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POWERFUL FLEET
READY T0 STRIKE
United States H‘u, Tweuiy-
Five of Latest Fighting
Type in S?uth. :

OPPONENTS ARE FEEBLE

Sm———

$

American Warships Include
Nine Battleships and
Five Cruisers.

(r

FRIDAY MORNING

Energies of Adminiﬁotratio:i'
~ Bent to Getting Ready
for Fight. *

¥

General Maas Wyw
Reinforcements.
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STATEMENT BY WILSON

Declares Intention to Enfqice!

Reparation When Flag is
Insulted.

b

Canndisn Prosa Dew

wodinn Press h. ;
WASHINGTON, April 28.—The for-
midableness of the American fleet of
naval vessels compared with those of
Mexico now in Mexican waters is
strikingly brought out in statistics

made public by the navy dopa.rtment'
t ¢

oday. -

The-e are at present 256 ships of the
United States navy scattered along the
Mexican coasts, a majority of which are
of the Iatest fighting type. Opposed
to these are eleven Mexjean naval
vessels, four of which are character-
{zefl ag of “no fighting value.

Eighteen of the American naval ves-
sels are on the Atlantic coast and '
seven on the Pacific. They include
nine “battleships, flve crulsers three
gunboats, three fuel ships, two tran-
gports, one supply ship, one hospital
ship and one mine depot ship.

The Mexican Fleet.

Mexico has five vessels on the At-
jantic coast and six on the Pacific. Of
those on the Atlantic two are d‘un-
boats, - p transport, one a training
ship, and the other is characterized as
a “hulk of no fighting value.” Those
on the Pacific coast consist of two gun-
boats. a transport and three “hulks of
no fighting value.”

The gunboat Bravo on the Atlantic
coast is of 1260 tons displacement and
of 2.4 inch guns armament. The gun-
boat Vera Cruz is 980 toms in dis-
placement and equipped with 2.4 inch
guns, The gunboat Morelos on the
Pacific is of 12560 tons displacement and
the gunhoat Tampico of 980 ton dis-
placement. Both have 2.4 inch arma-~
ment. ;

‘fhe gunboats Hravo, Morelos, Vera
Crusand Tamplco each carry six four-
pounders and are equipped with tor-
pedo tubes. 7

WOODROW WILSON IS
LIKENED TO LINCOLN

Tribuna of Rome Pays Compli-
ment to Occupant of White
House

Cansdian Press Despatch.

ROME, April 23.—The Tribuna com-
pares President Wilson to President
Lincoln. Both, it says, were possessed
of the same Biblical inspiration, the

same vigorous puritanism, the samo

combatant, ideals. Neither was satls-

fled tor remain content in his own up- '
rightness, but wished others to be up-

right. Both were pacifists, and yet

both had to assume the leadership in

war.,

BRAZILIAN LEGATION
TO GUARD ARCHIVES

American Embassy in Mexico City
Will Be Relieved of |
Responsibility ]

anadian Preca Magpatch,

WASHINGTON, April 23 —Secre- |
tary Bryan announced today- that ar-
rangements have been made with the
Brazilian Government whereby the
archives of the American embassy in
Mexico City will be turned over to the
Brazillan legation in that city. Mr.
Bryan made this amnouncement after a
conference with Ambassador Dagama.

POSTING A BATTERY AT -
INTERNATIONAL BRIDGES

American Forc(fs at El Paso
Strengthened by Infantry
and Artillery.

Canadian Press Desnateh.

EL PASO, April 28.—A squad of the
12th, a hattalion of the 20th infantry
and battery C of the sixth artillery
eame into the city from Fort Bliss late
today. The battery will be posted at
the international bridges, while the
soldiers will reinforce another batta-
lton of the 20th, which has been on
duty in the city for some time.

FOUR HUNDRED REBELS
HAVE REACHED JUAREZ

JUAREZ, Mexico, April 283 ~Four
hundred rebel troops from Chihuahua
arrived  here today bringing the
strengty of the local garrison to 900
men.

VILLA AT JUAREZ,,

JUANYZ, Mexico.,  April 28.-~(en.
Villa, with his escort of two hundred
¢oldiersd arrived here at 4 p.m. today.
The toWn & quiet.
gambling halls are closed.

Piles Cured in 6 to 14 Days;
Druggists refund money if PAZO OINT
MENT falls to cure itching, blind, bleed-
ing or protruding plles. First application
gives rellef. G0c.

. those who come to his suppo

| partment, aided the president in for-

‘chief of the coast artillery, held sev-

of the mateer raised, to
gquestion
perhaps
gecretary,
s France, where he 18 aceompunying the
King. o

government was. most carefully watch-
All saloons sand {ng the situation in all its aspects.

attracted %o 'the American embassy
and consulate -general o number
retired
who have offered their services to the
ntf American army. 3

WASHINGTON, April 33.~After is-
suing a statement declaring, the inten-
tion of the United States to, enforce
reparation, “whenever and wherever
the dignity of the” United States is
flouted,” President Wilson bent all the
energies of the administration today
to the planning of operations in Mexli-

co. The president’s statement, issacd
after a cabinet conference, in .reply to
the mes received from the consti-
tutionalist chief, Carranza, declared
that “we are now dealing pnly with
those whom Huerta commands and’

"

From dawn today, the wearied chief(s |
of the war and navy -departments, |
Secretary of State Bryan, and other
cabinet oficials, hurried from confer-
ence to conference. At  the White
house, the cabinet officials, with Com-
sellor Robert Lansing of the state de-

mulating his reply to Carranza.
Military Conference.

At the war department Secretary
Harrison, General Wotherspoon, Chief
of Staff, Major-General Leonard
Wood, who has been designated to
command the army in its Mexican
operations, and General E. W. Weaver,

eral conferences discussing operations.
Orders from th€ war department-di-
rected fort Sam Houston to stop all |
importations of arms directed to the '
Huerta forces across the border In
Pledras Negras. This led to o report
that the embargo on arms had been
re-established at the northern border
against both federalists and constitu-
tionalists. Some officials said it was
very probable that no arms would be
allowed to cross the border, altho the
department hesitates to issue a blanket
order until the exact attitude of the
constitutionalists toward the [United
States can be demonstrated..
Situation on the Border.:

The situation on the Mexican border
was the subject of all the day's con-
ferences. Any contemplated move-
ment of the army to Vera Cruz by
transport, it was reported, would be
held up as a result of the Carranza
message of last night until border con-
ditions would permit withdrawal of
troops there. Suggestions were
made that before any extensive army
movement could be ordered, the mili-
tia would have to- be called out by
congressional action and money sup-
plied for the mobolization of a large
army.

Word was received at the navy de-
partment that the destroyer flotilla
from Vera Cruz had reached Tampico
and another report said that the rc-
volutionist troops about Tampico had
formed an aliance with the Huerta
forces in the city, The depart-
ment staff conferred as to condi-
tions at Vera Cruz, and it was under-
stood that the next move by the forces
under Admiral Badger would be the'
gecuring of the railroad from Ve n
Cruz to Mexico City. This road, which
has two bridges, which if destroyed,
would be difficult to replace, would
be absolutely necessary if Vera Cruz is
to be made the base of further aggres-
sive operations. x

O'Shaughnessy Gets Passports.

As yet-t Washington government
does not expect open hostilities from |
the constitutionalists, hoping that they
still will remain neutral. The fact
that Charge O'Shaughnessy had been
handed his passports by General Hu- |
erta added an acute aspect to the sit- [
uation, but has heen more or less ex-
pected. The interests of the L’nn.ed(,
States will be looked after by one or
two of the other foreign legations, #is
was the case in the last war, The de-
partment said that from 80O to 1000
Americans were in Mexico City, and
they would be protected by the guards
of the other legations, numbering about
100 soldiers. No American marines
are in the Mexican capital. .

BRITAIN MAY SEEK
T0 PROMOTE PEACE

Canadian Pres¢ Despatch.

LONDON, April 23.—An offer by
Great Britain of her good gervices in
accordance with ‘The Hague conven-
tion “with vegard to the war between
the United States and Mexico” was
guggested hy David Marshall Mason,
a Liberal member in the house of
commons today.

In reply Premier Asquith asked
Mr. Mason, In view of the importance
repeat. his

next week, when, he said,/
fir Pdward Grey, the foreign
would have réturned from

Mr. Asquith added that the British

The prospects of active service have

of

British officers and soldiers

PROCLAMATION IS OUT

United States Will Operate

l Customs House Indefinitely,

Admiral States.

Despateh,
“%"ni'é'ﬁ'uz, April 28~Gen. Gus~
tavo Maas, former. Mexican com-
mander at Vera Cruz was reported
today to be intending to move against
the c¢ity with strong reinforcements
brought up from Puebla.

The first pmumﬂon‘ {ssued in

this city by Americans sl the last
war between the United . tates and
Mexico ended ‘in 1848 was, ‘poltod on
the walls today, and read with inter-
est by the Mexican inhabitants. i
. Rear-Admiral Fletcher had printed
his original statment, agsuring the
citizens that he and his force of blue-
jackets and marines  purposed to as-
sist them in the restoration of civil
government, He added that the Am-
erican armed forces would hold the
city, but that Mexican officials were
invited and urged to return to_ their
posts.
The proclamation concluded. by
stating that the only place the An}orh
cans intended to operate indefinitely
and directly was the customs house.
Major Butler of the marine corps
was despatched on outpost duty with a
detachment of garines to a position
a few miles beyond the western lim-
its of the city on the raflroad. They
took a light fleld plece with them.
Many of the men were drawn from
the Panama battalion formerly com-
manded by Major Butler.
Prepared for Night Attack,
The city was prepared thruout the
night for an attack by the Mexicans,
Capt. Rush, acting under the orders
of ' Rear-Admiral Fletcher, continued
in immediate command of the garri-

£0n.

No indication of the proximity of
the enemy was given during the night.

One of the Amerfcan marines was
killed during the night by a young
bluejacket, The sallor was on sentry
duty and became excited when he saw
a figure move towards him out of the
darknees. He forgot his instructions
to dhallenge three times and fired im-
mediately, the marine falling dead.

In the fighting in the centre of the
inner harbor, San Juan De Ulloa, an
anclent stone fortress, flew the Mexi-
can fidg thruout the attack. The com-
mandant and 60 armed men and 300
workmen in the navy yvard peered from
the embrasures at the Prairie, lying
500 yards away, and the other ships
ghelling the naval academy. In the
dungeons remained 500 prisoners, the
echoes of the guns on the ships
reaching ‘them thru a 16-foot stone
wall,

Commandant Warned.

Capt. Stickney of the Prairie went
thru the fortress several days ago
and found some heavy guns, five tor-
pedoes and a torpedo tube in a cor-
rugated iron shed outside the wall of
the fortress. When the landing of the
Americans was ordered Capt. Stick-
ney sent word to the commandant of
San Juan De Ulloa that he would blew
him to pieces with the Prairie's guns
{f he opened fire against the Ameri-
cans, but that otherwise he would not
he disturbed. The comrmandant re-
plied that he would answer with his
cannons if fired on, hut that he would
not commence hostilities. When the
engagement{ aghore began the com-
mandant holsted a brilliant new Mexi-
can flag, which flew all day long.

Ordered Spanish Cruiser Out.

- Rear~Admiral Fletcher instrurted
the Spanish cruiser Carlps V. to go
outside the breakivater, in order to
give the Prairie room to fire her guns.
The $Spanish commandc refused,
saying that he dared not manoeuvre
his boat in so small a space at night,
He also declared that he needed to
take on a supply of fresh water. Ad-|
miral Fletcher insisted yesterday that
his order be carried out, and the Car-
los V. moved outside just before the

.attack on the centre of the city began,

Then Admiral Fletcher directed that
battalions of bluejackets and marines
be landed from Rear-Adntiral Badger's
ships before dawn and drawn up in
the plaza before the railroad station,
and then proceed to take the entire
town.  He acted only after warning,
u.nd after 15 shells from the' Prairie’s
three~-inch guns had been thrown into
the steel framework of the new mars
ket, which faces the market place. A
peristent but scattered fire came from
rifles in the market during all the
early hours of the morning, and Ad-
miral Badger's men landed, to the ac-
companiment of rifle bullets over their
heads.

.. Advance of Bluejackets.

When the rush started Admiral Bad-
ger's bluejackets, clad in orange-col-
ored clothing, made for them on the
trip down by dyeing white uniforms
with fron rusi, moved in close column
formation up the waterfront, past the
market and acrogs the front of the
naval college, a > long three-storey
gtructure bullt of adobe stone and
having a tiled roof. The column moved
steadily forward until the first com-
pany had passed heyond the college
and the remainder were covering the
whole front close against the wall, '

Suddenly a spatter bf rmc'ﬂrlngl
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broke out.. Flagshes from- the rifles
were plainly visible in the upper win-
dows of the coliege and along theroof.
The jackies stood their ground piuckl-
ly. Some of them huddled close to the
wall to avold the rain of bullets from
above, while some ddashed across a
small open space directly in-front of
the building. Thege Hluéjackets drop-
ped on their stomachs and lifted their
rifles high in order to get a range on
the windows above. Finally the Am-
erican officers hustied their men either
forward or backward until they were
in shelter of nearby buildings.
Threw Shells Over Sailors.

The fackies in front held their places
and the Prairic sent shell sfter shell
from her three-inch battery into the
windows of the college, huge col-
umns. of red dust leaping upward as
each shot went home. The C
also joined  im, and with a roar her
six-inch shells tore great gaps in the
roof of the ‘colle to the right
in the Harbér the ; ghip Ban Frane
cisco opened with” five-inch guns,
and, taking the front of the college,
shot out window by window, planting
the shells with the precision of target
practice. y

After 15 minutes of firing the Prai-
rie and the San Francisco ceased and
the column of jackies ‘formed - again
and pushed sturdily ahead, deploying
around the front of the college.
few shots were directed at them. but
none came from the college. The Ches-
ter continued hurling shells into any
bujlding where snipers jurked, and
also far out into the suburbs. The
jackies went steadily ahead without
faltering, spreading out thru the water-
front sections, seizing the highest
butldings and organizing gquads of
guards at street intersections.

The fire along the front gradually
slackened and then died out, but the
Chester sent a-few shois out into the
hills before ceasing. The Hancock,
with 700 marines on bodrd and the
battleship Michigan arrived too late
to participate in the fighting.

The wounded and the prisoners were
taken aboard the Prairie until the ar-
rival of the Solace, about noon yes-
terday. Immediately after the firing
had virtually ended, Admiral Badger
boarded the Prairie to confer with
Rear Admiral Fletcher as to the best
means for gsecuring the town against
attack, for caring for the dead, injured
and refugees, and for getting in mo-
tion the work of conducting the city
ip an orderly manner. :

¥ILSON RESTORES
EMBARGO ON ARMS

Army Officers on Mexican
Border Receive Orders
From Washington.

e
Canadinn Press Deunatels,

SAN ANTONIO, Texas, April 28,
The headguarters of the southern divi-
glon, Inited States army. received in-
gtructions early this morning at once
to re-cetablish the embargo on arms

and ammunition inte Mexico. This
statement was made at Fort SaM
Houstor,

STOP MUNITIONS.
»

EL PASO, Texas, April 28.—Acting
on instructions from Washington, Col.
C. A. P. Hatficld, commanding the
second cavalry brigade at Fort Bliss,
at 11 a.m. today notified Collector of
Customs Zach L. Cobb to prohibit the
e¢xportation of arms and ammunition
to constitutionalists or other persons
thru the El Pazo port‘to Juareéz or
thru the i Paso customs district to
any point. The constitutionalists have
a-shippent of 150,000 rounds of am-
‘munition due to arrive today. and also

.

4ave orders for 1.500,000 cartridges en

route to El aso from a factory.

/ UNCONFIRMED AT CAPITAL.

WASHINGTON, April 23.—At the
war department it was reported that
officers at Fort San Houston, Texas,
had heen ordered to stop all. shipments
of arms consgigned to the Mexican fede-
ral troops at Pledras Negras, across
the border.
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SIDE ISSUEDWARFS
HEART BALM SU

Counsel Threatens_to Prefe;
Forgery Charge Against’
County Constable.

S—————

CONFLICTING EVIDENCE

————

Judge {’Makes Caustic Com-
ment Re Testimony in
.. Davis-Wettlaufer Suit.

———————

gas v
A tense situation doveloped in the
jury assize court yestcrday afternoon
during the learing of the $15,000
breach of promise puit Dbrought by
Miss May Davis agalnst George Wett-
laufer, when J. M. Godfrey, counsel
for the defence, made a threat of hav-
ing a charge of forgery preferred
against County Constable James Mc-
Mullen. The threat followed the
cross-examination of the constable in
regard to a number of letters concern-
ing Wettlaufer which had been sent
to the morality déepartment, and which
the officer denied having written. Me-
Mullen, who was acting as court
erier, had been called to the stand to
testify on behalf of the plaintiff. De-
fendant's counsel, T. C. Robinette, K.
(1., and Mr. Godfrey objected, pointing
out that he had been in court all the
time, and was practically in charge of
the fury. The objection was over-
ruled by Mr. Justice Latchford, and it
was during the witness’ cross-examin-—
ation that the incident ocecurred.
- . J. Thompson, a local contractor,
fad given evidence in which he told
of a conversalion between himsel?
and Miss Davis at the houme of Miss
Poyner on Spadina avenue, where the
plaintiff was residing, In wHich * he
said Miss Davis had admitted she was
never engaged to Wettlaufer. It ap-
pears ‘that, knowing Thompson was
going to discuss the matter with her,
it had been arranged by her that Con-
stable McMullen should be where he
could overhear what was sald. When
called to testify, however, McMullen
gave a complete denial of cvery state-
ment Thompson said Miss Davis had
made,

Had Received Mono‘y.

McMullen admitted recefving $90
from Miss Poyner for getting evi-
dence for her, but he denied he had
for three months been pursuing and
gpotting the Wettlauters, or that three
years ago he had watched a house to
agcertain the’ relationship hetween a
Miss Oban and Wettlaufer,

Shown a subpoena, he admitted it
was in his handwriting, but said he
had never seen a letter next exhibited,
Three other letters he also disowned.
Mr. Godfrey intimated that a hand-
writing expert would testify that they
were written by the man who penned
the subpoens,

Warns the Constable.

“I warn you. 1 give you falr warn-
ing. You may have_to stand trial for
forgery,” said Mr. Godfrey. “I'll put
these letters in,” he said to the court.

“What have we got to do with the
case?' demanded his lordshop.

“We wish to show that this is a put
up job against the defendant. There
is a congpiracy against him,” said Mr.
Godfrey, G }

During ' his evidence McMullen
startled the court by pointing out that
Thompson was engaged in close cou-
versation with T. . Robinette, K. C.,
under the very noses of the jury,

Perjury, Says Judge.

“Fromr a county constable, that is
insolence,” declared Mr. Robinette,
who, directing himeelf to McMulien,
said: “How much "did you get out of
thig, and what were you doing in that
housz? Those are the questicns I
wanted to ask you when! you inter-
fered.” ;

“There {s much ‘apparent perjury on
both sides of the casge” said Justice
Latchford at the conclusion of the

evidence. He adjourned. the case until
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Move That May Be Pre-
lude to War.

WASHINGTON IS ACTIVE

S e 1

Army and Navy Board Pre-
pares to Act on Instant
Notice, :
H e
Canadial ‘Prese 'nd.m&uh, d
WASHINGTON, April 23 —Nelson
O'Shaughnessy, the American charge
at Méxteéo Oity, has been handed his
passports by Gen, Hureta and is pre-
paring to leuve Mexico City.
¥Tuerta’s handing of passports to
Chargs~0’'Shaughnessy was regarded
as a most sensational development in
the situation as it was believed to
forecast a declaration of war on the

part of Huerta. The glving of paszs-}
poris to a minister or charge d'afta.res
in most cases, tho not invariably, has
preceded a declaration of war,

War Declaration Not Improbable.
That Huerta might foliow his action
with reference to O'Shaughnessy with
a declaration of war would not .-
prige official Washingt m,, #Such a
development in most cases has follow-
od the depaiture of a minister or
charge d'affaires. Charge Algara of
the Mexjean embasdsy has instructions
from the Huerta government to leave,
He has been preparing to go for sovs
eral days. Mis departure will be
hastened, it is  believed, because
O'Shaughnessy has been handed his
passperts, but the American govern-
ment, which "has not recognized the
Huerta representative, tho dealing|
with him because hé was accredited
to the United States zovernment by

b
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He Knows It, But Meant '
Has a Good '
Time.

GRERAS—

‘to The Taronie World.
GALVESTON, April 28,—Vie
Huerta, styling himself presid
Mexico, and a hundred times
offielal bulletins at Washin
the pirate king “about to go,” |
at the head of the Mexican GaV
ment and army, and in complete
trol of the c:pital and some outh
wtates and cities. e
He sits in his castle, a grim ]
ently unshaken old usurper. He
at his mnister of foreign affaire, res
cejves with all formality the '
ministers of most other nations of
world, and sends his despatches !
envoys at the capitals of Bun s
 Huerta himgelf doubtless knows f!
he cannot last forever. Whether it

00 \ %

by the hand of an assassin, by the &
or bullet of a besleging army, or
so-called natural causes, it is, of 6
true that Huerta must go. Mean
however, he continues to make 8
the situation, and if .he himself I8
enjoying it, certainly no one else is,
— i b

" INSPECTS
; AND
INDORSES

New York, April 16,
Buffalo Suburban Securities Cor-
poration, 21 Colborne St., Toron

i

the Madero administration, probably
willy not ask Algera to go. He will
depart on the initiative of his own{
government, Late today he obtained
his passports.
The determination of the United.
fitates had been tp pause after Vera
Cruz was taken and wail for the effect
on FHuerta before seeking -weparation
by any attack on Tamplco. What
the overnight developments may mean
to change the situation was conjecture
evegywhere heard as the tense situas
tied was discussed thruout the na-
tional capital, '
The joint board of the army and
navy completed plang for any eventue
ality. The navy {8 moving rapidly te
blockade, If necessary, all ports on
the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of’
Mexico. The army I8 ready to move
in an instant., Already a big pertion
of the army is scattered along the
southern tler of the Unfted States.
On the developments of today the

trend of the wholg situation seemed
hinge.

FOUGHT AT.

Today, April 24, is the 29th anniver-
sary of the battle if Fish Creek,
fought on Friday, April, 24, 1885, be-
tween the forces of Gen., Middleton
and that of Gabrlel Dumont, ;

It was a beautiful spring dpy, the
prairie being covered with a carpet of
crocuses of varied hues. The action
commenced at 8.456 a.m. and firing was
incessant up to 1 or 2 o'clock.

The 90th of Winnipeg, A Batlery,
part of C Infantry School, Boulton and

“ Have inspected Buffalo am t1
“ Armex property, Find evel
" as represented O

“ confirms reservation 4 /

“ Neos. 34, 37, M, 68, 63 A
“ 158, 151, Todand 161, “siock
“ Writ'ng."”

(8gd.) Name given on geq
Copy of telegram, regeived.
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French Scouts, took part and were re-
lieved during the morning by the &r-
rival of part of the 10th Royal Greaa-
diers. The rebels were strongly en-
trenched in a deep ravine, which po-
sition they held until dark, when they
withdrew, Thelr horses, tied in the
woods, were all lollled &y the soldlers.

Bleven men of Gen, Middleton’s col-
umn were k'lled and 40 wounded. dur-
ing the action, and the loss of the
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enemy was never ascertained.
W. H. Cannifl,

today for the hearing of argument.
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