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A STORY OF THE FARLY DAYS IN
THE OIL COUNTHY,

One of the Celebrated ©il Creek Fleods
Which Swept Away Fortunes in Oil—
Petroleum Was Worth 50 Ceuts & Bar
rel at the Wells and $6 in Pittsburg.

“ There never was a time in the com-
mercial history of the world, I'll bet,
when so many men were making so muth
money as were the men who owned the
big oil wells on Oil Creek in the year
1864,” said = pioneer operator in the
Venango county petroleum field, to a
New York Sun writer. * Incomes were
_calculated by ‘the minute, and $1 a
minute was a small income. There
were men who were making from $5 to
$10 a minute, day and night. I wasn't
one of them, but the last time I was
in Oil City I had the pleasure of lending
$1 to a man who was one of them.

“You see, in those days—and theyt
seem like a dream now or some Arabian
night’s tale—it was the well-owners who
made the money. They just sat around

e and let their wells spout and gathered

§n the returns as they came. There had

been astonishing fluctuations in the

oil market ever since the business began
in 1859. In that year

brought $20 a barrel. There was 1o

market for it yet, though, am.i not‘much

was sold. The next year, in spite of
the fact tbat there was very little de-
mand for a product as yet almost un-
known to the outside world, the wells

then producing put on the market 200,-

000 barrels of oil. Yet the average

price for the product that year was

$10 a barrel, although it fell to $3.50

in January, 1861, and tumbled to 50

_cents a barrel by April. But . pro-
ducers kept their wells pumping, al-
though there was no storage capacity
jn the region, and half the product ran
to waste. -Not only were the old wells
kept going to their full capacity, but
hundreds of new ones were being put

down. 1

“Tn June, 1861, the first flowing well
in the history of petroleum was struck
on the Tarr farm. It spouted 300
barrels a day, and scared the pumping-
well owners out of their wits. Follow-
fng close on that another well came in
with a daily flow of 2000 barrels, and
that was still the wonder of the region,
whes: a third well responded to the drill
with 8000 barrels a—~day. Oil tumbled
to 10 cents a. barrel, and an empty bar-
rel was worth 15 times as much as
the oil it could Jhold. In less than e

ear 1,600,000 barrels of oil came from
he ground along Oil Creek, and more
than hali of it ran to waste.

“Pittsburg was then the centix'e of
what petroleum trade there was, and we
had- to run our oil down Oil Creek and
the Allegheny River on filatboats.
0il was so low in 1862 that very few

" pperators shipped any. The price in
“Pitisburg was double the price at the
wells, as freights were high and naviga-
tion precarious. Owing to non-ship-

“ ment from wells Pittsburg began to get
cleaned out of crude, and the .price be-
gan to climb. Then was when I made
my first and last big speculation in oil.

1 thought I paw a noble chance to mak

a fortune quick. I bought all the oil

nlong the creek for which I could get

barrels and managed to get together

20,000 barrels, for whjch I paid 50 cents

2 barrel. A short time afterward

Pit-sburg was offering $6 a barrel - for

vil, and I had my boats all loaded and

at Oil City, ready for the first rise in

the creek and river. Everything tlc_s-
pended on freshets in those days. This
was in December, and while I and a lot
more eager speculators were waiting, the
river "froze up tighter than a snare
drum. In a day or so.the ice in the
ereek broke up under a warm spell three
or four miles above Oil City and moved

“down. The ice at the mouth .of the
creek didn’t move and a. big ice dam
formed at Oit City. solid ice at
the mouth ‘of the ereek jeouldn’t stand
the great ipressure above it, and on

December Tth—I think-it" was—it went

‘put like a cannon shot, and the moun-
tains of ice above, backed up by & small
ocean of water, swept down upon us at
the rate of 20 miles an hour. My
boats, and about 200 others, were crush-

-ed to pieces, and something like 300,-
000 barrels of $6 oil were poured on
_the troubled waters. I stood to clear
.$100,006 on that speculation and I
Yost it ih less than 16 minutes.
© “There was a good deal of money
mude in oil in 1863, as the price was
nbout $4 at the wells, and about 8,000,-
900 barreis were produced, but 1864
was the star year for well-owners. The
price had gone to $5 a barrel in Feb-
ruary, 1864, and before May was over
$7. Some heavy wells were struck about
selling at $7.50. The business of deal-
ing in oil had ceased to be in the hands
of greenhorns. Shrewd business men be-
gan to take a hamd in it, and the mar-
ket responded promptly to their manipu-
lations.

“ June, 1864, opened with oil at $7.60
e barrel, but in a few days had goue
to $9. By the end of the month it
had jumped to $11.50 a barrel, show-
jng the astounding advamnce of $4 a bar-
rel in 30 days. In those 30 days more
mern ‘were making fortunes every day
than I %elieve ever before in the com-
mercial history of the world.

“Early in July the price was sent to
$18.76 a barrel but was knocked down
to 69 in Awvgusty Oil never got back
to $18.78 again, 'but by the end of
August it was selling at $11 a bearrel.
It had been well for many a glib specu-
Jator I knew them, who held a big lot*
of oil at $18.75, if he had closed out
at §11, instead of fondly nursing his
holdings for a golden future. In Sep-
wember the price fell to $6.50, owing
to the strilziugf»f some new gushers.
Then, on the other hand, it would have
been well if my speculative! acquaintances
had kept on nursing their $13.75 oil, in-
stead of getting mcared and parting
with it at $6.50, for two days later the
price jumped to $11 again. Inside of a
week it dropped like a plummet to $6,
but went up again before the end of
October to $9.60. It kept going up un-
til the end of November, when it was
$11 mgain, the year closing with the
market at $11.50. The average price of
oil for 1864 was $7.62 a barrel, and the
production was 2,600,000 barrels. A
number of 2000-barrel wells had-kept up
their supply all the year through, each
one of which yielded an income to its
owner or owners of $15,000 a dgy, or
more than $5,000,000 for the year. The
end of 1865 found very few of these men
with a dollar.

“The jmost notable year of .all for
fluctuations in the price of oil was 1865.
The year opened with a drop in oil irom
$11.50 to $6:50 a barrel, but before a
snonth had gone ‘the price was up to
$10. The wmecond month it dropped to
$7. In April thé price was $5, in May
8.25, in‘June $5. There was no chauge
in that figure until August, when it
down to $4 a barrel. With the end of
that month the market began to rise |
until the end of September it stood at
$9.25.

“In Oectober the price fell to $6.50,
quickly advanced to $9.50, tumbled
again to $6.50 and rose to $8, where
it remaived until the close of November.
The market dropped to $56 in December,
but eclosed the year at $8. The average
for this vear had -been gpomething over
$6 a barrel, a price opérators thought
ruinously low; but if one-third of that
price should happen to strike the mar-
ket to-day there wouldn't ba a sane pe-
trolewm speculator in America.

“The year 1865 was potabl: for an-
other peculiarity-of the early petrolenm
business, the harvest reaped by the oil
seompanies that were “organized by the
khousand. Some of these owued more oil

land—on their prospectuses—than ' there ‘ imbibed grave, injurious fallacies
Y 0 County. | they loved, and bel
| the priests, their spiritual fathers, taught
| them; to these the
! unwilling to part

was in-the whole of . Ve
They gathered in the people’s wouey all
the same, and more than $15,000,000 was
invested in schemes that were the rank-
est of all rank swindles. The famous
Pithole  blossomed in 1868 also, and for
a while ‘raised the deuce. But 1865 saw
the end of the gushing days in Oil Creek.
All ‘of the big spouting wells were things
of the past, and Pithole only revived
the old times for e few months. The
highest price ever got again was in
1869, when it went to $7 a barrel. Ever
since then the price has steadily grown
smaller,
Jow $2—for the last ten yecars, with one
or two exceptions, below $1. No oil
operator now on earth will ever see the
price $2 again.”

CAUBSES OF SKEPTICISM,

Eloquent Discourse by the Pastor of Rlm.
Street New Jerusalem Church—The
Simple @oed the Cunning Bad.

Rev. A. John Cleare, pastor Elm-street
New Jerusalem Church, recently de-
livered an intevesting discourse on *“The
Causes of Bkepticism.”

In the human body,, with each mo-
ment’s life, there is the breaking in of
old cells, the waste of tissue, the re-
moval of these used-up substances, and
the reconstruction—the dormation of
new receptacles of life. So in the life
of a great city, to-morrow’s fod is

petroleum | coming in, is on incoming trains and ves-

sels, on carts and on the counters in the
shops, to-day's food is in the oven,
yesterday's garbage is being carried out.
Old buildings are being torn down, the
debris is being carried to the dust heap;
the new city going up. It is so with
the thought and faith of men; old rook-
eries of creeds are being torn down, and
what has been the temple of a people’s
faith, reared with great pains, and hal-
lowed by the blood of martyrs, is, to-
day, mere dust, blowing around in the
wind of anybody’s criticism. ut let
no one persuade himseM that all belief
is at an end, and there is no new faith
laying hold of the hearts and intelligent
thought of men, that there is nothing
to expeet mow. but that the devastating
breath of criticism shall go on and find
every faith ready to crumble.

It “is. doubtless true of many minds
that the comsideration of the Christian
religion as something vital and rational
is absurd, its claims having, one after
another, been so ably set aside by men
whose oily purpose’ ' was to establish
the beliefs of men upon firm, ratiomal
bases; but I shall hope to show that
the claims of a true Christian religion
have not been heard by these men, that
they can mot be set aside by their argu-
ments, that they themselves need; and,
if they are sincere, will gladly é.ccept
its truths as the mecessary comple<
ment of the truths they hold. In
doing so, we shall follow the plan por-
trayed in the life of the body ands in
the growth of cities; we shall have much
to tear down to show what is not
Christianity before we can undertake
to show, what is the true Christian re-
ligion. 5

We are not proposing a useless tirade
against those who do not believe in the
Christian doctrines. but should like,
clearly and patiently, to discuss the
questions that belong undér the tile of
this lecture, What is the cause, or,
more properly, what are the causes of
skepticism ? .

! are many kinds of skeptism,
many applications and misapplications of
the term. The title of skeptic is claim-
ed by many fetich worshippers, by
many shallow, bigoted amd even super-
stitious men, by many possessing no in-
dividuality of thought, but following
the leadership of some—not authoritative
science, but—authority assuming scien-
tist as blindly as the most priest-ridden
religionist has followed his priest.

The skeptic is not one who does not
want to know. The word means liter-
ally a searcher, one who ecritically ex-
amines, and it properly embraces the
man who, for flack of convincing evi-
dence, refuses comcurrence in generally
accepted conclusions. This is the mean-
.ing to which we shall cling in all eur
use of the term. *

To. begin back far enough for the
causes of skeptieism we shall find them
to be constitutional. Men are not
born with ready-made ideas; indeed, in
order that e free and rational life of
his own, and be not a mere machine,
through which the divine and infinite
life shall flow, he is born into a state
of absolute ignorance, and has, as his
basis, all the negative conditions of a
dead world, into which the positive
divine and spiritual forces, as they flow
in, meet with resistance; the reactive
force resultant from this action and re-
action being the man’s own life.

Skepticism is us natural aud necessary
to the human mind as sleep to the body,as
black, the absence of color, is netessary
to the formation of colors, as the crumb-
ling of rocks is necessary to the forma-
tion of soils and the sustenance of plant
and animal life.

But it is only a partial exercise of
the mind. The mnatural processes of
the mind work from appearances to
realities; this has been eviderced in
our much vaunted science. We are born
into a state ol very real phenomen, and
these, in all their workings, are obey-
ing eternal, immutable laws, yet they
present these laws to us, in appearances
that have -always appealed to the first
thought of man as the whole truth
they had to exemplify. - The struggle
from the apparent truth that the sun
circled round the earth to the real truth
that the earth was swung was no less
absurdly serions than the struggle out
of religious faiths founded, in the same
way, Bpon appearauces.

But the struggle did not commencel
until the real truth, with its positive,
combative, invnlnerable life, pierced the
thick veil of appearances, and its mere
ennunciation-and lifting up became the
standard that should ultimately draw
all men to itself.

It is a mistake to think that men
learn by experience; they do not and
can not; they would only go on coniirm-
ing themselves in what they possessed,
and if it were false they could do no
more than develop, intensify and ag-
gravate all that it had of its own
character.

Man mnever learns by amnything other
than a truth, and is never restless and
skeptical in and of the false until the
presence of the truth has been felt, and
there could not now be the restlessness
under the galling yoke of old, false
creeds and confessions, but that the
truth is already becoming the common
property of men, and. a liberty and
puiranchjsement are given him from the
spirituall side. “The immediate cause of
the prevalent skepticism is given by
Emanuel Stvedenborg, when he describes
the last general judgment, which took
place in the world of spirits i the year
1757.

This event, as being pivotal to so much
of the history of man, deserves mention
here, though T am aware that, at this
stage of ths argument, an appeal to spiri-
tual world phenomena- would be mere
beggzing the question, but I am present-
ing the (:auses of skepticism, and, in
the order {»f their importance, this is the
place to tonsider the causes of this
natvre, and we shall come, at its proper
place, to the consideration of the
ground -of beltef in the supermatural.

The *“last judgment” is described by
Swedenborg in| & work of that title,
which should read, together with
the work descripytive of heaven and hell.
Thers had been gxthering, in the world
of spirits, througl the whole Christian
dispensation, a layrge proportion of the
men and women who passed from life
in this and other wiorlds; fome ot whom
beiug interiorly ingthe love of doing
good, had been under the dominion of

priests to such gn lextent, as to have

and since 1878 has ruled be- !

which!
d as truths, because |

clung tewaciously,
rom them, as being
all of moral and religious precept they
held. In other words, being intensely
and sincerely in the effort to do right,
they had been led by blind guides and
together with their guides were ditched.
They loved the teachiugs of these guides
"with what in itself was the love of
truth, but had they acted from this in-
struction their lives would have been
, vile, beastly, inhuman and infermal.

It will be seen at onece, that this love
| was of a heavenly quality, but the dog-
mas to which it clung had their origin
in, and derived their life from, hell. ./

And these simple, untutored good:
spirits, while they clung to an infernal |
teaching from a heavenly principle,
could themselves bhe neither in heaven
por in hell. They rcmained, as was
said, through all the first Christian dis-
pensation, in the immediate state,’ or
world of spirits, And there was an-
other class, in general made up of those
who had been accounted wise in  this
world, of those who greatly excelled in
the art of theological jugglery—an art
cousisting principally in the ability to
obscure - and confuse the thought of
men and enslave their reason.

These men, professing great piety and
learning, pretending to be zealous for
the salvation of men, were really engag-
‘ed in enmeshing them in specious fai-
lacies, solely for the purpose-of gain and
from that worst of alf) forms of seli-
love, the desire to rule over the hearts
and conseiences of their fellows through
the sacred things of religion. These,
men, who had fathered and fostered
superstitions here, were no less in the
love of perpetuating them as they re-
mained in the world of spirits and con-
tinued to exercise an influence over men
from the spiritual side.

They themselves, because of the ming-
ling of the heavenly and infernal, in the
harlotry of hypocricy, were neither - in
heaven nor in hell during this period.

These two classes, the simple good and
the cunning bad, hung as a thick cloud
over the minds of men through all the
period of medieval history—the time
known ae the dark ages, and this in-
cubus was the cause of the darkness of
the age. : )

The judgment referred to was accom-
plished through a new revelatiol
divine truth to man, and thus also to
angels and spirits. This new revelation,
fuliilling, opening, explaining and il-
lumining all that had been before re-
vealed and what had been left dark and
enigmatical in the earlier revelations
now shone so glearly that the simple
heart saw through the priestly dogmas,
as the mere webs of words they were,
saw through all that had led\ them to
depend on man, ®aw in clearpst light
the truths disclosing their rejation to
the Lord, and from - the g love of
their hearts, which had been mercifully
preserved by the Lord, they chose and
obeyed the truth, which judged, con-
demned, denounced and bound in hell
their old ignorance and superstition; so
clearly as:to lead the affections, which
constituted their life's love, out of the
infernal thralldom, into the life and
uses of heaven, to which they had al-
ways aspired. ’

So clearly did these truths shine im
the world of gpirite as to make every
mask of hypocricy trameparent, fulfill-
ing the prophecy that there should be
nothing hidden’ that should not be  re-
vealed. Imagine hypocritical men of any
degree, whose inmost purposes were open
to the imspection of all whom they ap-
proached, they could notgbe at rest
where they were continually being dis-
covered as evil; they could enly be at
rest where evil was regarded as good,
and so, this new revelation of the heaven-
ly doctrines of the New Jerusalem, com-
ing into the world of spirite effected &
cleaning out, liberati some for the
heaven and use of their loves, binding
others in the hells from whence came
their love of dominion and deceit.

The effect of this purging of the world
of spirits upon men in' the world, was
that resulting from the succéssful tre-
phaning of & man with a clot on the
brafn, & great pressure was removed; the
new epirit of enquiry, the new emanci-
pation, the new enfranchisement of the
reason, the new spirit of criticism and
we must look to this as the principal
cause of that gkeptieism which is charac-
teristic of this new age.

Its immediate effect was to confer
upon man & sense of freedom, and at
once old habits of submission to au-
thority begam to be thrown off. - The
g s‘ﬁirit of the age ” ‘impelled men to
seek knowledge of every force that play-
ed around them; of euns, and the ray of
light, of old mounds, cliffs and caves that
had been the haunts and the graves of
men, of old habits, histories and tradi-
tions, of old dialects and old tombs, of
animal structures, of mould and slime,
of rocks and raindrops, of ocean be
and the vomit of volcanos, He went
and’ listened to the song of the babblin
brook and heard, in its silvery carof,
nature’s faint whisperings of a new story
of creation; he caught the imspiration of
her somg as he watched the smoothening
of pebbles, and the slow filing and part-
age of the soil through which se ran,
he followed her till her song was taken
up and deepened by the river, which fil-
ed more to the purpose and wore away,
tore away, bore away the land to the
sea, and here, where rivers emptied iuto
guifs and deposited the treasures drain-
ed from thousands of miles of continent
he read stories in the mud, stories of
their unceesing flow and the accumula-
tion of their deposits, going on for tens
of thousands of years. Here was some-
thing which man could regard as de-
finite and accessible—a record graven by
the events themselves amd if he turnmed
from these to the Bible as he kmew it,
it was only to find it teaching what to
him were palpably physical impossibili-
ties. The creation of something from
nothing, of the universe in six days; of
the land and seas of light, of grass and
herb yielding seed, and fruit trees yield-
ing fruit before the creation of the sun.
Again the story of the flood, over all
the world, covering the tops of the high-
est mountains, of the preservation of
pairs or sevens of every species of ani-
mal in an ark, no bigger than the “ Great
Eastern,” in which must have been hous-
ed animals from the polar regiomns to-
gether with those from the tropics;
beasts and birds of prey together with
the domestic animals which must have
been defenceless against them thousands
of animals, for which it would have been
necessary to carry vast stores of food
for the long term of their imprisonment;
all of them must have eaten to have been
sustained, and the purpose of their
carriage was their preservagion; with
all of them there must have been ex-
pulsion of the used up food, and yet this
ark, ns a sort of floating “ stock yards,”
floating for months pitehing around in
all the fury of the storm that came as
God’s scourge had no outlet through all
the long period of the rain’s descent and
subsidence not a window or crevice open
for ventilation, not a vestige of all the
refuse - accumulating through all the
year could possibly have been destroy*
ed. or removed, and yet human -beings
lived, through this year in what must
have been worse than Calcutta’s * black
hole.” i

These two stories are what especially
excite the opposition of -one kind of
gkepticism, and with these, as also pre-
senting a phyeical impossibility, and
something that could not be matter of
fact a8 & matter of divine revelation.
may be elassed the account of the in-
terruption of the sun’s journey, at the
command of Joshua.

The history and claim of the Christian
Church have been another cause of skep-
ticism. She has offered man as the talis-
man, leading out of all his problems, 1
her wondrous mystery, which she called
faith; but when he asked for a defini-
| tion of this faith she defined nothing
—a state of no belief, she taught of a

|
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the life after death; but to all inquiry
ghe could give no other . answer but
that defining nothing. What is your
spiritual ‘world, your heaven and hell ?
and she answered, “Just what the na-
tural world is not,” and went on ela-
borating the docfrine to show that the
spiritual world was the unsubstantial
abode of substanceless phantoms, whose
life consisted in doing nothing—she call-
ed it eternal rest.

She claimed to teach of God, but de-
fined Him as “without body, parts or
passions,” which is as near to defining
nothing as we could come il we tried.

Of religious life her creeds taught and
demanded nothing. Man was a stock or
a stone; his righteousness as filthy rags
before the Lord. True her creeds an
homilies thundered and blaged with su-
pervacaneous platitudzs with many
empty appeals to man to be generous
before being just. Sbe denounced evils,
but then, in her interpretation, any-
'thing wae evil that should give or pro-
mise pleasure to man. . Ly

But in every struggle for religious,
civil, moral and intellectual freedom, the
church has offered nothing—nothing but
excommunication, fagot fires, the rack,
contumely; anathema; she has been on
the side of the strong, and might has
been the only right for which she has
declared. Since under Constantine the
profession of Christianity became the
passport into office. She has buttressed
wrongs, defended slavery in every form,
and fettered the young limbs of the
gpirit of liberty, which she had sought
to stifle at its birth.

To science and the patient, truth-lov-
ing research of men she has been a men-

ace, and, declaring hersel! as having |

Divine authority, has lent the support

of her authority in favor of every ir-

rational, drivelling conceit and super-
stition that has fastened itself upon
men, and has been the last and most
hypoeritical in her recession from such
a position. It wae under her wise and
loving guidance that over nine million
human beings were destroyed as witches.

But these abominafions which the his-
tory of the Christiap Church discloses:we
are willing to pass over as belonging
to the dead past; let us leave it~ to
bury its dead. What has she now to
win the love and respect of these men
we are describing, these skeptics, who
know that she has changed, but who calim
that she has made no concession that has
not been wrung from her, no alteration
or modification of character or creed that
has not been forced upon her, in sheer
defence of her life.

‘What does she now offer as cardinal
doctrines, upon the acceptance of which
depends the salvation of men, and the
teaching and defenice of which is her only
excuse for continuance.

For our worship she teaches a trinity
of persons, and hedge how she will, it
is the teaching of a plurality of Gods,
which is the same in effect as the teach-
ing of no God.

Of the three Gods she says they "are
of “equal substance, power and glory,”
that indeed the three are ome; but she
assigns to each of the three, a sphere
of operation never assigned to either of
the eothers. Thus to the Father she as-
signe the work of creation. She does not
teach that either the Son or the Holy
Spirit are creators, and to the Son she
ascribes the work of redemption. . She
does not teach that either! the Father
or the Holy Spirit redeemed man; and
to the Holy Spirit she indefinitely as-
cribes & work of brooding over men, in-
spiring and sanctifying them. 3

And though these three are only one
substance, power and glory, the glory
of the Father alone was so august. as
to be cdutraged by man’s partaking of
the Edenic fruit, and when the Father
would have consigned all mankind to
hell for this offence the Son, for the

lory of the Father, and to maintain
%is invariable standard of justice, of-
fered Himself, who was equal and in-
deed the same as the Father, as a sub-
stitute for man; butunone offered him-
self, as such a substitute to maintain
the glory, dignity and justice of the Son.
But still, as the church teaches, there
was no transference of the actual guilt
of man the Son of God. So salva-
tion, as she teaches, is not salvation
from sin, but from the wrath of
Yet she teaches that this wrath was ap-
peased, and that God accepted the sa-
crifice of His Son as a full and sufficient
ransem of man. Still she teaches of the
‘Son as having ascended into heaven to
intercede for man to' what? To inter-
cede and intercept the wrath of God as
it would still descend upott man, notwith-
standing the sacrifice on Calvary; to
point to the wounds in his hands and
side, as if it were necessary to remind
the Fathér that the debt for which He
would punish man had indeed been paid,

There is more which the sceptic finds
equally barbarous and revolting. Do
yeu think he can worship what he finds
beneath his own attainments and so far
bemeath his ideals? Do you think it suf-

ds | ficient in answer to his question to say

that these things are mysteries? He is
already aware of that; and if this and
the eystem of doctrines growing out of
i is all that he knows of Christianity,
can you wonder that he rejects it, find-
ing in what claims to be the Christian
religion :

NoO knowledge of God, but what is er-
roneous. 1

No knowledge~of the Lord.

No knowledge of the Holy Spirit, hence

No kmnowledge of the Divine Trinity,

No knowledge of the sanctity of the
word.

No

No

No

No

knowledge of redemption.
knowledge of faith
knowledge of charity
knowledge of free will.

No knowledge of repentance.

No knowledge of the remission of sins.
hence no knowledge of conversion.

No knowledge of regemeration.

No knowledge of impntation.

No knowledge of heaven and hell.

No knowledge of the state of man after
death.

INO knowledge of salvation and eternal
life.

No knowledge of baptism.

No knowledge of the Holy supper.

No kmowledge of the law but what is
erroneous.

No knowledge of the Gospel but what
is erroneous.

But this system is but the carcase of
a dead church around which the eagles
are gathered. Its doctrines are against
the sacred scriptures as they are con-
trary to enlightemed reason; but that
there §8 in the true Christianity which
exists at this day a system of doctrines
agreeing with both we are prepared to
show in the lecture to follow. &

Grandpop and Israel.

“Ya-as, 1srul, boys that don't study
allus come t' some bad end,” said
Grandpop Ketchum, as he removed the
handkerchief from his face and gazed
at the ceiling, after his afternoon nap
gin the sofa. “Thar wuz Jabez Powers.

e an’ I wuz boys together. I allus
uster go ¢’ school -an’ stan’ at th’ head
uv my class; but Sabez had th’ reg’lar
ole 8atan in him, an’ uster play hookey
an’ go huntin’ an’ fishin’; an’ w'en his
father thought he wuz abed, an’ mos'ly
win, teo; an’ Sundays he'd walk right
by th’ church with his hat en th’ back
uv his head, whis'lin’ an’ smekin’ a big
black cigar. He wuz a bad boy; an’
finally he run fer constable on th’ saloon
ticket an’ got ’lected, too. I wuz th’
candidate agin him. An’ he kep’ gittin’
wuss, an’ got ‘lected t' th’ legislatur’,
an’ after that t’ Congress, whar he wz
so sassy an’ impident he got t’be
Speaker, an’ fin’'ly he ended up by bein’
a United States
how he endid, Isrul. Jes’ see the sin-

iner’s end. He drapped dead right on
th’ street, fer lack uv breath, an’ only
eighty-four years old at th’ time.

““Take warnin’, Isrul, an’ jes’ ste
over t’ th’ grocer’s an’ ask him if he'll

spiritual world: of spiritual beings, and

trust yer poor ole gran’pop fer a o'
terbacker.'~Judgs. plug

in what you call spiritual things.

Sv;“wn But jes' see |

esp—

PARLAMENTARY

SOMB SINGULAR AND HUMOROUS

. MISTAKES.

The Telegraph Often More to Blame Than
Spoiled in

the grap Bant
Transmission—The Difficulty of Hear-

ing Sometimes to Blame—How Vener-

ated Was Turned Inte Violated

An amusing article under this heading
for

d | March. Some of the errors are old and and indignant constituents demanded an

appears in Macmillan’s Magazine

oft-quoted, but many are unew, and the

article is brightly written, Quotations |local paper;
John

are often sadly mangled. Mr.
Bright once guoted the lines from Mil-
ton i

“I argue not
Against Heaven’s hand or will, nor bate

a jot ¥
Of heart or hope; but still bear up and
steer |
Right onward.”
The reporter was not familiar with the
passage, and having ‘sa idea that Mr.
Bright was quoting poetry, he turned it
into prose, in the third person, as fol-
lows: ‘“He would not argue against

the hand or will of heaven, nor would he
bate a jot of heart or hope

a reporter who was brought into the
Gallery one night on trial: ‘“The hon-

orable gentleman concluded by declaring
that kind hearts were far more than

coronets, and eimple iaith much better
than Norman blood.”

not been seen in the gallery since. The

famous saying of Drummond, the Irish

Under-Secretary.

y, ‘““Property has ite dut-
ies as well as i{s

it fights.” “Great is Diana of the

Ephesians !” once exclaimed Sir William

Harcourt in the course of a terrific on-
slaught on Mr. Chamberlain; but a pro-
vincial paper improved the
this novel fashion: ‘“‘Great Dinah, what
a farce this is!” Perhaps there
more in that rendering than met the
eye; but il the editor was not cynically
expressing his own convictionsy it is pro-
bably to the telegraph and not to -the
re%orter that the credit of that joke
id due,

TELEGRAPHIC BLUNDERS.

Indeed the telegraph has indulged in
many witticisms at the expense of the
members of both Houses of Parliament.

It has transformed a classical allusion

to “Cato and Brutus” into “Cats and
Brutes;” the celebrated phrase used by

the late Mr. W. E. Forster, in a speech
on his Trish policy,  ‘mauvais sujets’ and

village ruffians” into ‘“wandering sav-
ages and village ruifians;” “tried in the

balance and found wanting” into ‘“tried in

the balance and found pantin‘g;" “the cow
was cut into halves” inte ‘‘the cow was
cut into calves;” and ‘“the militia is a
great constitutional force” . into ‘*‘the
militia is & great constitutional farce.”

Indeed, when one thinks of the number
oi stages ‘through which the report of

a Parliamentary speech has to pass from
the time the words leave ths lips of the
speaker| until they appear in print in
the morning paper, the wonder is that
the report so often escapes without any
distortion of meaning in the process. Dr.
Magee, the late Archbishop of York, was
onee: reported to have said in\the House
of Lo that ‘“‘drunkenness is ‘jolly.””
Though no correction appeared, it may
be safely assumed that what his Grace
said wpae, ‘“‘drunkenness is ‘folly.”” On
another occasion he was represented as
heving applied the uncomplimentary #pi-
thets “hardened and insolent” to advo-
cates of teetotalism. The indignant let-
ters which, in thie instance, the speaker
received from some teetotallers led him
to explain publicly that he had used
the words “ardent and excellent,” and
not “hardened and insolent.” Here is
another extract from a reported speech
of his: ‘“There is nothing ascertainable
The
Postoffice telegraph, which - best inter-
prets’ this age, tells you the most you
can come to in that line of thought.”
Readers were naturally mystitied by this

extraordinary allusion to the Postoffice.

telegraph, till they were informed next
day that # was the Poet Laureate -to
whom his Grace had referred. Curiously
enough, it was established beyond all
doubt that this prank was played in the
Postoffice itself.

BANTER SPOILED.

in &
mem
of the provincial papers, urged its ac-

ceptance on the House in order to put

a stop to the practice of ‘ ‘shaving’
factory boys to death.” During the
last Parliament, Mr. Gladstone indugled

one evening in some genial bantering of

Lord Hartington, and the following ap-

peared in one of .the provineial reports
“Such is the modesty of

of the speech:
my noble friend that he ‘shaves’ his head.
But I must insist upon placing tpon his

head the crown which he is entitled to
v_vear.". A reference to the report, pub-
lished in the London journals, shows that

Lord Hartington did not “shave” his
head, but ouly ‘““‘shook” it. Telegraphic
humor is not, however, always uncon~
scious or unintentional. There is a well-

authenticated story current in the Rey
porters’ Gallery of a strange freak of

a, telegraphie-clerk in the transmission

of the report of a Parliamentary speech

by Mr., Forster to, a daily paper in Brad-
ford. The subject of
education; the word ‘‘children” wase fre-
quently used, and, for the sake of brev-
ity, the clerk substituted ‘kids,” trust-
ing that the alteration would be correct-

ed by the operator at the other end of

the wire., The inesscge, however, was

not omly written, but printed just as

it was trapsmitted. Imagine the faces
of the right hon. gentleman’s constitu-

ents when they read ‘next morning: ‘*“You

know of Wordsworth’s profound saying,
“The “kid” is father to the man.’
not dwell on the vital importance to

the community of imparting a sound
moral and secular education to ‘kids’ in

their impressionable years. It is for the

‘kids’ that this bill is introduced, and

asking the House to remember that the
‘kids’ of thie generation will be the
fathers and mothers of the next I con-
dently appeal to it to support our pro-
posals.” f

COMIC ERRORS.

““These are all ‘iriends,’

citing the names oi mauy authorities in
support of the views he was laying be-

REPORTING

. ~He would
still bear up and steer right onward.”
Still more amusing was the rendering '
jven to tbhe two well-known lines from

nnyson’s ‘““Lady Clara Vere de Vere” by

That reporter has
rights,” has been given

as “Prosperity has its duties for which

uotation in

was

iScussion on a Factory Bill, one
, according to a report in. one

the speech was

I need

well-known
‘friends,’ ” exclaimed Mr. Cobden, after | pa, gage they can hold for my

!te’legnph wires, or to the carelessuess
! or stupidity of the telezraph-clerks, the
compositors or the proof-readers. But
there are many blunders equally amus-
ing to be laid at the doors of the re-
porters. Most of them, however, are
due to the difficutly of hearing in the
Reporters’ Galleriecs of both Houses of
| Parliament. The late Earl of Carnarvon
‘was credited with having said, “In these
days clergymen are expected to have the
wisdom and learning of a journeyman
tailor,” instead of ‘“the wisdom and
learning of Jeremy Taylor.” ‘Per-
sonally he ‘violated’ the Lord’s Day as
much as any member of the House,” as-
serted a member for Leicester in the
ilocal paper; but when some scandalized

[explanation it' turned out that ‘venerat-
but when some scandalised
indignant constituents demanded anex-
ed’ was the word he had used. The fol-
lowing sentence appeared in a despatch
that was read in the House during the
Crimean War: “Our troops had marched
across Belbec and drawn up in iront of
the North ports.” It appeared in some
of the newspapers as: ‘““‘Our troops had
marched across the Baltic and drawn
up in front of the North Foreland.”

-~
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FOREIGN FUNNYISNS.

Clippings From the Eurepean Caﬁln—
The First Lot are French.

At the main office of the Transatlan-
tic Company, amid the joyful crowd
gathered around the telegraph board,
a gentleman gives way to a violent
Earoxysm of grief. Somebody touches

im on the shoulder and gayly ex-
claims:

“It's all right ; the Gasgogne is safe.
Don’t you see the telegram ?

-(Yes.n ¥ '

“Well, then, what's the matter 2"’

The gentleman, in mornful tunes :
“My mother-in-law was on board!”

g

A bhard-up clubman, to ene of his
friends: ;

“Say, you might lend me ad trifle, oh
man.”

How much do you want?"’

¢ leave it to your generosity.”
“'Oh,then, I haven't gos enough about
me.ll .

They are going to be marriedin a
day or two.

She—And you won’t regret your
bachelor’s life ?

He—Oh, my darling, if you knew
how bad restaurant cooking is you
v!onldn’t ask me that.

Mrs. Bulotte (in the middle of the lake,
waving her arms frantically)—Alfred !
Alfred! the ice is cracking!

Alfred ’ﬁsktting away at the top of his
speed)—Thank you, mother-in-law.
Thank you ! 3

£ —

After the great success of “Camille”
a friend of Alaxandre Dumas, Sr., said
to him: “Sincerely, have you not col-
laborated with your son in the comedg ?
I can see your hand in it. What did
you do in it ?” -

And Dumas said calmly: “I? Why,
I made itall. Imade the author.”

—————
The Fortune Teller—You will be very
poor until you are 85 years old.
“And then ?”
“Then you will be used to it."

Too Late.

Train Robber—Do you mean to tell
me a man with a watch and chain like
that travels around with only three dol-
lars and twenty-three cents in his
pocket ? - Come, get out the rest !

Passenger—That's right ! I've been
in _f?:el:"y Jjack-pot since we left Chicago.
—Puek. ¥

A New Bond of Sympathy.

Freddy—Mamma, when are you go-
ing to let me wear lonf pants ?
Mrs. Bloomer — don’t know,
Frﬁddgdy (ruefullyy—~Well, 1
re ruefully) oll, I guess you
will know how I feel and want to wear
long pants, too,when you've %vorn knee-
pants as long as I have.

A Cheerful side.

He—When I was out west I saw a
man han; ;

She—Wasn't it a terrible sight ?

He—Idon’t know. He used to be a
gripman on a cable car.

At Delmonico’s.
Alberta—I believe you call yourself
an advanced woman, dear ?
Alberta—Yes, love.
Alberta (sweetly)—Then you may tip
| the waiter, dear.

2 Tender; at Least.

“Now will you be good ?” demanded
the cannibal, as_he rained blows upon
his victim. “

It seemed very likely, if there was
any virtue in pounding before cooking.

Easy to Learm.

“] cannot tell a lie, father.”

“Do you mean it, my boy?*

“On the dead.” :

“Then take this income-tax blank
and practice.” -

Got te Come.

Inspector (looking at his watch)—It is
time to close the polls. ; :

Judge (of election)— Wait a bit. Two
of the lady voters haven't been back
yet to change their ballots.

The Impressionist Artisi.

but what is the subject ?” :

“Eh? Ha-ha! Well, really I don't
know. It’s an effort two years old, and
my memory's 5o bad that I've quite for-
gotten what I intended it for.” —Judy.

A Regular Saap.

“Why, hullo, ranter! You stopping
here ?” sald Wilkins, meeting the actor
in ‘ﬂ'lx? lobby of an expensive hotel.

‘Yes.”

ood. I didn't
a high-priced

“Business must be
know you could affor
hotel like this.”

“I can't, but, you see, I haven’t an

: un?ai
bills. so they’re holding me. It’'s a
regular snap.’ —Harper's Bazar.

fore the House: ‘““They are all ‘fiends,’ 33

well-known “iends,’”’ said & newspaper

for him. One of the Bishops in the
House of Lords was represented as hav-

ing spoken of the ‘iniquities’ instead of
the ‘antiquities’ of an old church. “My
Lords,” remarked aonther prelate, “we

take these children out of the streets;
we watch over them, we clothe them,

and we tend them;” but his words were
read, “we ‘wash’ them, we clothe them,”
In an Irish report of a debate in
the Housé of Lords, after the execution

ete.

of Allen, Larkin and O’Brien at Man-

chester in 1867, the Earl of Mayo was
reported to have ‘“condemned the Fen-
sanctimoni-
conse-
1anZry amaz:ment was
paturally aroused in Ireland. But next
May” came the correction; his Lordship
“the Fenian processions
An Irish mem-
ber, describing one of the processions
to the House, was represented as hav-
ingl said:- ““The people renq the air with
; These witticisms
may be attributed ta the antica of the

ian  execytions
ous murder,”
quence much

as

and in

had condemued
as sanctioning murder.”

ten thousand ‘snouts.’ ”’

The Movement of Jokes.

The curious wgy im which newspaper
jodes moye around in cycles, disappear-
ing for a time and then reappearing as
oviginal, has more than once been com-
mented upon. Once in a while a sirhilar
tondency is noted 4h the short stories of
the day. For instance: In May, 1893,
{ke St .James’ Gazette of London print-
ed such a story under the title “A Fair
Confederate.” The Evening Post oopled'
this story, crediting it to the Bt. James
Gazette, a few weeks later.
slumbered awhile, was brought out with
other stories in book form, and last
month appeared, somewhat abridged
u«nd under a new title, in the San ¥-~-.
cisco Argonut. The New York Tribune
of January 20 copied it, crediting it to
the Argonaut, and yesterday it appear-
¢d in the New York Sun. To make the
cycle complete it should now reappear
in the St. James' Gazette.—New York
Post.

-

“Qh, it's beautiful exceedingly ; but— -

Then it |

ESE.

PRINCESSES, WARRIORS AND DEMONS
. GIVEN TO THE LOUVRE.

The Natives Think They are Real-g
Wily Medicine Man Makes Them Peps
form Strange Things Behind a ieru‘:. 3
Lay Figures That Talk.

An express waggon the other day,
Jolting over the mounds of mndd;t:
snow, carried from the Lyons aumo."
to the Louvre in Paris a queer medley

'of strange gods, princesfes, warrlors

and demons. There were about 50 of
(them, all told, squeezed into a box ef
j8cented exotic wood—poor fantastic he«
roes that had been exiled from ths
island of Java. g

de Marine, these mighty legendary pers
sonages were transformed into curious
r_narlonetteb, their grotesque appears
ance calling forth a pitying smile frog =
the passer by. They had lost theis
divinity in leaving the far-away easts
ern sun, On their native soil, on the
mimie stage of their bamboo theatres,
they had received the adulation of &
worshipful race ; for days the country
people hung entranced on the recital of
their adventures ; they wept with the
unfortunate Madja Pahit and her coms
panion, Argalaiya, so deliciously pretty,
with her long black eyes;and her smile
ing little mouth, just revealing hex:
golden- teeth ; they shivered with de«
light as. they heard the sweet words
which Manak Ing’ga, the Balembangan .
chief, addressed to Dencar Voulan
(Light of the Moon); they were excited
over the great strength of handsome
Antaradja ; they cursed the awful troop
of demons led by Satan. »
No people in the world are so fond
of the theatre as the Javanese. A tree
or a boat clumsily cut out of buff
hide is a sufficient stage setting for
forest or the sea, and their childlik
nature cannot comprehend the fi
that it is the Dalang behind the trestles
work who moves the jointed arms and
limbs of their heroces and who puty
noble words into their motionless lip
This Dalang is the proprietor of
troupe and the organizer of these sp
tacles, which are called Wayang.
is a curious character, a sort of n
jous Barnum, who is superstitiousl
venerated by the people. He is taugl
from his childhood to learn the hol}
and interminable epic poems of B
manic mythology, and the music wh
accompanies their recitations. He
called upon to bless the nrstobom,"g;
! citing religious poems over theizr h
The rich pay liberally for having
troupe of actors brought to their hom
when there is a wedding or a housiés
{warming. His presence is an assure
ance of future happiness and a pre
!ventive of illness. He is employed |

play in his own house for the peopls

|free of charge, and at times visits the
| palaces of the great chiefs, who' are
! only expected to remunerate him, whils
he amuses them with his actors, by
' giving him his lodging, his food and his
| quota of opium. These belong to

by divine right.

More than one trait in the Dalang
recalls the bards of the Middle Ages,
especially the fact that their memory
is stored with ancient traditions, vrhick
they sing as they wander around the
country. They know the countle
sacred and historical poems of Java
they link them together, enlarge O© :
{them and oftentimes the epic which
'they are representing becomes so lon
}md so eomplicated that the spec
lasts nine nights running witho
wearying the’ audience, and this withs
out rest on the part of the reciter, whe
directs the orchestra with one hal
jusing a wooden hammer, and moved
'his characters with the other: 4

1f, however, his memory fail him fo§
a moment, he extricates himself ind
geniously by an ::@:inm combat ai
simulates the: clashing of arms
striking an iron triangle with his foots
A true Wayang should always end
with a gory battle.

There are three different kinds
plays—the wWayang-Pourwa, the Way
ang-Gedog and the Wa.yang-x/aroetj
The two first named, the plots of W
wre borrowed from the remotest m
vlogy, are acted by silhouettes manip
ated behind a screen and lighted from
»ehind, after the fashion of our shadow
plays. The Wayang-Karoetjil plays
are acted by carved wooden dolls, tints
ed and dressed in brocades and Indis
stuffs. like the models recently placed
in the Louvre collection. .
Fach figure is modelled after a tra-
ditional type, as well known to-the
people of Java as Plerrot and Punch
are to us. A remarkable fact about
this type is zut. although it differs int
expression éccording to the characters,
it does not @iffer in construction. They
all have—with the exception of the fans
tagtic monstrosities—an angular face,
large, full eyes, a long, pointed nose
and thin lips, which in mo wise resems=
ble the thick-set features nor the dumpy)
figures of the inhabitants of Java.

In this dissimilarity cam be traced &
close connection between the populas
tion of the Sunda Islands and the primi=
tive races of India, a connection which
these religious marionettes make plaine
er to the present day student of races,
It is a very curious coincidence. A8
Jules Lefaivre, French Consul st Ba«

|tavia and the donor of the troupe

Javanese marionettes to the Louvre,
justly remarks : “If, on the one side,
the contorted and grimacing figure
Satan, the genius of evil, cingularly re=
sembles the model adopted by the ar.
tists of the Middle Ages to represent
the devil, the characteristic traits
the heroes of the Javanese theatre beak
a striking analogy to the characters rep<
resented on the most ancient Egyptiss

monuments.”

Where the Best Morses are Found.

The best driving and carriage hi
come, I think, from -Maine and V
mont, being tougher, as a rule, thast
the Kentucky horses, and no less intqﬁ'
ligent. High-steppers for the most 4
are natives of . Maine or of Canads
Western horses, especially those 4
Indiana, Iowa and Ohio, are corm
and soft, and they often lack
« quality ” which the Kentucky h
derive from the thoroughbred strain
their blood. The best hunters—perh#r
the best *“ combination ” saddile
pharness horses—ocome from the Genesef
valley, where there is a great deal
good blood and where real tox-hunding
is pursued, 5

Big Bells of Eurepe.

‘Among the big bells of FEuvepe are
the famous Suzanne of Erfurt, 10% fte
high and 8% ft. in diameter, ‘cast in 1497,
which weighs about 30,000 ib; one &t
Olmutz, cast in 1711, which weighs 40,
000 Ib ; another at Vienna, some 450 1,
less, and that in the Cathedral of Pui:
38,000 bs. The biggest bell in Englan
is said to be “ Great Paul,” cast for 8%
Paul’s Cathedral. About 20 tons of
metal were used to cast the bell,
welghs about 80,200 Iba,

Inclosed in a glass case in the Muses
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