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but of paying an indemnity to the powers at

war, if it were to come to a negotiation, that it

artfnliy throws all the conditions of peace into

preliminaries, and exads a previous aflent,

which would take away all occaiion of difcuf-

lion. This policy, however, at beft weak and

ihort-fighted, was defperate even at the tim^

when their armies were triumphant in Germany;

experience has doubtlefs undeceived the cabinet

of France, if it ever really imagined that Europe

would be frightened out of its liberties, and the

Rhine be taken as it had taken Conde and Va-

lenciennes, ^ a decree of the Convention: it

mufl know, that this decree, as long as it

cxifts, can have no effed, operation, or influ-

ence upon the conditions of peace, and maintain

it only to render peace impoflible, which, either

from perfonal danger, or political fears, it con-

iiders it as a misfortune to itfelf, or to France.

The decrees, therefore, are not fo much an

obflacle to peace, as to negotiation, becaufe, be-

ing wholly unfounded and unauthorifed by the

power, (itnation, and refources of France, they

muil neceflarily fall at once, and without difcuf-

lion, whenever that government vvifhes to have

peace. Another obftacle to peace is, the indemnity

of Great Britain, which will be lefs palatable to

France, than the furrcnder of her precarious au-

thority in the low countries. It is fortunate for

her»
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