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A Short hiftory of the Procefs bctwe^

Peter 'Willian:son and the Magiftraten

of Aberdeen*

IN the introrfuiSlioft to the former Difcourfe on
Kidnapping, I furly ftatcdthe cafe betwixt the

Miigiflrates of Aberdeen and me, without difguif-

ing the truth iir any the moft minute particular. I

theijpfore appeal to the unbiafled judgment of th,e

Candid Reader, whether, after the unmerited maW
treatment I fuffered from the arbitrary profceediag*

of thefe magiftrates^ merely for relating a fimple^

but difagrecable fa^, I fay, I fubmit it, whether
i was not entitled to fue for redrefs before a higher

tribunal. The motives or principles upon which,

they a£led, in the irregular profecution againll r)[je>

-hi which they were both my Accufers an<J Judges^"

I iHali not pretend to determine 5 .but, ?from the

proof before ififerted, the reader will hardly be ?i^

a lofs to form a conjecture. In order to afccftain

the power of a maglftracy, it is "neceflary to

[have recourfe to the original inflitution of it«.

That liberty which the confHtution of tliis country
leonfidevs as its favourite objciSt, is the refult of the ,

equipoife >vhich our laws have eftabliihed between
the authority of Magiilrates and the rights of the

people. As the relative duties of fociety muft .be

enforced by the Magiflrate, and compliance with
Ithe law ejca£led from the Citizens, by means of his

'

laurhority, all the power that is neceflUry for thefe

[fafutury purpofes is Veiled in him ; and, in the due
execution of it, he is not only entitled to the pro-
te<n:ioiT of the laws, but is an obje<i^ of its venera-
tion : Yet the fame principles that have thus armed
him %ith authority, for the benefit of fociety, have
Mrifely impofed upon him a rcllraint from abuGng it.
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