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CHAPTER IV

CHICKASAW BAYOU

FOR ages and ages, water, ceaselessly streaming, ceaselessly
seeping, through and over the calcareous silt, had furrowed the
region until now there was a medley and labyrinth of narrowravmes and knife-blade ridges. Where the low gro^ o^nXuT

rt was apparently only that they might accommodate CS, orsome extension of a bayou. caUed by courtesy a lake. Along these the^ "In ?'^^t^?'''^? ^~°^ ^' ^"^ ^°^ ^'^ ^nd trees and
trees, all draped with Spanish moss. It had been a rainy winter*wmter of broken banks and slow, flooding waters. Sloughs strayidthrough the forest; therewasblack mirearound cypressandmaSand oak. The growth in the ravines was dense.X upon theSgSonly less so From Vicksburg, northward ior several miles^fScleanng had recently been made. Here, from the UppeTKriSabove the town to Haynes Bluflf on the Yazoo, stret(£S greySworks, connected by rifle-pits. ^ ^
Chickasaw Bayou, sullen and swollen, curved away from the

Stw"-5i''??'?P°"°''^^'' Ontheother sideof cSsaw!
^ounH ""1 °^ 'V^°.°^ ^ ^^^""'^ ^^'' '^^'^ was shaking

SrTM^r/wfV^V°^^"°' ^"^^y overgrown, and diffi-cult. This stretched to the Yazoo.
Down the Mississippi from Memphis came Sherman with thirtythousand b ue mfantry. They came in transports, in four'floSS^and m front went Porter's Gunboat Squadron G;ant had plannSthe campaign. With the forces which had been occupying south^

ri? ^"TT'''
^'

STi5'^
^^^ "' 0^°^<J- He woul^opiSe byland, overwhelming or holding in check Pemberton's eighteen thou^sand a Grenada. In the mean time Sherman. descendL the SS-

sissippi to the mouth of the Yazoo, some miles abovevSrg^d
far to the northward of the doomed town; -ascend the Ya^disembark the thirty thousand, and with a sudden push take\S


