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to bo Ponliod in many clifiii<,'ca of wnlor for at least IS hours boforo iho

bn'iR' irt siiflioiciitly rcniovcil to inuko it at all palataljlo, anil oven ilicii

tlien.) is always a pci.uliai' iliivour nilaohod to it, a ll.ivour (nij^ojidorcd

diiriii;^ tho process of sun drying, which is far from pleasant. Forlimad'Iy

for Nc\vfo':ndland, howover, no bettor method of |)ic.v,^rvin<if cod ban

been adopted to any extent by other conntrios, nnd it i-j still almost tho

only class of (isb that can betaken far inlandin hot climates; novcrthelcsH,

it is a precarious trado, as its prosperity depends on tho will of tho

Church of Homo, and woro the fasts of that Church abolished, I am
afraid thut the demand for this pj'oduct would imuicdiaLcly and rapidly

decline.

When DUO considers that over 50,000 tons of this dried codfit^h is

cxj)orted annually from tho Colony, equal to 100,000 tons wei^jht of

fresh fish, it Bccms a piiy that sonio method of euro cannot bo devised

which would suit tho English market ; and I feel convinced that iu

cxperimonting and seai'ching for such a method of euro, tho Newfound-
land merchants must look for tho future dovolopnient of this trade.

Thoro is an ever increasing demand for fish amongst tho working
classes of Great JJritai)!, tho seas around our coasts cannot supjdy

fiuillcient for tho demand, and if means can bo devised for bringing tlio

fish either fresh or cured in an inviting and palatable manner from
Newfoundland, it is amongst tho teeming millions of the Mother
Country that tho Colony will find her best and surest market.

Tho next iu importance of tho industries of Newfoundland is the

Seal Fishery. This is carried on by a fleet of somu 22 steamers,

varying iu size from 2r)0 to 700 tons register ; they sail for tho i(^c-

fiolds on tho north-east and west of the island on tho 15th of ^larch,

and aro usually all in port again within six weeks from tho date of

sailing; oftch steamer carrying a crow of from 150 to liUO men. Tho
seals uro of two kinds, tho " Jfarp" and tho " Uood," of which tho

latter is the larger, and the former arc in tho greatest quantity. They
aro found in largo masses, called locally " patches," on tho fields of

drift ice, the old seals coming up on the ice to ^ivo birth to tlieir

young ones, which lall an easy prey to the men from the steamers.

'J'lu'He young seals are killed when they aro about a fortnight or three

weeks old, a blow on tho ho id from a gtifl' being sullttMLni.

As soon as tlioy aro killed they are immediately " sculped,''

that is, tho fat and skin is removed, while tho carcase is left upon tho

ice. The fat insidi! the skin varies from one-and-a-half lo two inches in

tliiokness, and this, with tho skin, weighs from 40 to 50 pounds. Tho
annual catch of seals numbers from liOO.OOO to l.'50,000 ; tho fat is

mixlo into oil, which in the year IhiDt* was exported to the value of

.£()'.), i)3i, while the number of skins exported that year amounted to

221,.'iy8, of a total value of X-lO.ICl. Holh skins and oil are for tho

most part exported to England, the skins being used for tho

manufacture of tho finer kinds of leather. This industry is considered

of great importance iu the colony, as it employs some 15,000 men, who
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