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of their own country. It was proper to avoid all liarfti difcuflions with
America, and to lay the foundations of an afFedion and unity which
would terminate in a grand commercial intercourfe, and in a com-
munication of mutual greatnefs and felicity, which might endure for
ages to come. The retention of the forts in the back country would
be attended with an enormous expenfe to no purpofe, and would infall-
ibly lay the foundation of new quarrels with America. It was alleged
that the whole province of Qiiebec was no objed for the continuation
of any war, much lefs fuch a one as we had been engaged in : the value
of the goods imporced from it was only about ^50,000 a-year, wliilc
thc gov.'rnment of it in fix years had colt almoft fix millions. But the
trade ot the province was not given away : ii was only divided in a man-
ner advantageous to Britain. Rivallhip would advance the fpirit ofcommerce, which monopoly never can do *

: and it muft be remem-
bered that the fur of the beaver is vaftly more valuable in the north-
ern than in the louthern, parts of the country. It was alleged, that the
exclufion of the Americans from the Newfoundland fifhery muft be
anendlefsfourceotanimofity and contention, and was in fad impof-
fible to be accomphfhed There are two feafons for the Newfoundland
fifhery The firft m iebruary. which is lefs important, muft be aban-doned to the Americans

; for no ftaips from Europe can be there fo
early

f. And as to the fecond, and more important, filTicry in May and
June It cou d not be refufed to the Americans, who had formerly en-joyed It, without indicating the moft rooted hoftility to them ; and for
a hberty of fo litt e importance to Great Britain, it would be moft ab-furd to lacnfice all our hopes of the benefits to be derived from the
friendft.p of America t As to the independence of America, whichlome had demed the power ot parliament to alienate, it was obferved
that nothing was given to the Americans by the treaty, but what thevhad already enjoyed for feveral years.

^
The ceftion of Weft Florida, already in the pofleflion of Spain andhe refignation of £aft F orida, were juftified by the neceflity of aftairsand the apprchenlion of contefts with America upon their accoun ifwe retained them

:
and it was afterted. that they 4re fully JonWied by die reftoration of the Bahama illands.

^ ""puilat

• But the monapoly of on^' n:itii>'.i a'.-aiii,l ai>
other, if fuch may I,;? o;,lle,l a niui...polv, Is very
ditferent froin the nu.iiopuly „f luaiviaiialb or ev.
diilive compuiiks ..gal,ill a wiiule ii:iiioii, of which
they ei>:;:litii!e but a miir.ilc irut.

f But, gMi-.tliig ih.a (hl[)s from Europe cannor
he mere lu time, ure nut the people of N'ova dcoiii
Itill nearer tliaji ihole of t!ic UiiitcJ lUte:- ?

X Does i.ot the fiiiu; .ir.r-.micnt liohl jroo.i for
jTrav.ti.,n them every inhtr'privil.ge which they
toiinerly enjoyed as B.ltllh fiibjerts > It is curlons

to obferve, how very oppofitely the value of our
foreign polfeffions and rtlherles has been ellimatej
aceoiduy to the cireumlbinees of the time-- Ths
great earl of Chatham had a very different opfnioi)
of the Newfoundland Ji;htrv, when he allcrttd,
that the exclMlve rlgl,t to it was an objed wortliv
of bcnig contelled by the extieniities of uar.-I.
.And the now./lighud prowncc of Qntb.c w i.
iruhipet.J foiiji as of il,e >;reatc.l vah.e and in-

-

portancc in the precedi.i^j war.


