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ei to be warped by the Share ihey had in thof; 'Difappointo

mcnts.

J WILL g're but one Inftance, and that only, becaufc
it feenis to be in a great Mcaliirc parallel to this. There
•were Hopes long entortaincd of iinJing a PaflTage into the

South- Seas, by advanoipg along the C^oafts of BraziL, and
fo to the Countries beyond the River of Plate; and va-

rious Trials were made with this View, *till at length yi^

merlcus Vefpucius, (from whom the new Worid has receiv-

ed its Name} and who without doubt was both an able Sea-

man, and an excellent Cofmographcr, was feflt into thefe

Parts, and he advanced very far to the South, even to

the Height, as fome lay of fifty two Degrees, but difco-

vering no PalFi. e„ he concluded there oould be none ; which
however ^^ difproved by Ftrdhand MageHariy who dif-

covered 'u.. . oai ,
i thofe Straits \hich veiy defervedly bear

his Name, j'ld u*^' prcferve his Memory as long as the

World lafts. Wheu inefe Straits were dil'cove»-ed, it was
taken for granted, that they were the only Paflage into the

South-Seas
J
and therefore the King of Spain intended to liave

built a City, and a Fortrefs in them., to prevent other

Nations from pafling by that new Courfe to the Eaji-Jn-

dies. The Dutch however difcovered the Vanity of this,

by finding a Paflage round Cape Horn\ which ftiews, that

after many fruitlefs Attempts, not one Paflage only, but

many may be difcovered, which very polfibly may prove

the Cafe in Hudjmh-Day, fmce fome very piobable Con-
jeftures might be offered, that there may be feveral Paf-

fages, communicating witJi each other. And Gapt, Fox long

ago fuggefted, that there might be even an open Sea as at

Cape Finmarke ; nor has this hit{-iCito been difproved.

After what has been faid, it cannot be expected that

I fliould enter, with any Degree of Pofitivenefs, into af-

jfigning the Place where any PafTage is to be found) and

I dare fay the Reader would not form a better Notion of

my Judgment, from my infifling peremptorily upon fuch a

Thing, becaufe in Matters of this Nature, the wifcft and moft

knowing Men may be deceived, and fome very fenfiWe and fa-

gacious Perfons have beenfomewhat miflaken about it already

;

it may therefore be thought flifficient for me to point out,

from my own Experience, M'hat induces me to believe, that

fuch a PafTage there is • and to offer my GonjeAures, as to

tlie Places where, with fome Probability, it may be fought,

tho' very poffible another Voyage may difcovcr the Paflage

clfewhere, or at leaft Places not hitherto exammed ; which may
afford


