evil: ‘He abode not in
the truth, because there is no truth in
him' or in the less archaic phraseology
of to-day, in reality it never existed, be-
cause there is no reality in it.”
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iron, of the Forty Martyrs of Sel .wn,
frozen to death, of St. Apolonia, St
eratius, and thousands and thousands of
of | oth ho died by the sword, b, fire,
by the rack, by being thrown into the
ea, or devonred by wild beasts \
ould strengthen our faith and revive
ur courage and fortify o resolu
tions by the contemplatic { the hero
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candles burni m the altars should re-

call their ANOTY.

I'ne candles should remind us also of
our baptism when we promised to be
ever the followers of Jesus, I'hey
should recall to our minds our First
Ho'y Communion when we renewed that
promise. These candles should also re-

our death when
a testimony of

mind us of
burn as

they will
our fidelity.

I'he candle is also a symbol of our faith,
which should light us in all ages and

conditions and transactions of life. Like
the flame all our aims should be upward,
ouly then will we be happy and
tented,

The blessing of
feast of St. Blase, February Sird,
than a ceremony in the
extraordinary, the wonderful preteetion
obtained therefrom is becoming more
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Catholic brethren of
India, sons of St. Francis Xavier,
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roy, when he lefg Bombay, sailed for Goa
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2 And, my
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it | to hear his last Mass on Indian soil
re the sbrine of the Apostle of India?
Were not those two hearts akin ?  There

burned in both the same all-embracing
love for the people of this country, and
one benefactor of India knelt for a bless-
ng from another.”
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