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by ourselves in the Legislature, and this, of course, includes both

Branches. Would Ireland or Scotland be represented in the

Britisu Parliament if she only sent members to the House of Com-
mons, and none to the House of Lords? Then Nova Scotia, which
has no representatives except false and sham ones, in the Senate,

is not represented in the Canadian Parliament, and therefore cannot

be taxed by that body. There is no principle of constitutional

law more clearly defined than that taxes, being the gift of the peo-

ple, no British subjects can be taxed by any Legislature in which
they are not represented. We, not being represented in the Im-
perial Legislature, cannot be taxed by them, and if we cannot be
taxed by them, a /oj'^i'ori, they cannot authorize any other body
to tax us. If the Imperial Legislature cunnot tax us themselves,

they cannot make a Legislature in Canada to tax us, without an
Act of our own Legislature authorizing them to do so. va lo ^.')*i:,'o

But we are told that the Queen always did appoint our Legis-

lative Council. This is true, and very unwise was it in the people

of Nova Scotia not )ong since, to have insisted on electing them.

Had they been elected we should have escaped many evils, and
probably there would have been men there who would have made
some resistance to Confederation. But bad as the old system was,

we had some control over the appointments, as the Executive Coun-
cd, who recommended them to the Queen, was responsible to the

House of Assembly The appointments also were made by the

Queen, and not by a subject, and if an improper person had been
recommended, we could obtain an inquiry into his character, if the

case were a flagrant one. So that we had some security against

the appointment of improper persons to legislate for us.
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? But what control would the people of this Province have over

the appointments of the Governor General, if we accepted confede-

ration ? Can we censure his conduct in the Canadian Parliament ?

He has a majority of 162 in one House, and 72 in the senate, for

they are all his nominees and creatures, and among them the very

men he has appointed to misrepresent us. The Legislature of

Nova Scotia might as well try to squirt back the falls of Niagara
with a fire engine, as to pass any resolutions condemnatory of his

appointments, for the worse they were for as the better for Canada.

"ir Can we carry our complaint to the Queen? It must pass

through the hands of the Governor General, who would probably ^
refuse to transmit it. But if he should graciously condescend to

transmit it, what reception will it meet with ? Her Majesty will "

call our attention to the B. N. A. Act, and remind us that we are

no longer her subjects, except through the medium of Canada, to

whom she has handed us over, and with the iron-heel of Canada on
our necks, being in torment, like Dives, we shall lift up our eyes

and see our former sovereign afar off, and she will say, as was said

to him, " between us and you, there is a great gulf fixed,"—the

Gulf of St. Lawrence, aind, though you cannot repose upon the


