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tjfienoe directed against His Supreme, Prieitl^ and ^gly authority 'm

Hit Church, an offence which, wherever it has ^n indulged and
<^0Bitnitted, has iuterfered so fetally with the rendering of undivided

homage by i1m Church, to Him who tsher headend Lord. '* Be
not ye called Rabbi : for one is your Master, even Christ ; and all ye,

are brethren. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased ; and

lis that shall humble himself shall be exalted." On one occasion, in

dw intercourse of Jesus with the twelve disciples, the desire of pre-

sminence of one man above his brethren in rank and dignity, as the

ofarseerofhisbrethren, showed itself in two of the number: and the

great love wherewith He loved them, and His desire for the purity apd
fety ofHis whole Church in every succeeding age, instead ofprevent?

pg Him from administering a rebuke of that Spirit which proceeded

Qt from Hun who called them, rendered His rebuke all the more sharp,

and effectuaL James and John, the sons of Zebedee, actuated by a
twofold ambition, prompted their mother to solicit from Christ, '* that

jby might sit, the one on the right hand, and the other oh the left, in

& Kingd(Hn." They imagined that their master had come to establidi

a worldly Kingdom, and through their mother, bespoke situations of pre-

einioence in it, that they might enjoy ease, wealth, and splendour*

This first ingredient in their offence niul reference to worldly ambition.

Bat they also Lnged for pre-eminence in office over their brethren

;

feeling assured, that if they could obtain seats, the one on Christ's right

hud and the other on His left, the others must necessarily be in sub-

qpdinate situations. These two ingredients constitute the very essence

aad the sin ofPrelacy in the Church of Christ First there is thrown
Itj Fatan intw the mind of a public servant of the Redeemer, and there

Mlertaiued and welcomed, a desire ofwealth and temporal greatness

—

wd then, because of the easy victory obtained by such smful desire

mwt the soul, there is almost inm;?diately after, the further desire cher-

itled and manifested, to acquire, by the help of the temporal greatness

10 linfuny widied to be possessed, a pre-eminence in office over his

Ivathnm m the MinistiT. Jesus, addressing the two ambitious asni-

rutts after prelacy, said, ** Ye kno!v not what ye ask. And when ui^
lM| heard it, they were moved with indignation asainst the.two bretb^

mu And Jesus called them unto Him, and said, ye know that tfn
Imoes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that i^f
itfat exercise authority upon them. But it shall not be so among you

:

iihiriMiiMiref will be neat among you, let him be your minister ; ahd
#iii#lilffw^. bi chijBf among you, let htm be your servant ; even at >

tliTtkli^irinMiGame not to be ministered unto, kit to minister, and to^

1^ Hiimb a ransom for many."

fThe flsnntial principles then, intended by the Redeemer, to {qlvai

ii plafi oil which Hia Church should be governed and His laws ad^-


