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Our army, ignorant of the^ information accidentally
obtamed by the garrison, continued their march.
Dunng the night of the 27th and 28th it rained inces-
santlj^ The heavens appeared to contend against
us. The thunder and lightning, very rare at this
season, seemed to be the forerunner of the' shock to
which our forces were about to be exposed. The
ram falling in torrents, and the roads rendered im-
practicable by the melting of the snow, prevented
their marching in good order. General De Bourff-
amarque, second in command,' at the head of the
leading battalions, came in sight of the enemy before
tormmg his men. The enemy's artillery lost no time
in opening a destructive fire upon them, which placed
many hors de combat. The General was wounded
and forced to retire. The main body of our troops,
marines and mihtia, better acquainted with the roads
arrived in time to support a regiment, which was near
being cut to pieces, rather than retreat. The action
then became most furious and general. The En-
ghsh having had the choice of position, possessed
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advantage. Our army did not expect

to find their foes drawn up in order of battle ; thev
were consequently compelled to halt, and not finding
the ground suitable for extending their lines, the first
divisions had to bear the brunt of the fire. The main
struggle took p ace near Quebec, on a height opposite
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