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Sir,
' ;•->.

The government and cofrgtess have been quite at a

loss how to act in the present extraordinary and em-
barrassing situation oi their public atTairs, and ther
have not yet determined upon the measures which
they mean to pursue: but I think that I may ven-

ture to assure you that the course of conduct recom-
mended by the committee of the house of represen-

tatives, to which was referred the documents men-
tioned in the president's message to congress, will in

substance, at least, be adopted for the present, with
certain amendments, so as to give some time previous

to its going into operation. ^ > . lynn .tniovi^ovi J »

It is not, however, denied by those even who have
introduced this measure, that it is only of a tempor-
ary nature, and that the United States may be driven

to adopt a more decided course of conduct against

the belligerents before the present congress closes, or

at any rate soon after the meeting of the new legis-

lature, in consequence of the feelings and sentiments

of the eastera divisioQ of the United States, which
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