
m 216 on THE DiJSOLUTioN 07 THE World.

fii'

»

from its bed, anJ to fwell around them ; when encoiri

pasHCil with univcrfal desolation', no iricnd could aiii a

nothcr j no profptdt of tfcapc appeared ; no plate o;

refuge remained ; how fimilar were i\nh fi:en<.*8 oi . c

tru£lion to tl»e terrors of the laft day ? What h.^iiai

fciifitions of dnad, and r-imorfe, and too lace rcpjiif.t c

liiiift they have ex< itcd among the guilty und prolanv.
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To fuc:: fo iniil.i'lc coiivulfions oi niiiurc-, we, in tlicsi
earthly ti

happy iflands through the bleifing oi Heaven, are ftr.n
'op^"^

g. V, ; ind ftrang<Ts to them ni iy we long continu. ceptible c

JBu uowcver we m.jy cfc^pr p:*rii d ruins of the globe whicli.W2

in its general and fi ial ruin, wc dfo mnft tc involved Capable (

To u- mud come at laft that .twiul d^y, when the lui
i^^'^r<^

»
•

shall for the -aft time ai ife, to perform his com lui'ini ^^^^ ^"^

circuit round the world. Th.ry how 'olvit, whom tlu
f^spetrab

day ^ih dl fin^ employed in rciigious a£ls, or virtuou p^rilj^^blc

deeds i in the confcientioui difeharge of the duties o

iife ; it' the excrcife of due preparation for the coiiclu

(i >n ofluimm things, and for appeariiig before the grta

Ju ige of the world ! i-ict us now
, III. Contemplate the foul of man, as remaining un

hurt in the midil of this general dcfol.ition, when th
Jody and

whole animal creation perifhes, and the whole franieo '.^ ^^ "^*

nature falls into ruins What a high idea does this pie "*^ fyften

fent, of the dignity pertaining to the rational fpirit V^^Y> "^^

The world may fall back into chaos; but, fuperioi ti

our origin

matter, and independent of all the changes of materia '^'"X ^ " '

things, the foul continues the fane. When the iKavni v*
pafs tway with a great noise, and theelem«nls melt wit thcintrod

fervent heat, the foul of man. ftamped for immort liiti
jovernme

retains its ftate unimpaired ; ajui is eapabl of llvuriihin 5^°^ *or i

in uadecaying youth and vigor. Very diiFtrent indvO ightcousi

the c»^d ition of human f^irits is to be, accor<iing i

^things

their different qualities have marked, and prepared t^ '^^ ^"^ ^

for ',difFcrent future manfions. But for futurity, th(
dieted the

are all deftined. li.xiftence, ftill, is tiieirs. The cjp jetn empl

city ci pevinanent f-ii' ity tht-y ail pofTess j and, if tiitf^^^ons w
enjoy t not, it is owing to tiieiiiielvcs»-

and immt
cultivate "^

self rftim

be whc
"cnfuality


