
Penny of Top HiU Trail

caught.' To use her own words, ' she wasn't

going to let a grand man like him wish him-

self on such as me.* I felt, then, that thief or

no thief, she was the real thing. I only knew
one way to get her release and I was rather

keen for adventure. We exchanged dress

skirts, shoes, hats and coats. I gave her some

money, the key to my hotel room, trunk and

suit-case and told her to take the next train

out while the going was good, and not to show

up at the hotel until the night clerk, who had

not seen me, came on. I also gave her a

letter to some good friends of mine in a town

farther west. I knew they would be kind

to her, ask no questions and let her stay until

she was squared about.

" It was done on an impulse— in a flash

— one of those kaleidoscopic impulses we
have, but back of it was the wish to help some

one, and the curiosity to see if her love, aided

by the opportunity, would suffice to reform

the kind of girl she was supposed to be.

" She left the jail in my outer clothes, and

273


