
IM THE FRENCH-CANADIAN PEASANTRY

many of them can produce a cheap East Indian shawl, which is care-

fully laid away at other times. The children arc tlressed somewhat like

the parents.

This remark 'He conservatism in dress was originally due to the

influence of the popular leaders, spiritual and temporal. Aware that the

peasant's taste naturally ran toward display, regardless of expense, they

felt it was wisest to recommend the use of articles solid and useful. This

economical disposition has done a great deal to promote the success of

the people as colonists. They were .strongly urged to raise from the soil

all required for their sustenance, to make their own clothing and tools as

well, that they might become independent of outsiders, especially of the

English, their old-time natural enemy. They were also stimulated to

spread, multiply, and take possession of the land

—

limparons-uous dii sol

was the watch-word— in order to become a power in North America.

Well-meant and sensible as was such counsel, it might not have been so

generally followed had the peasant had opportunities of seeing the outside

world and noting the different styles prevailing in domestic and other

matters. But communication with cities and towns was diflficult and

expensive till a few years ago. Since, however, they have had this want
supplied, and been enabled to see so many pictures of the large stirring

cities, their humors, fashions, and prevalent spirit, that it is impossible to

confine them within the old grooves of habit or oblige them to follow with

anything like fidelity the former ideals set up for their guidance. Some
of them now discard homespun for garments of modern make, build them-

selves better houses, which they furnish with some luxury, keep servants

and carriages, and have more abundant niisine. In fact, of late many
show much weakness for personal display and extravagance. The clergy

essay, but in vain, to correct this disposition. It is said that they spend

ten times more on dress, carriages, and fast horses than the same class in

France. Formerly self-denial was their rule of action, backed by self-

reliance. The farm and household work was divided impartially among
the different members of the family, no outside aid being necessary.

Many a farmer has had to mortgage heavily his homestead, as the result

of his foolish disregard of the wise counsel of his chieftains.

They generally enjoy good health, vigor, and animal spirits. Many an

old man and woman can be found who have never spent a dollar for

medicine since their birth. Nearly all enjoy the social weed in the form

of smoking ; chewing is rare. And their smoking seems seldom hurtful

with their steady nerves and simple habits. The race is, generally speak-

ing, temperate; of course, with many, an occasional drink of whisky or
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