
w

[ "3 ]

its fupremacy and legiflation, and taxation, and the a6l of naviga-

tion, and all the beneficial interefts of the nation : but if mini.

fters could prevail, to eftablifh the crown at the head of ail the

executive and foederal powers of the whole continent of America,

independent and uncontrouled by parliament, all would again be

well for them. Thirty or forty millions of money at the nation's

coft, and thirty or forty thoufand lives, are matters of very trivial

confiderations in the purfuit of fuch obje6ls, for the purpofe of

augmenting the power of the niinillers of the crown ; but cer-

tainly for no purpofe beneficial to our own country. Thefe are

the obje£b which minifters have invariably purfued, from the

firft to the laft. Such propofitions as thefe being avowed and

recited in a public proclamation, viz. to inveR the crown with

all the executive and fcederal powers of the whole continent of

North-America, independent of a Britifli parliament, and this

after the furrender of every national intereil and parliamentary

claim, brings up the charge to proof pofitive—and I will venture

to fay, that they never will voluntarily relinquilh thofe objefts,

till they (hall have attempted to wreck their vengeance upon Ame-

rica, for their defeat, by a favage and univerfal devaftation of the

whole continent ; or until they fhall have brought on fomc nati-

onal convulfion at home, perhaps the deftruftion of their country.

It is a matter of aftonifhment to me that miniilers, how little

foever they may value the interefts of their country, ihould not

at lead begin to entertain fome apprehenfions for themfelves. It

is a hazardous refponfibility which no wife man would take upon

himfelf, To lead a country to ruin. They have already involved

us in a war with one branch of the Houfe of Bourbon, and Spain

is under arms.* When the day of terror and confternation comes,

will

• The following Lift may be depended upon as authentic.

Lifta de la Efquadra que efta al prefente armada,y frcparada para haccrfi

a la Velay en CadiZt ^'^ ^^P^' ^77^'
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