
Tho diMtnni^t! I'roin Wiiinipr(,'nofi l^akc to I,iio lioiirlxin, by

tlin Mo!4My l't>rliiK<'< i" 1 niilivt and 1)4 cliiiin^, iind llii'diHi'ri'nri'

of li'vrl I I'l'cl ', (III' \Villlii|H';^'cHi<< Ix'iii^ lliut iiiiU'li hi^liiT lliilll

l,ni; Hoiirhon. 'I'lu- Siiskiilclicwnn \vn», liowcvcr, vi-rv low,

at llie tiinr ol tiiir visit, nnd it ix |)rol>iil>l<>, lliiit wlirn it i« iit

ilM usiml lii'ik;li< till- dilli'rcnt'i! of k'vid bolwccn tho two lakes

JM hill very sli^lll.

From Liic ilotirlion upwards for lOO miles, the SnHkiilciii'.

Willi prt'sciits III) iiiiliroUcn reach of niivij{al)le wi.ii'r. Above
Iliiit, 'lecoiiiils ililii'r IIS lo whelhi-r it ih iiiivik;iible or not, some
asserli'ii^' ihal it is loo iniieh embarrassed by nijiids and shoals,

and others ihal it liiiuhl be navii^iibh- for boats of lii;lit draiiuhl

and ^ri'ai power lo llie base of ilir Koi^ky Moiniliiins. Kroiii

what I have harneil, I incline to the Inticr opinion, but llic triilh

can only be ascertained by exaiiiinalioii. At all cvenl-i, from

the Ui'd Itiver Si'ttleincnl lo Oarllon House, followini; Lake
Uinnipci,', ihe Lilllc Saskalchi'Wan, Lakes \Vinnepci;i)os and
Miiniuaiba, l.ac liiairlmn and the (ireal S:iskalchewan River,

there is a iiavi(^able reacli of HOC) iiiihs, lirokeii only liy the

Mossy l'orlai;e. This one carryinj;; plane cannol be reckoned

II ^reat iinpediiiicnl in such a distance ; sleaiiicrs iiii^hl be

plaeed on Ihe w.iters (ai eillicr si<le, and a l;ind road iiiaih'

across il, ami this, I conceive, would be all Ihal could be dcsireil

until selllcineiil should have advanced so lar as to remicr a

more peifcel means of coiiimuniealion necessary.

From wliiit I have said, it will he seen that llic Lakes, nnd
Ihe country borderinfj on tho (iient Saskatchewan, are easy of

access.

In rc){.ird to the hicililics for coioinunicalion in the valley ol

Ihe .\ssiniboine, wheeled carriii;;es can alreaily In' driven over

the whole territory, liy the lines of roiile indicali'd on Ihe plan,

and il is only by such convcyaMces that sclllers will, in ihe llr-l

instance, be alilc lo supply ilii'ir waiils. The Assiniboine is

only naviiiable lor consiilerable vessels as far up as the (irand

l'orta>,'e ; above that, indeed, canoes can be loweil up, 'ind bal-

leaiix can dcsci'iid, except at cxtri'iiic low water, bill il has

a very lorliioiis and rapid course, more especially amoni^ tin'

sand hills, iiinl il is in many places shallow, so ihal il coiiM

only be made naviijalilc tor vessels of any size at a great oul-

I ly. Kvrrylhint,' considered, ihcrefoie, lam of opinion thai

transport could he more easily I'fiecled by land. The ccaintry

\h adiniiably adapled |<ir railroads, but (jf course in an unsel-

tle<l rcijioii these ;ii-e <nil ol ihc (piesliou.

On rcleicnce lo the iii.ip, il will be seen that Lac l>,iupljiii

nnd u pirl ol Wiiinipegtxis Lake approach wilhiii *() or 7,')

miles ol the .Assiniboine, These places beiiii; acccssibli' lo

steamers, land roails mi:;hl In' made across the couiilrv,

which would ;dli>rd all Ihe accoirimolalion ri'ipiired by a sciile-

iiienl in its lir-l nlii^e ; in<lei'd so obviiais is this way ol reachiui;

the Assiniboine, ihal Ihe llud>on's Hay Company supply Ihcir

eslablisliinenl at Fort I'elly by way of these l.ikcs an I Swan
Hiver, cartiiiL.' their i^oihIs Irom ihc latter place across the coun-
try lo the Assiniboine.

In spcakini,' of iiavii;al)le lines thai mii,dit be made avnilablc,

I should mention that at Ihe IJnind Poriage, there is said lo he

an old water-course, by which the Assiniboine In all probabil-

ily has at some period diseharf^eil its waters into the Manilouba
Lake. .Now, as Ihe Assiniboine is iiavii;able, or in a slate that

il might easily be made so, ms far as the (Irand i'orlagc, it may
yel be haiiid advaiilageou.s to op<'n a water commiinicalion
between it ami the Maniloiiha Lake. The advanl!ii.'es which
this route would possess over Ihal by L.ike Wir.nipei,' and the

Little Saskatehewaii, are, Ihal il wiaild he considerably shorter,

and would be open somewhal curlier in Ihe Spring.

In considering t! c project of colonizing u country so remole
as this, and of which so little is, as yet, generally known, the
(|uestion will naliirully arise as to whether the native pupula-
ticin wou'd ijc likely to oiler any opposition lo selllemeiit, or
wLcther the country, if occupied, would be easily governed.
Heiieving that an\ information which will enabh? the (Jovcrn-

mciil to judge of these important matters will be aeceplabic,
I shall, hefiiri- concluding, describe the present slate of llie

country through which we passed, contining myself to what
ha.s come under my own observation.

Ai Manitonha, Lne I)nnpliin, ami " I'artridg* Crop," tliert*

are small sclileim-nlN of Indians and |M-opln of mixed origin.

M the first and last named ^etllemellls, the people an* ratlinr

induslrioim, ami raise wheal, Indian corn, and a variety of

articles. At Lac l)nnpliinllie seltlern simply grow potatoes nnd
Indian corn. Tliey are griuliiidly ai'ipiiring habits of indiislry,

but they can live so ea<iily by fishing or lumling, as Mr. Wells
says in his re|H)rt, thai lliey arc slow lo adojit Ihe more labori-

ons piirsiiilH of civilized life. Ducks, geese, nn<l acpialic fowl

of all sorts fre(|iienl the waters In that ipiarter, in great num-
ber*, and the lakes ami rivers lileriilly swarm with fish.

Near thi- (irand Kapid of the Haskalchewan, we wiw about

I,') familii'.s of Indians, from ,Swan Uiver, who inigrale therv

annually to patch slurgi'on. They seemed to me to be a very

i|iliet and orderly people, and I ihoiighl I could detect in llieir

coimlenani'es that lliev Were not wholly of Indian origin; nnd
on em|uiriiig as to this point, smne of Ihein were proud to

boast of their descent from the (.'anadian I'lir-lraders who had
occupied this country many years ago. Al llie upper enil of

Winnipegoos Lake, wi^ only saw one family, (those already

meiilioned as being engage il in making salt,) and from ihenco

in a journey of five Imndri'd miles by llie v.dleygof Swan Kiver

nnd the .\s>inilMiiiie, we saw not a living being, except the few

people in charge of the Ilndsou's Hay Company'.s esliiblisbmcnln

of Foil I'elly and Fort l''.lliee, until we got lo the selllemuntit

in lliis neigliborliood, At Fori Fllice we were told that the

hiinlcrs were gone fnither west ; but from nil we could see or

learn, llicre was no avoiding the conclusion that the population
which once wandered over the vast plains of the Assiniboine
had decreased to an unexampled extent. This 1 attribute

partly to the indiscriminate slaughter of the Hnilalo to supply
Ihe pemican reipiired for ihc tr.ide of the country, llie

inlr<liiclion of horses having rendered these clumsy anliiialn

an ea-y prey lo the hunler, .Vnd the Indian, so thai lie can
supply his immediale wants in a profusion however boiin lle.'«8,

ni'vcr troiililes himself about the future. Numerous, therefore,
as ihe biillalo siil! are, there can bu liitio doubt but that they
will soon be deslroved.

Lirge supplies of pemican u>ed lo be obtained al Fort Pelly
and Fori F.iliec, hut these eslabli.,menls can furnis!' little now.
Al innny places we observed the plains furrowed with old
Hacks of the biilliilo, and in siiine (^ases the bank.s of the
.\»sinil,oini' were sirewii willi iheir bones, but ihere were noiii'

ol these animals, we were informed, to he seen williin several
days' .i<airney of any place we wen- at. This shews how fast
Ihey are being destroyed, and il leaves htit llie rellecliun, thai
as their staple article of food diminishi's, the Indians must de-
crease in numbers, iinles lliey can be induced li; .idopl the
h.ibiis ol civilised life. That with proper management they
may be so, isfully shewn by the success which has allended
Ihe lahiHs of ih.' /I'alons ^Iissillnaries al the (irand I'ortage,
Ked Uiver, " I'arlndgi' (:r<ip" and (dsewhere. As to the people
ol the Ked Uiver Selllement, they ,ire as orderly and (piiel a
commnnily, 1 may safely say, as ('an be met with any where,
and I believe there i, nothing lliey desire more llian to see the
country opened up.

In leaving this part of the country I have much pleasure in
saying that both from ihe peojilc of this scltlcmcnl, and the
ollicers of tie Hon. Hudson's U ly (.'om|iany, we have met with
every kindmss and civility. It m,iy ,i|)|)e;ir invidious to men-
lion names: .indyct I cannol omit tliose of Chief Factor McTav-
i:'h at Fort (iarry, who furnished us with many articles whieli
we c(nd<l not otherwise have obtained ; and of ( hie f Trader
.Murray at I'emhina, who always had his hospitable <|unrtcrs
open for any of the parly that pas.seil his way.

I have the honor to be, .Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

S. J. DAWSON.
C. E. in charge lied Ilivcr Ex|)<Hliiion.

The Hon. i'rovincial Secretary,

Toronto, (;. W.
1'. S.— Hoth Mr. Wells and I made a cursory Hurvoy, taking

the courses and correcting the distauces by numerous observa-


