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river in ifififi, the refjion has bc(>ii free

from war's alarinn hIiicc thi* days of tlie

Patriots. The Fenian outbreak was
one of the results of the plan of the

revolutionary Irishmen to oppose the

Iilnglish Government, and to compel
that government to restore Ireland's

rights. The Fenian hostility to Canada
was solely because of the fact that the

latter was an ICnglish dependency. The
special time was selected, because of the

actual service that many loyal Irishmen

In i88,s. thoStatcof New York, after

an agitation by prominent men for st-v-

eral years, purchased the land on the

Anierican side, including (ioat Island

and all the smaller islands adjacent to

the F'alls, and al)ove and below them,

for a State Reservation. In 1M.S7, the

Province of Ontario, Canada, took a

.similar action. The Canadian (iovern-

ment, many years ago, with rare fore-

sight had reserved astrip of laud, sixty-

six feet wide, along the water's edge

ill

f

;

THE BTBAMKR CAROL .NK BURNT AND KOHCKD OVKR TUB FALLS ON lll'XKMMKH 39, IR37.

(Prom au Old Eugravlng.)
iil

had just then seen in the United States

army during the Rebellion. Of actual

hostilities on this frontier there was but
one occurrence during the brief agita-

tion, fought on the Canadian side

opposite Buffalo, from which city the

Fenians invaded Canada. It was
known as the battle of Ridgeway, the

main contest having been at that point,

with a subordinate engagement at a
hamlet called Waterloo, close to the

water' s edge. The F'enians were tempo-
rarily successful, but were ultimately

entirely defeated and their invading

force quickly dispersed.

above the Falls, ;ind along the edge of

the high bank below them, from Lake
Erie to Lake Ontario, as a military

reserve. This is now under the control

of the Canadian Park Conimissioners,

and, together with the adilitional lands

acquired near the Falls, and the land

around Brock's Monument, forms an
ideal government reservation.

The honour of first suggesting the

preservation of the scenery about the

F'alls has been claimed for many per-

sons. Others, later on, suggested it

officially ; others still, advocated it

more publicly and more persistently,


