
49t MODERN INDIA

East Indk CompMy cxpretsed thdr dittpprovtl of iMt

expenditure he told them that India "should be governed

from a palace and not from a counting-house, with the

ideas of a prince and not thoat of a fctail tehr in wMlte

and indigo."

Great stories arc told of the receptions, levees and

balls that were given in the days of the East India Omh
paay, but they could not have been more briWant than

those of to-day. The Government House has never been

occupied by a viceroy more capable of assuming the dig-

nities and perfbrminff the duties of that office than Lord

Coraon, and no more beautiful, graceful or popular

woman em sat upon the vice-queen's throne than Mary

Leiter Curaon. No period in Indian Wslory has «w
been more brilliant, more progressive or more prosperous

than the present ; no administration of the government

has even given wider satisfaction from any point of view,

and certainly tfic soda! fwKtians presided over by Lord

and Lady Curzon were never surpassed. They live in

truly royal style, surrounded by the ceremonies and the

pomp that pertain to Idngs, whldi is a part of the ad-

ministrative po/cy, because the 300,000,000 people sub-

ject to the viceroy's authority are very impressionable,

and measure power and sometimes jntrtiee and rifhl bf

appeanwces. Lord and Lady Curzon never lea\ e the

palace without an escort of giant warriors from the Sikh

tribe, who wear darzling uniforms of red, turbans as Wg
n tasM teskets, and sit on their horses like ;:^taurs.

They carry long spears and are otherwise armed with

native weapons. Within the palace the same formality is

preserved, except in tfie priimtc apartments of the viae-

roy, where for certain hours of every day the doors are

closed against ofiicial cares and responsiUlities, and Lord


