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APPENDIX B.

EXTRACTS FROM THE “ ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STATE EN-
GINEER AND SURVEYOR ON THE CANALS OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK, FEBRUARY, 9ru, 1853.

* An investigation of the comparative advantages of the several channels
of communication between the sea hoard and the interior, requires an exami-
nation into the cost and charges of transport by the various modes of land
and water conveyance.”

“ The charges cannot be relied upon in this investization, because they
fluctuate on the various routes, and on the different articles conve yed ; com-
petition reducing them to a minimum, and monopoly raising them to a
maximum.”

“ The cost, however, furnishes a more reliable basis for comparison, as the
elements upon which it depends are usually affected alike on the different
routes.” » . » ¢

Mr. McAlpine then gives the following “ Table of the Cost of Transport
per Ton per mile.” by various modes of conveyance :—
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“ The cost of transportation on the Erie Canal, Including its repairs and
maintenance, and the exzpenses of the forwarders, is five mills per ton per
mile.”

* The cost of transportation of freight on the Central Railroad, including
items of expense corresponding to those above gtated, was nineteen mills per
ton per mile, and on the New York and Erie was thirteen mills.”
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