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nies ? They are, on the other hand, wholly expofed

to the French from the Miflifippi, particularly all the

Over-hill towns?

We have already experienced the difficulty of paifing

thofe mountains, and attacking the Indians : but their

fettlements being chiefly fpread along the banks of the

Cherokee River, and its branches, might not the French,

by the eafy navigation thereof, difembark, and attack

them in the very heart of their country, without any of

the inconveniences attending a land march ? Have We

not the grcatcft reafon poffible to fecure the confidence

of thcfe Indians on the back of our fouthern colonies*

when they have hitherto been efteemed the only barrier

to our colonies on that fide againft the defigns of the

French j a barrier. Sir, the more important, as thofe

colonies are intirely unable to defend themfelves in our

whole {ecurity bitherto has depended, and, while the

French have any fettlcment on the Miffifippi, muft al-

ways depend on the good inclinations towards us. But

can we expeil: this while the the French have any fettle-

ment on the Miflifippi ? Can we hereafter expert to en-

joy a union of them in our interefts, when it will be fo

inconfiftcnt with common fcnfe, and, perhaps, their na-

tural inclinations ?

But, let us farther fuppofe that, at a futrue ne-

gociation we fhculd not only require the abfo-

lute ceilion of Canada, but infift likewifc that the

French fiiould confine themfelves to the wefiward of

the Miflifippi, and leave us the whole fouth and

eaft territory to the very banks of that river, in-

cluding the great rivers Illinois and Ohio. Would
even this extraordinary ceflTion fecure us againft the

future inconveir' jnccs of war, againft encroachments,

or
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