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gard to Lieutenant Colonel Clerk's Evidence, he does

not recoiled any Mention of Information obtained

by him, fince his Return to England, either in Con-
firmation, or Coatradi(5tion of his former Account

of Rocbefort.

But the Argument urged by Sir John Mordaunt

in the Beginning of his Defence, againft the admit-

ting in Evidence that Intelligence, which was com-
municated to the Coinmanders of the Expedition

at the Cabinet Council in England, he conceives to

be without Foundation, as it is not produced as

Evidence to prove any particular A6t of Difobedi-

ence (the E idence of the fuppofed Difobedience in

this Cafe being the Notoriety of the Return to Eng-
land, without having attempted a Defcent) but is on-

ly introduced to fhew the Pradicability of the En-
terprize \ and it would be as unreafonable to fet afide

this Intelligence, when the Queftion turns upon the

Pradlicability, as to deprive Sir John Mordaunt of

the Ufe of any Intelligence received previous to their

failing from Spithead, or of the Argument raifed

from the unavoidable Detention of the Troops in

the Ifle of JVight \ which Circumftances were equally

known to the Government, and both previous to the

Orders fignified by Mr. Secretary Pitt in his Letters

of the 5th and 15th of September.

As to the Ufe endeavoured to be made of Port

VOrient being permitted to remain in the Inftruc-

tions, (though the Minillry feemed to have given, up

the Thoughts of an Attack upon that Place; in or-

der to govern the Conftrudion of the other Article

of the Inftruftions, which relates to Rocbefort^ the

Latitude or Power of judging being exprefled by the

Word pra^icable in both Articles,—The Judge Advo-
obferved, that there is a manifeftdiftindion,—TheAr-
ticle relating to Rocbefort, directing an Attempt
with a View to that particular Objcd, if found prac-

ticable J in the other Cafe, Port IJOrent and Hour-

deaux are recommended, as the moft important Ob-
jcds^y.


