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and La Plata, others running acrofs tlie country from eaft to

weft till they fall into the Atlantic Ocean, after meliorating
the lands which they annually overflow, and turning the fiigar

jnills belonging to the Portiiguefe.

Soil and produce.] In general the foil is extremely
fruitful, producing lugar, which being clayed, is whiter and
finer than our mufcovado, as wc call our unrefined fugar,

Alfo tobacco, hides, indigo, ipecacuanha, balfamof Copaibo,
Brazil wood, which is of a red colour, hard and dry, and
is chiefly ufcd in dying, but not the red of the beft kind ; it

has likewife fomc place in medicine, as a ftomachic and re-

ftringcnt.

The animals here are the fame as in Peru and Mexico. The
produce of the foil was foimd very fufficicnt for fubfifting the

inhabitants, until the mines of gold and diamonds were dif-

covered ; thcfe, with the fugar plantations, occupy fo many
hands, that agriculture lies neglc£led ; and, in confequcnce,

Brazil depends upon Europe for its daily food.

Inhabitants, manners, and customs.] The portrait

given us of the manners and cuitoms of the Portuguefe in

America, by the moft judicious travellers, is very tar from
being favourable. They are defcribed as a people, who, while

funk in the moft efieminate luxury, pradtife the moft defperate

crimes. Of a temper hypocritical and difl'embling ; of little

fincerity in converfation, or honefty in dealing ; lazy, proud,

and cruel. In their diet, penurious ; for, like the inhabitants

of moft fouthern climates, taey are much more fond of fhew,

ilate, and attendance, than of the plcafures of free fociety,

and of a good table
;

yet their feafts, which are feldom made,

are fumptuous to extravagance. When they appear abroad,

they caufe themfelves to be carried out in a kind of cotton

hammocks, called ferpentines, which are borne on the negroes

fhoulders, by the help of a bamboo, about twelve or fourteen

feet long. Moft of thefe hammocks are blue, and adorned

with fringes of the fame colour : they have a velvet pillow,

and above the head a kind of tefter, with curtains ; fo that

the perfon carried cannot be feen, unlefs he pleafes ; but may
either lie down or fit up, leaning on his pillow. When he

has a mind to be feen, he pulls the curtains afidc, and

falutcs his acquaintance whom he meets in the ftrects ; for

they tajce a pride in complimenting each other in their ham-
mocks, and will even hold long conferences in them In the

ftreet/; but then the two flavcs who carry them, make ufe of

a ftrong well-made ftafF, with an iron fork at the upper cjid,

and pointed below with iron: this they ftick faft in the

ground, and reft the bamboo, to which the hammock is fixed,
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