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the anthro-

id apes, lint })y all but tin- lowest fiiinilics of the /V/m»/c.v, to reganl man as a recent

iMiiiidiT on llie Anii'rii-an rontineiit. Hut in this, as in (he arihji'ologisl's dcdudions, the

1. 1 111
• recent " is a rehitive out'. To whatever source American man nniy bi; referred, his rela-

II .IIS lo the old-w'orld riiies are .sulliciently remote to preclude any theory of geographical

ilMiibution williin the historic period.

It is not, therefore, adeijuate time ilmi iswuuting for the erowlli of a native Anii'riian

. !'. ili/.atioii. 'I'he only salislln lory evidence of thealliliaiioiiol' the Aiieriean ra.e.> tothose

I.I Asia or luii'oiie, or of Africa, \iiiist be soiigiit tor in their languages, lint any I nice of

ihi^ kind, thus lar observed, is at liest obscure and ri'uiole. The resemblance in piiysical

ii.iits points to allinily with the .\sialii' Mongol ; and the agglutiiiale cliaracleristics com-

iii.rii (o many languages of the continent, oilu'rwise essentially dissimilar, is in harmony

uitli this. Ihit Asiatic uiiinilics are only Ira. cable ri'iiiotely, not demonstrable on any deli-

mi. • line of descent, and all the I'vidcine thai language sni>plics points lo a gi..ally pio-

|.i]|.jed period of isolation. The number of langiiaees spoken ihrougliout the whole of

N..rtli and Houth America ha.s been estimated to considerably exceed twelve hundred ; and

.ill the norihern continent alone, more than live hundred distinct languages arc spoken,

w lii<h admit of classilicalion among .seventy-live ethnical uroups : each with ("sscntial

liiiy:uistie distinctions, pointing to its own parent stock. Some of those langiuige.s arcj

111. rely well marked dialects, with fully developed vocabularies. < Ithers have more recently

1. i|uircd a dialecti.' character in the breaking up and scattering of dismembered tribes, and

[.ivsenl a very limited ranges of vocabulary, suited to the. intellectual requirements of a

Miiall tribe, or baml of nomads. The prevailing condition of lil'e throuuhout the whole

N.irth American continent was peculiarly favourable to the multiplication of such dialects,

jiul their growth into new laiiguaucs, owing to the constant breaking up and scatteringof

iiilies, and the lVe([uent adoption into th<.ir numbers of the refugees from other fugitive

l.Miken tribes, leading loan intermingling of vocabularies and fresh modifications of speech.

]?ut, by whatever means we may .seek to account for thc> great diversity of speech

:iiiioiig the communities of the New World, it is manifest that language furnishc.s no

r\ ideiicc of recent intrusion, or of contact for many generations with Asiatic or other races.

I 111 any theory of origin either of race or language, a uTeally prolonged iieriod is indispcii-

^Mble to account for the actual condition of things which presents such a templing held for

I he study of the ethnologist. Among the various races brought under our notice, the Iluroii-

Ir.icpiois of t'linada and the neiuhbouring Stales most fitly represent the North .Vmericau

I.I. c east of the JJcjcky Mountains. Their language, subdivided into many dialects, fur-

nishes indications of migrations throughout the greater portion of that area eastward bo-

I veeii the ^Mississippi and t..e Atlantic seaboard, and its afhuities have been soueht for

I' yond the American c'entineiit. One experienced philologist, ilr. Horatio Hale, in his

Indian Migrations, as evidenced by laimuagc," alter remarking that there is nothing in

I'll' lanu'uage of the American Indians lo favour the conjecture of an oriuin fiom Eastern

Asia, thus proceeds:—-''But in Western Europ,' one community is known to exist, speak-

ing a language which in its general structure manifests a near likeness to the Indian

ti.agues. Alone of all the races of the old continent the Basques or Euskarians, of northern

Spain and sonth-wostern France have a speech of that highly complex and polysynthetic

. haracter whicli distinguishes the American languages." But to this he has lo add the
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