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Vn \\\v Bishop oftlu^ (litircli ul I'iiif^'larwl.

To ilic Sj'tiod ol the CIiukIi ot Scotland,

To ilic ('otiter»Mico otilio IMetliodisls,

To the Kornuii Catholic Bishop,

'I'o the IJaptists and any otiicr corisiderahic hodios,

To Small Sects clnbhed as " yothinmiriam'" or " Some-
fliiniiuri.tns,'^ *.Vc. Ate. cVc,

no 1)0 by thotn ap[)licd, according to their own rules, for the salaiH^n

of Ministers and the building of Ciuirchcs. Any restnctioa with the
people's own contributions might perhaps be improper; but some
very general restrictions ought to be adopted willi the payment of
the churrh fund.

Tlic central agent for the system should be authorised by the act

to draw each year from \\\e fundfor Religion on behalf of the execu-
tives for the difiercnt large sects provided for^ a sum of money equal
to the amount which has passed through his hands as assessments paid
hy the adherents of said churches^ or equal to a fair proportion of the

proceeds of the land actually realized, in case any one year the state

of the fund will not permit of the full regulation. In such cases
churches would have no future claim for any balance.—This provi-

sioti from the church fund would also be paid to the executives of the

different churches, to be nnplied to the salaries of members, and the

building of churches, under some very general restrictions, such as

that no one clergyman should be allowed niore than £100, Halifax

Currency, per annum
;

(this might vary in different years, but of the

variation of the part of his provision levied by assessments the chance
would be very trifling) and that only the balance remaining after

paying ministers' salaries, be applied to the building of churches. If

thought advisable, to promote the spread of ministers over the coun-

try, the extent of their support in any one year from the churchfund
and assessments together, might be restricted to £200, any additional

salary being furnished them on the voluntary system by their own
congregations, or out of the seat rents, which, at all events m towns,

«t would be well to avail of to assist these other means of religious

support, as many who arc able and willing to lend their assistance;

are neither leaseholders nor freeholders. It might be well that tlx'

collector's receipt for payment of the general church assessment be

received as part, payment of scat rents from freeholders and lease-

holders assessed. If it IS obiectcd that the church fund would prove

insunicicnt, 1 ati^^wer

—

That u-rrr the .system a good one, Ihr liritish

(iarernmrnt would be hut too fiappy fo provide it with means.

If any church were discovered i)aying uj) the asscssmc:.;. of

defaulters, merely to swell the amount to be received froin (lovcrn-

ment, and afterwards taking the '^aid amount or an\ ntlicr sums rmt (d

•h^ fund- ntidrtsfnod lo he appro|iriaicd b\ them for religion, such


