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'^Ideo erso erraverunt a ventre, quia locuti sunt falsa ^ An potnis uleo

locuti sunt falsa, quia orravc, unt a vontro ? Jn ventre <iu.ppc Ecclesia. Veri as

manet Quisquis ab lioc ventre Ecclesia? scparatns tuent, necesse est ut lalsa

loquatnr. Necesse est inquani ut falsa loquatur. Quia aut concipi noluit aut

(Uieni conceptum mater excussit."
i i- i

'"

Did thev therefore, go astray from the womb because they spoke false

things^ Ur rather, have they not spoken false things because they went

as rav from the womb? For it is in the womb of the Church that iruth re-

mainoth Whosoever is sei.arated from this womb of the L hurch must neces-

sarily sneak false things. J repeat he must, of necessity, speak what is^lalse.

For either he would not be conceived, or if conceived, was cast out by the

Mother."

(13.) The cry that the Churcli has fallen away, has been corrupted,

taught idolatry, and that, therefore, the Gates of Hell have prevailed

against her, is common to all the opponents of the Catholic Church. A

siaiilar cry was raised fourteen hundred years ago by her enemies of

ihat day, and it was met by St. Augustine in language (the most severe,

perhaps, that is to be found in any part of his numerous writings.) which

shows with what horror he regarded the Blasphemy which it involves :—

In his comment <ni the ci. Psalm, 23 v. When the people assemble to-

getlier and Kings to sci've the Lard, he writes :—

" In conveniendo populos in unum, ct regna ut serviant Domino. Sed, ilia

Ecclesia quia fuit onmium gentium, jam non est :
periit. Hoc d.cunt cp.i m

ilia non sunt. <) impudentem vocem ! Ilia non est, quia tu m ilhi nones {

Vide no tu ideo nun sis; nan. ilia erit, etsi tu non sis. Ilane vocem abcmnua-

bilem ct <letestabilem, prosinniitionis et falsitatis plenam, nulla ventate sutlul-

tan) nulhi sai.ientia illumiiintani, nullo sale conditam, vanamt lenieranam,

imeciDitem, perniciosain, pru' vidit Spiritus. 1 )ei, et tamiuam contra dliis cum

annunciaret Unitatom : J>i couveniemlo populos tii umm,^ i^o., (pu.iuam qiu-

dam dicturi erant contra : Fuit et non c^i—txiguiMcm, m<init duvum mco-

rum onmiucia viihi. Quid est .)U0<1 nescio tpii recedentes a lue, inumunant

cmtra uw i Quid est (piod perditi me periisse contcndunt* terte enim

hocdicunt <iuia fui et nt)n sum. Anuiuicin mlhi crh/mtafcin du'rum meo-

rtim Non a te (uuero illos dies a>tenu.s. illi sine line sunt uhi ero
:

non

iiwos qua'ro. T.-miMTMhs quuT..; teinporales dies milii iuuiuncia KrH/ui-

. tatfin dierum meorum, non a'tmiitateni nuncia mdii. tiuamdni ero in isto

sa-Huilo, annnncia mild pr-.pter iiU.s (pii dicnnf. Fuit et Jam non est. 1 rop-

ier illos (lui dicunt, imiiletie sunt scrii.tura-, credidernnt ..'imies gentes, seU

.\l.(.statavil et iieriit Ecclesia do omniluw gentibus. Quid est hoc :
h.n;/>'ita-

tcm ilierom niiovum ,n,,niHcia nn/il ? Et annunciavit, nee vacua tuit vox ista.

Quis annunciavit mihi nisi ipsa Via? Quoniodo annunciavit? hcce ego vo-

OiHCiimK'iiii iiKi/'h 11(1 coiimitiuiiiilloitcin fKrcnli.^^

" In the assembling of the peoide in one, and Kingdoms to servo tlio l.orU.

But, that Ciiurdi wiiidi was the riiurcli nf all Nations, exists no hniger. Wio

has perislied. Tiiis is sai.l by Hioso wlin are not in her. O impudent cry !

She exists not. because you do not belong to lier. Take care that lor that very

reason you have imt lo"st your own existence; for she will exist, thi)iigh yon

d(. not.' Tills abominal.le'and detestable cry, full of presuini)1ion and deceit,

HUnnortcd bv no triitli. onligiitened bv no wisdom, seasoned by n<. salt
:
tbm

vain, rasli, headlong and pernicious cry tiie Spirit of (Jod foresaw, when, as il

aKuinst those who use it, ho proclaimed hor L'nitv, saying :
/" as^elMbling tlio

people in on.', and Kingdoms to serve tiie Lor.l. Uecause some m alter tinioH

were to say against her, S/w mm; but o/tc «»« /«//f/fr, therefore, siio said:

(in the prophetic words of the rsahnist)«/(y(0 me tlic/cirncss of my d<i!/it. W hy


