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in these it is by no means so common as among the

whites. It is worthy of notice, that fl'males are not

so subject to tlie disease as the nialo* are. I have

never known it to affect a person before i)uberty,

and very seklom under twenty years of age. It

appears, in fiir the greater number, between the ages

of twenty and forty years. They commence their

cure by emetics, from a warm infusion of the Indian

physic, or gillenia trifoliata, in doses of a wine-glass

full every fifteen or twenty minutes, until it has

operated several times, assisted by warm teas. They
then give a kind of gruel or soup, made of boiled

rice or beaten grains of corn. This usually stops the

vomiting, and operates cathartically. They depend

very much upon remeci*,'. of the sudorific class:

these are, for the most part, warm teas ; many of

which are rather harmless than useful, the sweat-

oven, and the steams of bitter decoctions. Tonic

barks and roots are given during the absence of fever,

and warm fomentations are applied locally, when they

have pains. I have known them to excite blisters over

the pained parts, with the bark of the moose-wood.

But of all the remedies for this fatal disease, the one

called by them the cough-root is the most valuable,

and promises to become the most useful in skilfill and ;

experienced hands. It is a plant which grows to the

height of about from four to eight inches, has three

leavi's on the top of the stalk or stem, and never

flowers. The roots, though not fibrous, are com-

monly branched into four or five radicles, and are of

a whitish colour, and generally from two to three
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