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OTHERS ARE THINKING

‘ : plnas from
Yo Wide-a-wake &)ntemporariea
THE SPIRIT OF THE NEW AGE. dressed men and women in the pews, -
—— si¥ who only glanced at them to shrink
The war in o has revealed the ' from them with disgust;

nherent evils of our presént social or-
der. Tt has been well said that the
t of every new era is hampered
by the oppositions of its predecessor.
It is the custom of every age to ex-
press itself in laws which it regards as
permanently binding on posterity. But
to-day the thoughts of men run coun-
ter to the hoary traditions and prece-
dents of bygoneé years. Humanity stands
on the threshold of a new order, in
which the extreme individualism of
early. Vietorian times no longer pre-
vails. The struggle for national exist-
ence has promoted unity of effort and
community of sentiment. Never again

ean the nation turn back without loath- -

ing to the mad competition and struggle
for individual existence that character-
ized pre-war industrialism. Economic
reconstruction;, when it comes must pro-
ceed upon less” individualitstie lines.
The fight with Germany has shown the
necessity of the national mobilibzation
of both labor and capital, with the State
as the predominant partner. What has
proved so successful in times of war
cannot be set aside as altogether im-
practicable in days of peace. The past
has been a selfish age. The brutalizing
doetrine of the survival of the fittest
must give place to the spew law—the
law of service to the neighbor and to
the community.—Toronto Globe.
B —

THE COLLECTION.

By Ernest Crosby.

I passed the plate in church.

There was little silver but the crisp
bank notes heaped themselves up high
before me;

And ever ag the pYe grew the plate
became warmer and warmer until it
burned m¥ fingers, and a smell of
scorching flesh rose from it, and I-per-
ceived that some of the notes were
beginning .to smoulder and curl, half-
browned at the edges.

And then I saw through the smoke
into the very substance of the money,
Zand I beheld what it really was;

I saw the stolen earnings of the poor,
the wide margins of wages pared down
_to starvationy

I saw the underpaid factory girl
eking out her living on the street, and
the overworked child, and the suicide of
the discharged miner;

I saw poisonous gases from great
manuafaetories spreadmg dlsease and
death;

I saw.despair and dradgery filling the
dram-shop;

I saw rents.screwed out of brother
man for permission te live on God’s
land;

I saw men. shut out from the booom
of ‘the -earth and begging for the poor
privilege to_ work in vain,. and becom-
ing tnnp a.nd paupers. and drunkards
and lunaties, andr crowding into alms-
houses, insane asylums and prisons;

. E.saw ignorance and vice and crime
growing rank in stifling, filthy slums;

I saw usury, springing from usury, -

iteelf born of vnjust monopoly and pur
chased laws and legalized violence;
I saw shoddy cloth and adulterated
1‘90& .and. lying" goods ot all  kinds,
_cheapening men and womon, Mvulgar—
izing the world; %

I saw hideousness_ extonding itself .

from ‘eoal mine and foundry over !orost
~and river'and field;

I saw ‘money W.from r.naw- e

I saw money worshipped as a god,
ald driven grudgingly from hoards so
great that it could not be missed, as
a bribe from superstition to a dis-
honest judge in the expectation of es-
caping hell;

I saw all this, and the plate burned
my fingers so that I had to hold it
first in one hard and then in the other;
and I was glad when the parson in his -
white robes took the smoking pile from

‘me on the chgncel steps and, turning-

about, lifted it up and ldy it on the
altar,

It was an oldme altar indeed, for
it’ bore a burnt offering of flesh and
blood—a sweat savor unto the Moloch
whom these people worship. with their
daily round of human sacrifices.

The shamgles are in the temple as
of yore, and the tables of the money-
changers waiting to be overturned.—
American Socialist.

Pope Leo XIII.

But all agree, and there ean be no
question whatever that some remedy
must be found, and quickly found, for
the misery and wretchedness which
press so heavily at this moment on the
large majority of the very poor.

By degrees it has come to pass that
workingmen have been given over, isol-
ated and defenceless, to the carelessness
of employers and the greed of unre-
stricted competition. Ang to
this must be added the custom of work-
ing by contraet, and the concentration
of 's0 many branches of trade in the
hands of a few individuals, so that a
small number of very rich men have
been ablé to lay upon thé masses of

the poor, a yoke little better than slav-
ery itself.

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT.
Somehow They Don’t Seem to Fit in
_ These Two Cases,

Winnipeg, Feb. 15.—~Hugh D. Lyons,
accountant- gf the Canadian Govern-
ment Immigration Department, who
was arrested in Stockton, Cal., and con-
fessed to the theft of $15,000, whieh he
lost in grain speculating, was given sus-
pended sentene to-day.

John Gordon, who stole a few sacks
of flour out of a freight car, was sen-
tenced to five years in penitentiary,—
Toronto Globe.

TO STOP EXODUS TO UNITED
STATES.

The Welland Branch of the Resources
Committee have forwarded the follow-
ing resolution to the National Bervice
Commission :

‘Whereas,. it is discovered that the,
town has lost upwards: of one hundred
and fifty eligibles, who have fled to the
nited States; therefors, be it resolved,.
that we bring this matter to the at-
tention of the National Service Com-
“mission, and urge, first, that effetive
meéasures be taken to stop this serious’
exodus by requiring each person leaving
the eountry to be provided with a pass-
port; second, that adequate penaltm
be provxded i :

eicty lNBviM into two 'plﬁl, of m
one is‘'elevated above society (Robert
Owen, for example).

The occurrence aimnltanaously of* a
change in conditions and human aetiv-
ity can only be comprehended ahd ra-
tionally understood as a revolutiona.ry
fact—Feuerbach.

YOUTHS RELBASED FOR ENLIST-
MENT.

The ‘Metal D:a.wing Company  dis-
charged 75 of their young men on Mon-
day that they might enlist for overseas
sorvice} most of the young men do not
take kindly to their discharge, but the
company feels that they should be in
khaki instead of making money from
the manufacture of munitions, A num-
ber of young men were previously dis-
charged from this factory for a like rea-
son.—St, Catharines Standard.

~ MANITOBAHS!

Dixon and Rigg in the Legislature
are the representatives of the common
people, and their appearance in the
House is & menace to the old party
politicians, as they stand head and
shoulders above the majority of the
members and consequently stand out
strong in progressive ideas. The use
of the patriotic flag-wavers to try and
belittle these men has no effect on the
workers except to make them more de-
termined to support these two repre-
sentatives, who speak for the masses
and not for the classes.

The Dixon Recall meeting held in the
Scott Memorial Hall was a “howhng
success. One paper stated that 2,000
attended, another 1,500, and still an-
other stated 800, while as a matter of
fact -if 400 eould be placed in the hall
it would be the limit. 8o you see, good
people, how much reliance you can place
on newspaper stuff, especially in regard
to Dixon, The meeting was certainly
loaded to handle any opponent to their
plans—*‘‘kick ‘em downstairs stunts’’
—very striking illustration of fair play.

Dixon’s Recall Bill is now before the
House, and if the bill passes into law
the father of the bill will be the first
ond’ to try it out—if the voters of Cen-
tre Winnipeg show that they want Mr.
Dixon to resign. Tt is safe to say that
if such comes to pass Dixon will be re-
gigned. It is safe to say that if such
comes to pass Dixon will be re-elected
by the real democratic forces, and this
will happen despite the efforts of;the
daily press to belittle this man, who is
a demoerat from the hair of his head to,
the soles of his feet. ‘‘The people first,
last and all the time, special privilege
to none,’’ is his motto.

The €anadian war voie for the com-
ing fiseal year is reported to be placed
at $500,000,000, or double the amount
voted- at the last session., This amount
is staggering when yon realizo that Ca-
nada has a population of a little over
7,000,000, The present means of finane-
ing the interest will have to undergo a
radical change to meet this debt.

The big milk ’com-pany says there is

no money in milk at 11 cents a quart, -
. while another- compny mto- there is

‘geod business profit at )9 ugtl a quart.
You ean :ead:ly see- the advantage of

competition in the above. Let one cor- -
poration coatrol tho_mi!t nppty M

ed in amolt viprou unpdp
purpose of securing the franchise.
have circulated throughout the pro
large numbers of petitions for
tures, many of which have been s
and eventnally will bo presented to the
Governmeut of Ontario.
In Rensas, out of 255 women m&e
datu for county offices, 151 weres elect-
Fifty-eight women were elected a8
county superjatendents” of schools,
thirty-ive as registrars of deeds,
twenty-five as elerks ‘of district courts,
five as county clerks, fifteen as county
treasurers, and two, probn,to judges.

Dr. Georgina Sweet, of Briabano, Aus-
tralia, has been appointed acting Pro-
fessor of Biology at the Melbourne Uni~"
versity, the first time a. woman has
been appointed professor in a Mel
bourne University, and probably the
first in Australia.

On November 2nd the Socialist De-
puty, Welte, put-down & motion for
the Grand Council of Basle (Bwitzer
land), inviting the Council of State
to consider the means of revising the
cantonal constitution so as to introduce
woman suffrage (thevvoto and eligibil- ;
ity). 3

The Grand Council of Berne has pass-
ed a law giving women the church vote:

In revenge it has rejected by a large s
majority on the first reading the pro- s,
posal of Socialist Deputy Munch to give
women the commercial vote. But this
question is to be voted on again in the
spring.

The Social Democrats in Berlin have -
proposed the admission of women to
municipal committees. The resolution
proposed by Barkowski was: The meets
ing requests the magistrate to
ward & prop upm as l::j&',;
whereby the election of womien to
mittoes in accordance with Section 30,
may be statutorily ddmitbed:  ¢‘Dg,
Woyl supported the resolution, and said:
We must have women in the Couneil
Chamber. If we can’t have them in
through the front door, they must come
in at the side door, but inside they
must comel Oberbugermeister Wer-
muth agreed to consider the resolution
in ‘@ committee. General opinion seems
in favor of extending women’s work in
local government,

The question of electoral reform has
been beforg the Dutch second chamber
for some months, and the Dutch suffrag-
ists have been busy. At the opening of
Parliament on  September 19th they
flocked . in thounndu to ““The Hague’’
and were seen in groups at gqvery
street cormer, distributing pamphlets:
When the Queen-arrived to deliver her
opening address, the women with
white and yellow ribbons were at
door of the House, and sinee the ﬁeeo;d
Chamber had a public, session, a
of women was posted at  the dmij ;
to the afternoon of N'bvmm e
, the debate on the enfranch
women onded. The existing i
adopmﬂ'in 1887, ﬁvm the frane




