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offensive to the religion of our Roman Ca-
thoile bretbern. I once received a personal.
letter frorn a gentleman connected with the
French press to the effect that sucli a ser-
vice wns not any good to thern ;but for the
reason t.bat it was a private letter, I did
neot feel at liberty ta send it ta any person
ln charge of the service. This service is
ln the bands of tbe press irrespective of pol-
tics, and any criticlsmns of its character
should be cornmunicated te the gentlemen
wbo bave charge of .1t. If it comxnends lt-
self to tbe press generally, and I tbink It
does, we ure only too happy to subsidise It.
But we have notbing ta do witb the eharac-
ter of the despatches.

Mr. BERGERON. I do not mean to say
that there was anything Injurlous ln the
news ; but we got news wbich was not
true, and it was oniy by readlng the news-
papers that we received etght or ten days
afterwards tbat we found that it was nlot
true. This showed that the service was not
properly controlled. How did the newspa-
pers get the news before we subsidised this
service ?

Mr. FIELDING. They got it through
the Arnerican Associated Press. The rlch
Arnerican papers controlled the whoie busi-
ness, appointed the correspondents and fixed
the tolls, and our papers were furnished
at 10w rates, with so rnuch of tbe news as
they chose to take. The news was very
often coloured with anti-British feeling, to
put it rnildly. There were only two papers
in Canada, the Toronto 'Globe' and tbe
Montreal 'Star, wbich had their own cabie
news from England.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. I wouid like
to cali the attention of rny bon. friend to
the statement hie made a moment ago con-
cerning the character of certain news whlcb
is to be found in our French newspapers.
Does bie say that that news cornes from.
the associated press?

Mr. BERGERON. I have been told sa.

-Sir WILFRID LAURIER. I am sure It
does not. It does flot corne from London at
ail b7ut cornes direct or through the Ameni-
can associated press.

Mr. BERGERON. I was toid îthe con-
trary, and was told tbat by these gentlemen
that they were flot oniy paying their sbare
for this press service but paying it for news
'which was contrary ta the trutb.

Mr. W. F. MACLEAN. If there is any
religiaus news of. interest to the Canadian
people, such as flews from Rame regarding
the appointrnents of blshops and other e-
ciesiastical matters of lnterest, and If afly
one in Rame wiii give that news to the Can-
adian press, our newpapers wouid be only
too glad to disseminate It.

Mr. LEMIEUX. As a reader of the press
and as baving been a member of the Press
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Association, I arn somewhat interested ln
newspaper affairs and follow very closeiy
the despatebes sent by .tbe correspondent ln
London, Mr. Robertson, the brother of Mr.
John Ross Robertson, of Toronto. Prom
rny pensonai knowledge. I can assure my
hion. friend that hie neyer, to my recoilection
sent anythlng which could be found objec-
tioflable by any race or creed. As regards
news whlch appears sometirnes in our press
and ta whlch objection rnay be taken, my
attention was cailed by one of the hlgbest
dignitarles of the churcb in tbe province of
Quebec ta same Items which appeared ln a
newspaper wlth which I arn sornewhat con-
nected.

Mr. BERGERON. The 'Nationaliste' ?
Mr. LEMIEUX. No, nor 'L'Action So-

ciale.' I refer to 'Le Canada' of wbich 1
amn vice-president. This dignitary pointed
out tbat the Item ln question bad not been
taken frorn the British press nor had It
corne thnough any service we have ln Eng-
land, but was taken f rom newspapers pub.
Ilsbed on the continent, wblch are opposed
ta the Cntholic churcb. My hon. friend bas
neyer been on the staff of a newspaper or
hie would knaw that tbe scissons play a
large part li the editorial room.

Mr. BERGERON. But we do not pay for
tbat news.

Mr. LE MIEUX. But tbe public do. I
arn sure rny hon. frlend bas no intention
of lnjuring Mr. Robertson or making any
insinuations against him. Mr. Robertson
we know ta be n fair minded mon wbo
would nat lower himself by publishing any-
thlng dlsparaging to any religion.

Mr. BERGERON. I did not know who
was responsible and I do not know Mr. Rab-
ertson, and ar n ft making any charge or
implying anytbing against hirn. Ail I say
is that a lot of trash is sent acnoss and pub-
lshed ln aur papenrs, -which aur papens
wouid not pubiish If tbey h-ad to pay the full
rates and were not alded by tbis goven-
ment subsidy.

Mr. POSTER. I arn told that the Reu-
ters Press Agency is the rnost complete ln
the world, and that they made a proposition
ta put the -whole of tbeir world news at the
disposai of the Canadian Press Association
and allow that association ta select their
own editor so as ta insure tbe sending of
uews tbat wouid be 0f use ta Canada. In
that way we wouid get a broader and a
better seri7ice tban we get now. Ras the
Finance Minister had any such proposition
made ta hirni

Mr. FIELDING. A gentleman connected
wlth the Reuters discussed the subject with
me, but I do not think any proposai was
even made ln wrltlng. My suggestion was
that be sbould consult the representatives
of the press here and see whether tbey were
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