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nerally in gloomy groves, where fear creates

fpecStres and apparitions. Only a few per-

fons were initiated into thefe mylleries, and
intruded with the facred doclrines ; and even
thefe were not allowed to commit any thing

to writing upon this important fubjetl, left

their fecrets fhould fall into the hands of the

profane vulgar. The altars of a formidable

deity were Itained with the blood of human
victims, and enriched with the moft precious

fpoils of war. Though the dread of the ven-

geance of heaven was the only guard of thefe

treafures, they were always reverenced by a-

varice, which the druids had artfully reprcfs-

ed by the fundamental dodlrine of the efid-

Icfs tranfmigration of the foul. The chief au-

thority of government refided in the mini-

flers of that terrible religion j becaufe men
are more powerfully and more laftingly fway-

ed by opinion than by any other motive. The
education of youth was in their hands; and
the afcendency they afiumed at that period

remained through the reft of life. They Look

cognizance of all civil and criminal caufes,

and were as abfolute in their decifions on
Hate affairs as on the private differences be-

tween man and man. Whoever dared to re-

fifl their decrees, was not only excluded from
all participation in the divine myfteries, but

even from the fociety of men. It was ac-

counted a crime and a reproach to hold any

converfe


